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Table set forth reflecting nunbers, according i 
to types, of Doited States Navy ships In Pearl r ! 
Harbor at the hours of 8»00 a<i< and 6t00 p.w., 

daily, from November 22nd through the 30th, 1941, ‘ 

as a^ basls of comparison with figures given by . 
OTTOLEUEHN to Japanese Consulate, Honolulu, on — 
December 2, 1941* Detailed figures set forth on 
numbers and movements of ships In Pearl Harbor 
throughout the day of Novenber 28, 1941* Post - 
Office Box 1476, Honolulu, mentioned in signal 
plan furnished by Japanese Consulate to Foreign 
Office, Tokyo, December 3, 1941, is rented to 
OTTO KUEHN, Check of fingerprints of OTTO KIJBHN ... 
and wife 'FRIDSfef ails to reveal previous records,'' 

.... . ./.*? tT . 

t--' k'b 

r Me 


AT H0N0ICU. T. H. 

In order to serve as a basis of comparison with 
the figures submitted by Subject OTTO KUDIN to 
the Japanese Consulate, Honolulu, on December 2, 
1941, regarding the else according to types of 
the United States Naval Fleet baaed at Pearl 
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Navy Yard, Pearl Harbor, 


■TABLE SHOWING NUMBERS OF BATTLESHIPS, HEAVY CRUISERS, 
LIGHT CRUISERS, AIRCRAFT CARRIERS, SUBMARINES, DESTROYERS, 
AND DESTROYER-TUB VESSELS IN PEARL HARBOR, AT 0800 AND 



Typos of Ship* 


DATE TYUg BBs 

CAs CLb 

CTs 

SSs 

CDs DMs 

ASEi 

Mi 

11-22 . 0800 

3 

6 1 

1 

4 

21 8 

2 

31 

1800 

3 

6 1 

1 

4 

22 8 

2 

32 

11-23 - 0800 

3 

6 1 

1 

4 

22 ~ 8 

2 

32 

1800 

3 

6 1 

1 

4 

22 4 

2 

28 

1124 - 0800 

3 

6 1 

1 

4 

21 4 

1 

26 

1800 

3 

6 1 

1 

4 

21 4 

2 

27 

11-25 - 0800 

3 

6 1 

1 

4 

24 5 

2 

31 

1800 

3 

10 1 

2 

4 

26 8 

3 

37 

11-26 - 0800 

3 

10 1 

2 

4 

24 r 8 

2 

34 

1800 

3 

11 1 

2 

4 

23 8 

3 

34 

11-27 - 0800 

3 

11 1 

2 

4 

23 8 

3 

34 

1800 

3 

11 1 

2 

4 

28 8 

3 

39 

11-28 - 0800 

1 

8 0 

2 

4 

11 4 

3 

18 

1800 

7 

8 5 

1 

2 

26 4 

3 

33 

11-29 - 0800 

6 

7 6 

1 

2 

24 4 

3 

31 

1800 

6 

7 5 

1 

2 

26 4 

3 

33 

11-30 - 0800 

5 

7 5 

1 

2 

25 4 

3 

' 32 

1800 

5 

7 5 

1 

2 

26 4 

3 

33 

Keyt BB - 

battleship; 

CA — heavy cruiser 

j CL 

- light cruiser; 


CV - 

aircraft carrier; SS - 

submarine; DD - destroyer; 



DM - 

light nine layer (destroyer type); 

AVD - seaplane 




tender (destroyer type). 


(#) — Total of destroyer type craft* Ufa and AVDa were built 

as destroyers and converted to their present use* TO 
the untrained eye, they would appear as destroyers* 
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■table of number and movement of ships in pearl harbor, bt 

.TUBS, AT VARIOUS TIMES BETBEEN 0600 AND 1800, 28 NOVEMBER, 
... 1941 


« -.w-v*--, * ; .. .. - .i- \ ; 

BATTMSHIP3 (BBa) -a-,-- * - ' \ -t v"' 

0600 » At moorings (ARIZONA, NEVADA, OKLAHOMA) 3 

0658 - NEVADA underway — 3 

0705 — ARIZONA underway 3 

0748 - NEVADA cleared 2 

0801 - ARIZONA cleared 1 

1045 - PENNSYLVANIA •nter»d 2 

1053 - CALIFORNIA entered 3 

1102 - MARYLAND entered 4 

1110 - TENNESSEE entered > 5 

1123 - NEST VIRGINIA entered 6 

1155 - PENNSYLVANIA moored 6 

1210 - CALIFORNIA moored 6 

1232 - MARYLAND *x>red — - ■ _ 6 

1240 - TENNSSSES moored 6 

1306 - NEST VIRGINIA moored 6 

1547 - UTAH moored (#) 7 

1648 - UTAH moored (#) 7 

1000 - At moorings . . 7 


(#) The UTAH was camdaslooed as a battleship, but later 
demilitarised and used as a target ship. To the un- 
trained observer, she eight appear to be a battleship, 

HEAVY CRUISERS (CAs) 

0600 - At moorings 

0625 - NORTHAMPTON underway 

06 32 - CHESTER un derw ay 

0640 — SALT LASS COT underway 

0710 - NORTHAMPTON cleared 

0727 - CHESTER cleared 

0735 - SALT LAKE COT cleared 

UOHT CRUISERS (CLs) ■ 

0600 — Underway in harbor (DETROIT) * 

0637 - DETROIT cleared 

1130 - HELENA entered 

1131 - HONOLULU entered 
1148 - ST LOUIS entered 
1200 - PHOENIX entered 
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■ TIGHT CEUISS13 (CLsI - cont’d. : - v . V s . t — 

'1212 - RADSIGH entered I . 'i ' ' ' . •' • 5 

1250 - HELENA moored , 5 

1300 - HONOLULU moored 5 

1300 - RALEIGH moored 5 

1305 - PHOENIX moored 5 

1328 - ST. LOUIS moored 5 

1350 - DETROIT entered 6 

1510 - DETROIT moored 6 

1800 — At moorings 6 

AIRCRAFT CARRIERS (CVs) 

0600 - At moorings (IEXBIGTON, JWTEEFRISB) 2 

0735 - ENTcRPHISE underway 2 

0838 - ENTERPRISE cleared ....... 1 

1800 - At moorings 1 

SUBMARINES (SSa) 

0600 — At moorings 4 

1254 - ARGONAUT underway 4 

1300 - TROUT underway 4 

1340 - ARGONAUT cleared 3 

1350 - TROUT cleared ? ’ 2 

1800 - At moorings 2 

CBSTROYSRS (CDs) 


0600 - At moorings or underway 26 

0602 - MUGFDRD cleared 25 

0605 - CSUSIET cleared 24 

0608 - MAURI cleared 23 

0612 - BAQIZY cleared 
0617 - HEN 1ST cleared 

0620 - GRAVER cleared 

0621 - PATTERSON cleared 
0623 - BATCH cleared 
0625 - HEIM cleared 
0628 - RALPH TALBOT cleared 
O63O - FANNING cleared 
0632 - McCALL cleared 

0640 - DUNLAP cleared 

0641 - BSNHAM cleared 
0647 - CONINGHAM cleared 

- 4 - 
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EESTBOYEBS fDDaj » cont'd* 


1205 - HORTON entered 
1221 - ALTNXN entered 
1228 - CONTNQHAM MUnd 
1232 - CASSIN entered t 
1236 - HULL entered 
1243 - DUS entered 
124$ - HELD antarad 
1247 - DCCTNES antarad 
1234 - DESfSY antarad 
1300 - MONAGHAN antarad 
1308 - TUCKS antarad 
1318 - CONTNQHAM noorad 
1330 - FAHHAGUT antarad 
1333 - CASS antarad 
1336 - MacDONQCGH antarad 
I34O - PHELPS antarad 
1343 - CASSIS noorad 
1330 - ALYWIN noorad 
1330 - REID noorad 
1407 - DOWNES noorad 
i y? - TUCKS noorad 
1423 - HClRnKN noorad 

1433 “ DAIS noorad 
1440 - CASS noorad 
1446 - MONAGHAN noorad 
1 - HULL noorad 

1439 - TENET noorad 
1459 - FABRAGUT noorad 
1313 - PHEIPS noorad 
1330 - MacDQNOUQH noorad 
1800 - At nooringa 


12 

13 

U 

u 

17 

18 
19 


HTNBSWEEPKHS (DSm) 

0600 - At nooringa 
0610 - QAU3IE underway 

0612 - MONT GOMERY underway 

0613 - B8ES3S underway 

0625 - BAUSAI underway 
0652 - cleared 

O655 - MONTGOMERY cleared 
0657 - BHEESE cleared 
0700 - RAMSAY cleared 
1800 - At nooringa 


5 
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SEAPLANE T3TOERS UVDs) : . 

0600 - At moorings ■;/ 

1800 - At mooring* 



3 

3 


u 


It 1* again pointed out that 
ia the proper person to introduce this 
in this case. It mill be recalled the figures submitted by OTTO 
HJEHN to the Japanese Consulate on December 2, 1941, as described 
by him in hie statement furnished this office, were as follow* i 



7 Battleships 
6 Cruisers 
2 Aircraft carriers 

-VO 

27 Submarines 


It is observed that while HERN 'a figures are remarkably accurate 
regarding battleships, cruisers, aircraft carriers and destroyers 
in Pearl Harbor as of November 28, 1941, bis figures regarding the 
number of submarines are highly Inaccurate. It is to be noted 
the largest number of submarines In Pearl Harbor at any time during 
November 28, 1941, le four* 

It 1* pointed out, however, that due to the location 
of the submarine base In the harbor, it is hardly possible to ob» 
serve the submarines from any point outside of the Naval Reservation. 

For the Information of the Bureau, there is being en- 
closed with copies of this report a diagram of a Pearl Harbor 
Mooring and Berthing Plan which was drawn up January ID, 1941, and 
which is self-explanatory. 

« Attention is directed to the report of Special Agent In _ 
Charge R. L. SHIVERS, datOTSeceaber 26, 1941 at Honolulu, RMa. - 
UTthe ease entitled, "JAPANESE ACTIVITIES, Hooolml*, T. H. -SBF 
ESPIONAGE - J (CQHZUX^E* In this report there is set forth the 
decoded message transmitted by NAGA01 KITA,' Japanese Consul-General, 
Honolulu, to the Foreign Office, Tok^y/ under date of December 3, 
1941, which describes a signal plan far transmitting information 
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to th* Japanese Government regarding United State* Nary Fleet 
' activities at Pearl Harbor, T. H, One of the Mane by which each 
information was to be transmitted aa described in the Consulate 
[message was through, ■EGMB want-ad advertisements, 9»45 a»su, 
i (1) A Chinese rug, etc,, for sale - App/y Post Office Box 1476, , 
(indicates 3 or 6«" 

It has been determined t/iat Post Office Box 


Under date of January 19, 1942 fingerprint lnprese- 
„.ons ofl BERNARD JULIUS OTTO KUHtN and his wife.^FRIEEIEL AUGUSTS 
BEHTHErKU^Hy were forwarded to the Bureau for a check against the 
recordj Inthe Identification Division for any previous records 
on these Subjects, The Bureau advised by wire of February 1, 1942 
that there are no previous records of these individuals on file in 
the Identification Division, 
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indicated, explain this deletion. 




Deleted under exemption(s) 

material available for release to you. 


Ll 


'ith no segregable 


EH Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

EH Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

EH Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 

. was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


EH For your information: 




The following number is to be used for 
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Jr&rral fiureau of InueBtisatian 
United States department of Justice 
Bastiington, 9. ffi. 

V Jtebruary 19, 1942 


Received 4:50 p.m. 
Dictated 4:55 p.m. 


MEMORAND UM FOR MR. LADD 

PdJEHH, with aliases; 


RE: OTTJTCUEHH, w 

ESPIONAGE - J 


Ebr your information. Count 8 is the last of the specific 
overt acts alleged in tne charges i preferred against Kuehn. It 
reads as follows: ,■ 

"(2) Honolulu, T. H. On or aloout the third day of December, Nagao 
Kita did transmit a plan and system of signals previously 
— prepared by Berna rd Juliu s Otto Kuehn to the Foreign Minister 
of the Imperial Japanese Government at Tokyo, Japan." 


1 \. 

2 taR 3 • 1942 
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Deleted under exemption(s) 

aterial available for release to you. 
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with no segregable 


0 Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

1 1 Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 

, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government ageney(ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


I 1 For your information: 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
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ranscribed 2/23/42 
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. Further reference U»id. to «gr aeaoranda of January J, and ' 

January 19, 1942, regarding certain w)it{u dispatched by lag eai £it ay . 

Um Japanese Coneul In Honolulu, Hawaii, to the Foreign Minister tin Tokyo, 
setting forth a complete system of signals to be employed In Communicating 
Intelligence information to the Japanese Fleet. 
t - ' -- - ' : -> . * ' >, 

As you nay reeall. It eae determined that Semard Fulls* Otto ' ' 
Iuehn eae responsible for the preparation of the signaling syrtes In 
question, which he furnished to representatives of the Japanese Consulate 
e-i In Honolulu an Pec ember 2, 1941, 

* On February 19, 1942, Eueha went on trial before the Ellitary 

Coes lee ion In Honolulu following the preferring of charges by the Judge 
Advocate General’s Dopertaent, United State* Ariy. alleging a violation 
of Sections 31, 32 and 34, Tltls SO, United States Cone Annotated. Speci- 
fically, Kusbn was charged with conspiring with the Japanese Tice Consul 
In Honolulu to tranialt Information to Japan pertaining to the national 
defenaa of the United States and performing eartaln overt acts to mlnlnata 
— u- this oona piracy . Furthar, ha was charged with the transmitting, on or 
S> — about Oecobsr 2, 1941, at information relating to the United States 
!° P“ Fleet and the national dafsnae of America to an agent of the Imperial 
~ Japanese Gcvernaent. Iuehn was also charged with the mlawful obtaining 
n ; b| of information regarding the umber and types of United States vessels 
XL baaed at Pearl Harbor, with the Intent and reason to believe that the 

j , 1 ' lnforastloo obtained was to be used to the Injury of the United States 

and to the Advantage of Japan. - 

- m m 1 

The Hllltary Commission on February 21, 1942, returned a-verdictm 

_ of guilty on the above eberges and sentenced Iuehn to be Shot. ThtjlnffifmsgJ 

l ion with ref erencs to the verdict in this ease was furnished to trij Murieu 
in the strictest ef coofidsnee, with the request that It not be dirulge^t. — 
” “ ” i >' • . ° o c ’ 

As the execution of this sentence will constitute the f irjt' zc 

death laposed on a subject In an espionage ease In this country du/ing ™ 3= 

■ the present Horld Sar, It 1, belltfvAd that you say bs Interested lrf: ~ r- 1 * 

»h Is lnfomstlon. ^ i t; . ’ ~ 

6'EJfTFROM D. Q. ^ S : 'V Y~"" ") 


1 ^ SENT FROM D. O 


— 7 W 2 ,W‘ 


<;» * 

f Joh 


artfully. 


J . Edgar Hoovek 
John Edgar Hoover 
Director 







rin reply refer to 
^0e.0411A/44 


*•> 

^January B7, 1642. 


«#PCT30»AL A1TO 
— ' IPKS 

tHl y dear Ur. Hoover i 

-I acknowledge with thank ■ the reoelpt of your lat- 
'i4ara of January fi and January 81, 194£. afldreased to 
’^dBr. Berle concerning aartaln eotfvltlee on tha part of \k- 
, /.jithe Japanaas oonaular staff at Honolulu, Hawaii, and 
cln raaponaa to tha lattar communication wleh to atata 
,-U.that . , r.l- !- ■- 

-■<1) 'This Department haa plana undar way for tha ^ 
-^transfer of tha mambara of tha Jap ana a# oonaular ataff, 
othelr famllla a and antouraga to oontlnantal Onltad Stataa; 

. .. >(2) subsequent ex oh anga of tear lean and Japanese 

-veonaular par aormal la planned; 

<S) It doea not aaam advlaable to taka aotlon 
'booking to tha proaaoutlon of tha Barbara of tha Japanaaa 

• -consular ataff, their famlllea and entourage at Honolulu - r 
~ *««*for espionage and other subversive activities; 

. (4) Thera la no objection to Uia questioning of 
. «tha mambers of -the Japanaaa oonaular -ataff, t hair famlllea, 
^and antouraga at Honolulu regarding Intelligence aotlvl- 
, .ties, (including tha aotlvltlaa of third peraonaj ! * - 

JS) It la Important that tha queatlonlng by tha _ . 

* .«*Padaral -Bureau of Imreatlgatlon there ba dona promptly 
^rao It will not naeaaaltata delay In tha aalllng of the ^ 

~-4#Japanese offlelal paraonnal from Honolulu! 

(6) -Tha data of tha departure of tha -.Japanaaa from 
^Honolulu la not yat known to tha Dapartmant of State; 

■■■ (7) rThe Department of State will ba pleaaed to have 
c^tha -Japanaaa from Honolulu detained at a plaoa and undar 
-conditions of ouatody agreeable to the Federal Bureau of 
-Investigation; and 

'{8) The Department of State would appraolata recelv- 
- (ing from tha Federal Bureau of Investigation auggestlona 
- aa to .suitable plaoaa for thalr detention. 

Slnoeraly yours. 




BRECKIHRIDOE LOHO 
■Usdlstant Saoratary 

J. x Sdgar Hoover, Bsqulra, 

- -.Dlreotor, Federal Bureau of 
? Investigation, 

, r , -^apartment of JUstloe. 

' bii ,rj[ 
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■•^PDEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
?! -i^WWASHINGTON, O. C. 


-February 4, 1942. 


** r - , 


Cl»»fa 
Mr. L<^M 


Mr 

ItMtg 

Mr ... 

Haadua . 






-vMEMORASICl! FOR MR. H00VI3, 
-• DIRECTOR. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


»|« 

rlfu 

-_S ! 


* --*Tlefer«nee 1 b made to your memorandum of January 21, 

*1942, and previous memoranda concerning the possible prosecution __ 
of MagaoXElta, Japanese Consul General, end AtoJ lro)pkuda , Vice-Consul; 
it Bonolulu, In oonnectioa -with their espionage activities during the.' 
■**week prior to December 7, 1941. * rT 


I have discussed this natter with Breckinridge Long, ~ 
viadLselstant Secretary of State, and have been advised by him that the ~ 
Department of State cannot, in vie* of the pending negotiations for 
_ dt^the exchange of American and oneny diplomatic end consular officials/? 
'.-^consent to the detention and proaecutlon of Japanese officlala who 
rere subject to the exchange agreement. . . 


lr> 


- ^ 
' V 




«#llr. Long stated, ;however, -that Consul General Kite might 
--be Interrogated concerning his activities and the activities oT other 
#f>ersons who are not under the protection of the exchange agreement. 


weir. -Long advised me la-confldence that Kite has been detained lncom- \ 

t 


-•unlcado, which action was taken In retaliation for siailarrtreatment 
accorded to on American consular official in Southeaatyp ^A jjla y ^ 

With respect to the prosecution of persona (other than 
consular officials) who may have participated In espionage' activities 
It is suggested that prosecution be Instituted in accordance with the 
- la* now prevailing In the Territory of Hawaii. lour memorandum of 
January 19, 1942, state6 that the Military Commission established In 
..the Territory of Hawaii is presently exercising Jurisdiction over all 
-capital offenses and other violations where the prescribed punishment 
,Ji In excess of five years' Imprisonment and/or $5,000 fine. 


It is requested that reports, covering the investigation 
of the activities of Be rnard Julius Otto auehn, his family and associates, 
be furnished to the flrlaiiv.l~Divi e. i o r. . 


-\ Respectfully, 

I**-*- *** a 

^z<rr. 



_ WENDELL BERGE 
.Assistant Attorney Gsjiv 


f*bruarj U t IW 


■ Oghfl jOTm. 


-■ gtirr-l-l Agant la Char go 
j i j ht oli U, a** ail 


-**», bapajiis* espioug* actiutusj 

-ooa/iui - J . 


■ : t»« r Sir i ' 

«#6 

» t -vkh Is fiotod bar* loaf tar a aaaoraa- 

.-tr- da tad Jabraory 4, 1942, racaivad tgr U* taraau fro. Aaalataat Attorn«y 
~^*Oa*aral fcadall Bargei ;r 

s" ■ '’^“•jufaraaea i, aada to /our asaoraadura of Jaaaai 7 21, 1942, 

^«ad ararioua aaaoraaaa aoac arming tha poaalhla proaaoatioa of ~ 
;m|uw Uta, lifutat Cacao! Gaaaral, aad dtaj&ro Okada, Tlca- jf- 
• -T-a’ggariil at leoplalu, la ooaaaatioa with thair aaplooaga aotlrl- 

-tlaa daring tha aaak prior to Daoaabar 7, 1941* - ' 

..... . W . „ -... 

■■■’ Ut> Alacoasad thia aattar with Braoklnrldga Ua|, 

-**aalataat Saorata ry or Stata, and tan ba«. odrlaad ty hi* that 
•v&tha Sapartaaat of Btata oahoot, la wiaw of tha paadlag magotlatleaa 
j/rt/or tha azshaaga of Aasrloaa aad a»*aj diplomatic aad aooaular 
r “^affialala, oonaaat to tha dataotloo aed proiaootlaa of A*p*n*»* 

.... gaffioUlt who ara vahjaat to tha axohaaga agraaaant. 

. im. Long atatad, hoaarar, that Cooaal Caaaral Uta Bight 
ha latarrogatad oonoaralag hi* aotlrltl** aad tha aetlwltlaa of 
•rothar parsons oho ara aot oodar tha protootlon of tha axahanga 

, F *r. ioog ad* 1 b»< 1 oa la ocmfldaooa that Uta haa baan 

da tain ad lao oanal aado, which nation waa tahaa la ratallatloo 

f or aladlar traataant aocordad to an laarloan aoaaular official 

..... la Hoatfcsaatsra Asia. 

»llth raapaot to tha pro»aeatloa of poraooa (othar than 
. ^ooaauiar official*) who Bay har# partloipatad in #*pionaga 
aetlrlti**, It la auggaatad that proaaeatioa ha lnatltatad U 

’ aooardaaca. sith tha Ui bo* >ir, railing la th* Tarrltory of 

StfUMotaa of January .19, 1942 , atataa that 


M Altf D 3 

I*" FEB 12 134 ^ ^ 



FEDERAL BURE* 11 0T ,NvtSr ' v ’*I[° N 

S. DtPAHlMENl OF lU &TlCf 



SAC Honolulu - 2 - *3flX/iA 

'i*ai -JAPABEbE IW10HAGE ACTIVITUb; 
vCOHflh* - J 


-'Ullltary Ooaaisslon established in the Territory of Hawaii Is 
.presently exercising Jurisdiction ovar oil capital offenses and 
. ■ -"Other violations ahera the prescribed punlshnent ia In ozoeaa of 

-five year a' inprlaonaent and/or 15,000 fine. ^ 

-•It la requeated that reporta covering the investigation of 
.the aetivltlea of Bernard Julius Otto luahn, hi a f sally and 
• -Odkeaooiatea, be furmlahed to ths Criminal Division.* -.£.**;»** ; 

- It la suggested that your Investigation In this ease be oonduoted 
In accordance with the Instructions contained In the abova aeaorandoa. 

' ^Tor your lnfornatlon, the Departnent has orally advised that the 
- ■ — ta tenant contained in paragraph three -of the quoted aemorendua to the >*— •** • 
effect that Consul Oeneral Alta night be Interrogated la not Intended to 
vital t your Investigation or questioning to that Individual. 

-’the Departnent of State has also advised the Bureau that It 
‘ Utuould interpose no objeotlon to the questioning of the neabers of the , . 

-Japanese eonsular staff, their faailiea and entourage at Honolulu re- 
-*B#ardlng Intelligence activities, Including tha activities of third . 

^fersoci. Tha Stats Dapartaant addsd that it la laportaat that tha ' 
-Wjusatlonlng by tha Bursau ba dona pronptly so it sill not neoesaltata 
■ delay in the sailing of tho Japanese official personnel froa Honolulu. 
p ■ ? § ' - * *’ * - -v 1 

. "i-fory truly yours, \ 


John Edgar Hoover 
dlUrector 










Transcribed 2/23/42 



o 

b*i wuw nun ono m 


Kuohn has tew tho euhjeet of w Intensive lavestigatlw V 
H selal Agwnts ef the FBI wd representatives wf OBI •inoe hbni»i 7 ( 1939* 

So CO when information was received by the FBI teat he mas suspected af being 
m espionage ageet. Eusbn sea reported ta have aa apperwt to area af 
laaaaa although te aalatelnad tag tews la Baaail and wtartaiaad lavishly. 


z5^ 


Xmvestlgatlw dlaolaaad that Kasha aaa bon la Barilo, 

' aa hi/ i5, U95, nd aarrad la ths Imperial Qeraaa Bevy daring Bar Id 
i Bar I. Fallowing a Oaa battle with w tegllab war weasel, bla ship waa 
tank and Kusbn waa taken aaptiwa by the Bnglish and interned an til tba 
— } f*~ J^end af boatllltlaa. After bla return ta Germany, he atudlad arsbitactarw 
jC § and again watered tba Baraaa aawal aarrloa aa a lieutenant aboard tbo 

aether telp of a mine eweeper flotilla. After thus earring for about six 
months, Kaeba waa released wd placed la the Bawal Beaerwe Corps. Be 
4 studied medicine at the Qaiwerslty ef Berlin and the Balwerslkr of Banish 

< for about a year and a half wd then engaged la warloua eeeapatloaa la Oeraacy. 

\ Bobjeet teoamo aaaoelated with the Baal Forty la 1990 fallowing 

/ ) bla atteadwoe at a meeting sailed by Hitler la Kiel, Qenaay. Aaoordlag . 

f -? to Kaeba, ha was eonsidered with Jtelnbold Bsydrlah for the pOsitiw of 

Chief ef the Gsrmaa Oestape wider Keinriob Blwlor, but beeeuee of Blamler'o ‘ 
dislike for Kuehn , "Bey drlob yeeeiwed tbo appointawt. 

Bn Bay 10, 1920, at Bwiloh, Oermany, tuaha aarrled Frledal Birk, 
wte although previously amaarrlad was tba mother of too ehlldrw, toopold 
wd Bath. .Too owa, Bart In Kbarhard and Boms Psoehim wsre bora of this 
morrloge. ( Leopold Kasha la prwwtly ssrring ths Beal Forty oo osslstont 
to Propaganda Blalatar QoabboloO Both Kuabm carried I. Carson Booro, with 
whom oho resided la Bono lulu on til Deoeaber A, 1941. when oho res tafcw 
Into sustody as a Oarmw ollw by Bpeclal Agwta of tho , 


-^k 


Caaba was 


first admitted to the United tftetes at- 


,mm Aam t 15, 1995, for tbo oatwolbla purpose ef studying thaJ9*^4te lea£uega. '' 
m I n we s tlgation disclosed that ewer |70,000 woo deposited ta the ersdlt <£ 1Q . 0 

** Kaeb a smd bio wlfo la tbo Bishop Rational Bank at B wo la l a bp thA Dwtdfdw^ 

,i^. a Ban k lo eoe lotion, imsterdaa, through tho Batloual City Bank 

Salween Bay 14, 1996, wd February 7, 1999. This I nc ome ouppe 
from lnweatawto aad business Interests held by Bubjset la Germany and 
^ BoH aad. During an lntarwlaw with Subject by rapreawtatlwaa pf 

ISTaabar 2, 1999, Kuahn assarted that ha waa raeslwlng aonsy from property 



kw dleeleeed the t Kaefca ku dene aonaldaraVle 
■tortklklf la Banolala, nhlfalUaf a partleelsr lataraat is txmj aei 
I»7 sffloara. It 1* alio tao«i that aa anil* tad taller la a lalfora, 
telrlaf a ear elth fearl Barber t<|i, tad alee aa ante an Mia baarlaj 
Identification U|l *t Schoflald Barr ae la, ku beaa aeea rlaltinj (ubjaet. 






- Mwrtlii ta UftruUw rtMl<n4 from M, aa daauar/ »i ' ' . *.'• ■' 

1940, lallabla aourcoo ladlaatad that a aeupla idaatiflad aa Or. aad 
■r*« fHadal, apparantly Oaraan, ftraqataUp kU aaaratl/ approaahad tha 
itfiuM Qaaaulata Oaoaral is Honolulu and had mwiM that ha tram -J 
alt aaaa Infaraatlda ta tha dapanoaa hi/. <ha dal/ 10, 1940, tha 
dapaaooo Oannulata Oanaral ra^uartad tha fok/o foroign Offlaa ta adriaa 
than af tha ral lability af tha Friadala. Tw da/a la tar, Moardiag ta 
W, tha fhral^ Offlaa rapllad, atatlac la affaat that tha Oapanaoa 
■aa/ aeald aat plaaa tha Vkladala Tory vail tat tha/ asald Ilka ta rnaalaa 
thatr lafaraatlaa tgr alra with a aatatlaa that it ananatad froa thaa. 

0-8 addad that tha dapaaaaa Oar/ apparantly aaa proparad ta aaapanaata ' , 

tha fMadala far thalr lafaraatlaa aaoordlig ta lta ralua, tha friadala . f 
la all probability dra idantioal alth laaha aad hla ulfa. 




OB Fabruary 19, 1941, laaha want aa trial hafara tha lllltai/ 
Oaaalaalaa la Honolulu far alalatlaah af Oaatlaaa H, IS «d J4, tltla 90, . 

I. 0. A. Irlafl/, thaaa ahargaa alia (ad that Suaha aaaapirad alth tha 
Tlaa Coaaul In Honolulu ta traacalt ta dapaa lafaraatlaa partainlng ta 
tha national da f aaaa of tha feitad Otataa aad yarfara aartala arart aata 
ta aulalaata tha oonaplraoy. furthar, aa ar about O a aaabar >, 1941, Kuaha 
traaaalttad lafaraatlaa ralatlag ta tha Dal tad Otataa laral float aad 
aatlonal dafanaa af Aaarlaa ta aa afnt af tha Xppirlal dapanoaa Oovaraaaat, 
Caaba aw aloo ahargad alth unlawfully obtaining laforaatloa raapaotlag 
tha atabar aad t/paa af flhitad Otataa naval mi'll baaad at faarl Harbar 
alth tha la taut aad raaaoa ta bailor* that It aaa ta ba aaad to tha injury 
df tha foltod Otataa aad ta tha advantage af tha dapaaaaa flararaawt* 


1 aardlot of guilty aa aaah af tha above ahargva aaa raadarad 
by tha Military Ooaalaaloa an Fabruary 81, 1942, aad luahn aw pan t on w I 
ta ba abet. 





65-1574 -£<2, 

Vi it£l Transcribed 2/23/42 

Mtt Iwnl IMs i. hUw 
tnnUi; to to* fmltat 
tto tolto I*um 
i Mtlifto ) I* l> •' 


../.‘is 


•tor ttoarml «ato*o| ' 

lafartoto 1* tod* to to lattor *f tmaarj 9, 1942, aad 
it* teelamr*, sfciah rturM to* translation# af esrtala MMtpl 
sx«hasf*d batman to* /tftsiH Conaulato la laaolal* tad to* 

!■ hNip tffioa is Totgr*, l«r«< 

^ it m hjt msU, to* translation of *a* *f to* m ***• 

>, **«*•> di»r»t*b*d to l*s*ab*r ), 1941, by lt|H Kits, to* Japaatta 

- Onnl is looolule, to to* for* lea Miaistor is Tokyo, **t forth • 

J] soaploto *yrt*a *f iifMl* 4* b* s**4 Is tmaltUsi UfMMttw 

Vj I* to* Japaaaso n-i portainiac to to* Stotor *a4 wninto at , 

Cl toitod Otato* nw<l> stationed *t fwl tor bar. to* *f to* *l|toi* 

yj to b* **pl*y*d n* • *lij^t la dorasr «rindo* of blut boa** fro* 

£ 7 to *. to I to to *r*ry tear*, toleh on* to indicate to* wlH»|l 

1 |S 7“ *f to*rl**a airsraf t **rrl*r* bad battl* fora** *a Mr tola tola*. 

5> ^ I*T»*tl(*Uon hw <isalo**d tost to* Kil »— ho*** vith 

ST/ 3 to* terasr visa** asntionsd is tol* *l(ul to* #*n*d by tontard 

■ V lX. /oXluo otto la* bn tad hi* *lfe Fried al. 1b*** lndirldualfc 41th 

■ 5r?P toalr d*n*htor, luto C*r*o* Boor*, **r* lotoro*d at lonolola** 

P — * hr I, 1941. r»U**U>| hi* 4*to*tl«a, In* bn la * *rlttoa . 
*toto**nt sfalttod that h* yr*p#r*d to* *1 catling *y*tsB In 4 ** «t 4 *a 
7 s'] at to* r*qv**t at *ffl«ltl* *f to* Japan*** 0*n*ulato la ilanolnl»£ 
^ ' finl*Uii| It to to** *n to«**h*r I, 1941. It 1* also k$**n that ^ 
/^taha *o an* Moaalon r**alv*d 114,000 froa a /apaaaaa Centals to 
_,/[ offialal U tonolal*. . ' ^ 

Cbarf*a a<ala*t taeha for violatloa of to* F*d*ral 

Baploaac* tot **r* preferred to to* Jod<* tore oat* 0«a*r*l*a 


1 B »' ^ C, t /? • . .( 


-2322R flcOMjJyjfJCATIONS SEC I ION 

" " mailed 5 

* FEB 25 1942 Rtt 


fiOlKAL BUREAU Of INVESTIGATION 
U. B, OCf ARIMf VT OF JUSTICE 


7% 








bjw IwtU IMi l. IMm* 



kftrtMei) V* •« Artor It looolulo, I, I., and m Titniqr tl, 
1942, Cuba vu ooarlotod ty Ut Kill Ur/ Ow lwtw mi Hn twiil 
to to toot. 

MUiM horoU, to of foooiblo Utmit to to frooltont 
Ml j»«, 1* a morudM riftMtlu I trlif rau>7 if too Ufim- 
tlou iMUim im too fllo* of tolo taroaa oosooralaf laoto, 

•Ito Mwrmii of to tlfHort voforto. 





flaoorol/ purl, 


■^toeortoaTu; 



Attoobaont 

b g*m 

BSSSUBL 






1M£ ' 

>» ‘xzvoaAXDDv ran im. TOtsot ' 

> '•,•?« • , ’ ' / , - . ,♦ MS. TAM 

-ft*-. ' "■ ” .-'v - ,• «* iirz> 


Xn etnforonoe with the Attorney 
General toJ ay g r oujgeited that he gtue hie 
very prompt c, {tent ion to the memorandum that 
fcad been dfx-oted to htm concerning Bernard 
Juliut Cttv^uehn. the German, alien who SSI 
fie on tried by Military Court in Saoaii and ... 

/ ordered to be ohot. I a dotted tht Attorney S . . 

General that the dtcitien in this case woe ■ 

secret, but 1 believed he ehould inaeitately ' 

ditcust the matter with the J'rteident, the 
State Pepartnent, and the War Stpartment in 

- order that an varly d ocieion mould bt made ' * 

at to the ditposiiion 0/ the oane with duo 
consideration to any pots i bit retaliation 
against natienalt 0/ thto country in either 




JOHN^tOG^h HOOVER 



■ O CONFil^TIAl ) j 

Jcbrrnl Bureau of luoratigation 
Snitch States department of Justin- 
Stastjington, B. <E. 

SECRET “* rch 5 > 1942 


UEMOHANDUU FOR 1 


1 


Ret Bernard Julius Otto Kuehn, 

irith aliases; et al.; Espionage- 
J. 


At the request of 

MMjHfr of the National Defense Division, the two 
^Rotostatic copies of a coded radiogram, designated as' - 
Cl, which were submitted to the Bureau with an Irr.'estl rative 
ReportmadeinHonolulu on January 31, 1942 

in connection with the above-entitled case 

wer^examEedT^ 




Specimen Q1 is apparently transmitted in Japanese 
Diplomatic Code to Gaimudaijin, the foreign office at Tokio, 
and is signed Kita, the cable signature for the Japanese 
.Legation at Honolulu. This message is apparently transmitted 
/in Japanose Diplomatic Code or enciphered code and could 
I not be decoded in the Laboratory inasmuch as the necessary 
I code books are not available. 


i/ 

It, 

Lie 



event that any additional information is received regara5ng\ 
this code and a decode is effected your office will be advised* 


Respectfully, 


COPIES DESTROYED 

39 9 AUG 4 1970 



klcurpad I 


C0PY 


FEDERAL BUREAU Or lftEtsTIvAi^tl j 

14 ; AR JL 15 

U. S. DEPA JvjIIJE 


1 219 



• 5 *- 


<*»molulu, T. 1. 

14, U4I 


ifBt la Chart* 
- - Jot Mti low Tork 


^a*i 




-isannuL ncmm - *i 

rifgfAliaa bajr Control) 


^Stor tlri -•'r-r a-- 

' 1 £ «l*fer*noo to node to lurowi lottor dated February 9, 1941, 
..aria th# ooso ost it 1 od , 'JifUin Aotlrltloe, feaolulu, t. B.) MPIOIdS- 
^%00iriU (/).• of ^iloh the low Tort City yield Uololon >u furnished 
- .A < M t eepy, fereoa <llo #S6-16T4. .. p 

ff« tho lafonotlM of tho Tot York field Ddrlaloa, raferenoo 
VJiritt lottor Mkoo reference te~aa lnroetlgatloa of oat mub JKJVt 
_ajrt >Itd Dm, bottor known u OTTO 1Q1M, tgr tho feaolulu Qfflee, in 
9rfeooanoetlon with tho /apanee* espieaac* aetl video In fenolulu, t. J. 

-OTTO on m ton rfuljr M, Ulf, U Berlin, femur. <* April, Till, 
oallitod la tho ferau Tory, and booano a nldthlpnu aboard a ? 
^feran oral Mr, oerrlac watil fernery 1916, whon klo (hi; on* oaak 
-«*and ho wa« ando a prisoner of war )gr tho feltlah. followloc tho 
^ JMJ*l*tloo, KOCBI roturnod to ferlln, renalalnc la femur «P util 
* Itipll, 19S6. During that period, la I960, ha, together with hit 
-- >sj9erife and own, booano a aoabor or tho lad Party. On oat oeeasloa, 
--’^Tln 1951, by klo mb ototonoat, bo wao ooaoldortd fbr a poeltion 
-'«ftdttdth tho lad Party which wao Uotoad given to UIMM)ID BTBBICH 
, .-jjwnnd whioh la tor developed into tho poaltlon of thltf of tho fernu 
^awpfeetope ayotOT. After falling to obtain thlo pooltlos.'ZUXBI worked 
. |ff»r a brief period a, as lnreetlgator for the lad Party, but bocoao 
^Involved in eoao dlffleultloe with tho jar^r and wao forced to re* 
al(B, >Tollo«lat whioh, la April, 1986, ha loft Ooraasy with hit wife, 
^proceeding to Bowlalu, where ha hat date rmalned. At tho protect 


’ .. Tarwotlfatlon by tho feaolulu Of floe hao developed 
. KOKBI, ferU« lorefeor, 1941, -worked eloooly with the Japanese * v - 

. Coaauiato at feaolulu la furalehlag lafornatioB regarding: the vid o iq 
,~ e tenhoro and typow Of felted ttatoo levy Ihlpe la Pearl ferbor, 

■a'ZT. JL, and aloo deviled * plan of dpialo by noaao of Which >*~A3Tf.^ Q_ 


-ffilnfttmatloa regarding the noTtaeato of felted ttate* levy ahipT 
--»in feaallw water* alfht bo traamltted to tho Japaaoao Pleat. 

' iBu 'UUw/' 







mwac, Y 


lark, law lark 


’“•fabruary *4, 1941 


,.„*Aa a remit af OTTO EDIBR’a aotlrltlaa la tbii oonnaotion, ha hat -< 
«**ead trial before a military eomdiilon, which oonrtned at Honolulu ' 
;■ fab ru ary It, 194*. -Although tha trial was comp la tad an February *1, 

1*42, tha Tardict of tha oomaii (ion baa mot baaa mada public, tla } 

-t -* an tire prtfbeedingi haring baaa caaduotad la atrletait prlraoy. j? 


-■ »• - 

4U, lev fork, law York 


i 





j 



*3ror tha laforaatloa of tha Buraau, tha Motmrjr lnqulrlaa 
~M»to kaan aada by Mm lonolulu FI a Id Offlea to datamiaa tha oontaota 
ae^ualntaacaa of OTTO CDIIK orar a pari ad of ttoa, ■< Oil «oh 
-4»paraon* bora olthar ban lubjaota of oaporota iarartlgatlona by tha 
■r .^Baaolulu Flald off ica ar hara baan approprlataly ollalmtad oa onai . 

; who adfht ba n(>|ad la any ootiTitlaa inimical to tha iataraata of 
-aha Baitad Btataa Ooaannaat. 

.«7ary truly youra, fe.- 

B. L. Bhlvara 
-^•paclal A* ant la Charja 




February 16, 1942 


Hissuai . ;■ ; • -A -V'.: 


BSl JSRMAHD JULIOS OTTO KUKHB, ’ *■’ A ■■ 

with aliases t Otio K^uehn, (otto Bihn,' 
Otto E.H(ufaa, Kr.Htoehnj r 


KSPXOHAGE - 0 - J 

Subject first came to the attention of the Bureau la 

1939 i 



.•VailWTM v u-KTr.T i m ■ ■ »»■»..' 


nds In ths Hawaiian Islands, who dsslrsd to rosin 
anonymou s, Indian ting that subject and his wife, Trisdsl Bsrta Aguste 
Knehn, wrt hollered to bo espionage agents. this roport indicated 
_p that although ths Euehns bad no apparent source of Income, the;' owned 
p ij, too hoses at Kailua, Oahua, one of ohioh oaa Tory largo and, further, 

gf C' ~ that the/ ontortainsd lavishly, particularly A ray offioors. This 

.rj Information mas immediately roferred to OS I and 0-2. Ths San 

I — c Af Francisco Held Division of ths Bureau was Instructed to oondkict an 

feitfrv lnTostlgatioa regarding the Euehns uhen an Agent n> next la the 
8 ~ SQ, Territory of Hawaii. 

y C/3 C °3~ • ' ■ * " “ ' 

55 — Inquiry has disolssad that Kuehn was horn In Berlin, ' 

Pu n - Oaratny, on July 2$, 189$. Bhila serving as an Ober-Llnutennnt In 
£ P~iX> c^the Imperial German Bevy during World war 2, his ship was sunk sod 
Jgp ~' J . . 3 hs was picked up hy H. H. 8. Lion, lo was interned at Edinburgh until 
<5 — -S Pi the end of hostilities, when he returned to Germany, Subject stayed 
s' .-nhCj4tflh the Osman Bavy for a use time, eventually being dismissed tharefrcm 
— ujfd"^ for alleged financial difficulties, 
jgH 

gt-ro Kuahn married his wife rriedsl on Kay 10, 1920. At that tins 

model was the mo 


sons, Karlin Eberhard and Hans Joachim, resulted Cr 

Kuehn admittedly has been associated with 
sines 1930, although he contends be did not b sooms 
At ths latter tins, he aassrtediy accompanied 
Munich to see an official about securing a job 
a ruse, JUj^Psupposrdly got to ths official bef 
result, mcolvea the position which subseque ntly de 
of the German Oestapo system, working under 


ft ■/-+-( u 




- a 


On August X), 1935, fiiehn ui emitted to tho United States 
It Bo nolulu for a tvalvo-aonth period as • non- Emigrant, it that tla* . 
be gate aa the purpose of hi* visit the desire to stud/ the Japanese 
language la order that he night return to his native country and scours 
a position as translator and interpreter In the Bureau tils field. 

The inalgration records oontaln a stateasnt made by Enabn revealing 
that he arrived in lee lork City on April 39, 1935, in transit to 
Japan via Bono lulu. Bceever, upon reaching the Orient, be deoided 
be could make better progress in his study of the Japanese language 
at the University of Hssaii and, accordingly, returned to Honolulu on 
August 15, 1935, aoeoapanled by hia children lath end Martin Ibex-hard. ; 

bebn's original entry pernit eas extended to August 14, 1937, " 
to enable hia to "continue his Japanese studies," Apparently be left 
Honolulu following this extension linos ha eas admitted to tho United 
Statei as a quota Imlgrant on October 39, 1934. - - 



At tho ties of their entry into this country, the Kuebns stated 
that although neither af then eas employed, they had ample funds to I 
a over their expenses Ails hers. . | 





appaarlac la 0(1 'a flla indicating that It mt hyoaalhla ft r ^ 


b7c 





I 
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J 
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i . / ;v,** %. "T - ”, ■ v , t 1 ' T"’ •' '*’• r'- . * .* 

the townalatdoo of ew of 1k*N wseagws dlspatobsd <• 
fiaeaabar 3, 1941* *7 UU, tha Japans so Consul In Isoolalu to tha ,\ 
foreign Minister at Tokyo, aat forth a eoaqpleta ^stm of signals ' - ' 

to ha uaad la scmmlsatiag intslliganaa lnfanaatlon to tha snowy. 

Ctaa of tha ■< r"* 1 * to ha oaad «u I "light in tow window of TsTws 
honoo torn 7 p. m. to 1 a. a. mry hour", lndl sating too sailings 
of aircraft oarrloro and battle foroao an oartala datoa* 

la o a on aa too tranalation of tola woo go waa roost-red, too 
■onolnln 71 aid Office with OHZ and 0-3, Inatltotod an inwoatlgatlon for 
too purpose of identifying and looatlng too persons rasponalbla far tola 
algnal, Xt at aneo appeared that tha Kalana hoc aa with tha "denar - 
hinds*", wntloned in too above algnal, waa owed hjr behn, _ s 

Subject, with hit wlfo md daughter, Into Oaroon too ra, 
were taken Into custody an Deosnber 6, 1941, aftor tha declaration 
..oiNw agalnat tha toltod States hjr tnwny. ■'*- - '* 



behn waa lntervlsaed eeverel tlaes and on Deosnber JO* 1941* 
ha submitted a statownt, edaittlng that ha had praparod tha 070 ton of 
algnala for tot Japanese Consul Oonaral tolch war* ott oat In tho 
Conaal'o tologrno of Soootoor 3, 1941. to aloo otatod that hlo haw - 
at film and hla haach honoo at lanlkal wwro tha plaoao from tolah 
tha algnala war# to have boon aant by hla. to did not atodLt tvor 
sending any algnala, bowovar, and atatod that ha had no In taction of 
doing 00 at tho tlao ho fnraltood tow to too Consul Qanoral, 


to thl* oennaetlon, toahn explained that ho oontaotod too 
Japanese Vioa Conool In Bonolnla during tovwribor 1941, and offered to 
assist In attaining inform tl on of interest. Tha Tlee Consul aasartodly 
aakad behn far data regarding too naabor af tolpa in towallan waters, 
to toleh Toahn replied bo would find out. too Tlao Consul alto ashed 
Kuehn about wnsuvers of too United States flaot In tho Padile, hat 
toahn oontonded ho oould not ascertain tola information, toaraupon, 
toa Ties Conaol s up posedly requested toahn to work oat a aat af algnala 
toarsby toa JOpanasa fltot oould ho advlaod aa to tha nunbar of Awrloan 


Ships In Poarl Harbor and their aevewnts. Tallowing tola Contest, 
toahn with hlo eon, tone Joechla, ago ton, drove to too vicinity 'of, 
Pearl Harbor and observed tha ships Users at that tlw. torso or "S; 


four days later, subject again oontaotod the Japanese Tios Oonool at 
which tlw he alto oonferrad with the Consul Oeneral, Hagao'Klta. Xt 
was on this visit that toahn submitted his signalling ay star. However, 



\ 

i 


i 



L, 



- • - 


fallowing * **a**ltatl«» trtww Kite Ad th# Tie* tanl, Uw Utter 
to 14 Kasha th* ifitu «a* too aoaplloated and raquaated hi* to prepare 
a flnpler aathod. This Kasha 414 and delivered tea ravlaad ijltw to 
th# Japan*** Tlo* Oaoiul on Decanter A, 1941. Aa tea anas date h* 
famished written lnforaatlon aoaooralag th* aoabar and warloa* type* 
•f ship* la Bawallaa uteri, ahleh data sara wuteefurotly dateralnad 
apoa Inquiry t* b* •ubateatiallp oorraot. 

It 1* aated that an *r about Oe tob«r tf, 1941, *14,000 **ah 
waa delivered tf Tadaal Borlaura, Fourth Secretary of tha Japan*** 
Oonaulat*, Bonolulu, ta Kasha at hi* maidens* at Kalana, Kalina, Oahu, 
T. I. 


- ' At th* praaomt tins Kasha, alth hi* wlf* and daughter, Bath 

Oaraoa Moor*, la datalnad at th* laalgratl an Station in Scuolul*. Jt 
1* anticipated that ehargaa will b* prafarrad against Sobjaat In tha 
lnnadiate fvtara br th* Jndgs Advocate Oanaral'a Bapartnant, V, A. Army, 
at Bonolulu. thaa* aharga* will b* brought andar thro* sonata, Th* 
first aoent will allege a wlaUtlon of Sootloa 14, Tltlo 50, V. S. 6. A., 
to alti a eon (piracy to violate Seotion >2, Title |0, In that Otte 
Kaatan aenaplred alth the flee Consul, Japaneeo Consulate, te trananlt 
lnforaatlon pertaining te th* national dafaua* of th* tel ted State* and 
performed avert sets te culminate th* aonsplraay. The second aount 
will aharf* a wlaUtlen of Bastion 32, Tltlo 50, B. S< C. A., in that 
on or about Dacca ber 2, 1941, Otto Kasha did tranaalt lnforaatlon ra- 
latlng to th* teltad Stats* Sawy Float and national dafansa af tha 
tel tad Stats* te aa agent ef a ferelgn gerermaaat, te *lti the laperlal 
Japans*# towenuunt. The third eeunt will allege a viola t ion sf Section )i, 
Title 50, V. A. 0. A., In that on or about Bovaabor 17, 1941, U th* - 
vicinity *f Faarl harbor #»vy lard, Oahu, T. I,, Otte Knalai did uilavfully 
and feloniously ebtain lnforaatlon raspectlng th* national dafansa af 
tha Baited States, te wit! th* nunbar and type* of teltod State* Saval 
ship* baied at Faarl Barter, Oahu, t, K 
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fflmttaa 
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1*1 KaUHB-JnU Pg OTT O MM 
*ith *Ua*a*f 

wpxoauci («-J) 

for jrg sir lafornatlao, th»r* U attached A 
y'nni»»ry aeaorandua oaaaamlnc tha abava aaotionad rubj act . 

luahn, *ith bit *ifa and teach tar, lath Paraon 
■^fteora, la fraaantlr detained at tha laalfratlos ttatlan Ja 
Honolulu and It la antiolpeted that afaarcaa *111 ha pre- 
ferred acalnat hia In tha laaadlata ftttnra hr tha /ode* 
Adaaoete teaeralU Oapartaant, I. A. krmj. — . 

It la aotad that tha prafarrinc af aharjaa acalnat 
Bubjaet vat delayed pendlnc tha return to looolulu af 

Bpeolal Agent la Chart* Ihlrara, tea la a aaaaaaarr *ltoa#a 
thla aaaa. 


— -n C3 ® 


At^aBhaant 


kifMtfdir, 

■" £ . •; 

I. I. late 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 


March 16, 1942 


MEMORANDUM TOR MR. J. EDGAR HOOVER, 
DIRECTOR. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . 

Re: Frledel Barta August e^Euehn 

with aliases j) 

Bernard Julius Otto Kuehn 
with aliases 
Espionage (0 ) 


^^^^^Referen^^^unade to the Report of 

January 5, 1942, a^Honolulu, T. H., - - 
^^^^^flroove^^fftled matter, which refers to the Report of „ 
Special Agent R. L. Shivers, dated December 26, 1941, at 
Honolulu, T. H. 

It Is requested that the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
transmit to the Criminal Division a copy of the above 
described Report of Special Agent R. L. Shivers dated 
December 26, 1941 at Honolulu, I. H. 

Respectfully, 


WElTDEliL 'BERGE , • 

Assistant Attorney General. 



%4 f. Q . (►. a*, (wmJ J 
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SBOCKDBSD ^5?57^ <*,? *f*U *, IW . 

..... ' . ... 1 . -''■*•*» 

~ .l* ‘-i , . ,v 

Wll ASSIST AIIT ATTOBBg OMBUL CTP WJ- ■*«« 


1*1 mass. BAWi 40Q0STK ion with tllUMj 
■SOURS JULIOS OTTO IDSBH olth iUumi 
SSPIOUGS a and I 


hrmiat to tba roquoat aoctal n ad in jour Mont- 
ta of laurok 16, 1942, jour rofaronoo UiKSDiaao, 146-7-1312, 
thoro 1* attoehod • oopy of tbo roport of Spositl 4<ont la 
Charga ft. L. ShiToro, datod DooMibor 26, 1941* ot lonoluln, 

T. H», raflooting Information regarding tfco above aap t laned 



f»tj truly yoora. 


John Edgar Boo T*r 
Director 








Francis Biddle 
Attorney General 




March 6, 194 2 . 

SECRET 

MEMORANDUM FDR 

THE ACTING SECRETARY CF STATE: 

Wiat do you think? I am inclined 
to think that Kita, on arrival in the continental 
United States, should be kept incommunicado and 
not placed with the other Diplomats. Plenty of 
food but no conmunications in or out. 

F.D.R. 



torch 6, 194 2. 


- COP 

u 


3 


My dear Mr. President: 

X am returning to you herewith the memorandum 
addressed to you by the Attorney General under date of 
torch 4 which you sent me with your memorandum of 
March 6. 

I think the steps which you yourself suggest are 
wisest under the circumstances. I am afraid that if 
we undertake criminal proceedings against Kita, the 
Japanese will immediately retaliate against a number 
of our own consuls now within their jurisdiction. 

Believe me 

Faithfully you rs , 

SUMNER WELLES 


Enclosure: 

To the President from the 
Attorney General, March 4, 1942, 
re Nagoo Kita, Japanese Consul 
in Honolulu. 


i'he President, 


The White House. 




° QM ; 

(Office erf (ictteral > 

Washing hnt,13 .QL r' m, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

March 9> 1942 »i*. 


&Ii»i <5»n^ar 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HOOVER 


I am enclosing herewith a oopy of my memorandum 
addressed to the President under date of March 4» with 

O 

reference to Bernard Julius Otto Kuehn and Nagao Kita. 

I am also enclosing a copy of the President's memorandum 
of March 9 to which he attached a copy of a memorandum 
to the Acting Secretary of State and a oopy of the State 
Department's reply. 

These are transmitted for your information. 


Francis Biddle 
Attorney General 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
Washington 


March 9, 1942. 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE 

ATTORNEY GENERAL i 


FDR YOUR INFORMATION. 


F.D.R. 
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■tsrrncs^; 


liftriui L* ■(• to agr nanlla to yo« to I *4 
rtVn >7 M, IMS, aad to yo*r Mwmlu data* torch V, , j I 

1M2, vlth anoloturat, ooaearalof Itnuri Jttllat Otto taaha V 
•art (imr JtgMili Co aval taunl tojaa Ilti *f Jtsaolmla. - v 
Havall. . • ... . /tf v » 3. - .* 

It U Ht«! la tto tool* tad M(r *f jtv aaaoraadoa 
for tit* Fritiiitk 4a tad Karat 4, lS4f> that yo» ladteata la 
tha aae^ad paragraph of that aaaoraolaa that *Ilta vat aourl- 
aartlalad, . . 1 hattaa to roapaetfolljr call poor attaatloa 
to tha foot that tha aaaa Xlta vaa apparantly laaivartaatly 
traaierlhad late /ttr a aao randua at that polat rathar thaa 
tha aaaa itaha. A# rafloatod la ay rafaraaoa aaaaraadaa, (t ^ 
vaa Pa ah a vho vat anart- aartlalad aad fauad tttllt/, aa4 ^ ' e - 

aaMaaaad to ha that, to aharfaa vhataoavar vara war jila|#d 
• (alaat Aapaaaaa Cautl Oaaaral Xlta. , 4 e M 

- it 1 S ?' ' *, W SS w 1 

v ■ laqaatMlj, ota“ CO- 

1"! SZ , 

Asha Ilyar loorar 5 * \ 

Clraator - - ' . > 
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Jtrfcrral Cwrcau of frttirittgmion 
itdW Btatt a Btpgrtnunt of fiattn 

Honolulu, T. H. 

February 23, 1942 


RE I BERNARD JUIIUS OTTO BffiHN, 
with aliases, ET ALj 
ESPIONAGE - J. . 


Director 

Federal Bureau nf Investigation 
Washington, D, C« 


Die trial of BERNARD JULIUS OTTO KJEHN before a , ■ ^ . _ 

Military Commission at Honolulu, was begun at 9:30 A.li. February ' ' 
19, 1942 in the courtroom of United States Federal Judge INGRAM h 

M. STAINBACK. 

£ , 

During the course of the trial which extended tfirough 
February 21st, the courtroom was closed to all outsiders, the trial 
being conducted in strictest privacy. Before the announcement of --1 
the verdict at 1:30 P.M. February 21, 1942, the courtroom was cleared 
of everyone with the exception of prosecution and defense counsel, 
the court reporter and members of the Commission. All there present 
at the courtroom, upon the pronouncement of sentence, were sworn to 
secrecy, f 


<£. ^^^^^^^‘ ImmyUately following the trial ^ 

^ LU X/| as informed In t.h e R-Loses t~con^Biffi^BicninoffiClally 

Ot O D^Colone!^mOMA3HSlEEN . Executive Military Governor, th °t foihjact. . v 1 ' 

nr^^T' KUEHN had been convicted ^nnTfihreecniintsnai ^ in the charges 
sy _ jjir. nr pnrgted ^ n January 31; 

^3 ft-d 1942; further, that he had bee/^entence^t^oeath before a firin g 
t? "3Z. 'Al 3 squad. Colonel RtraEM emphasized that this information could not h&_ 

‘S3 v?\ (nJ of f ic^^^^dyen out and that same tfhould be restricted to myaal f 
OC c/2 specifically requested that Vfe^Hington not be 

P . ^1 notSied Immediately until Commanding General i fef O S C. K L U0N 3 of the 
^d5uj Hawaiian Department had had an opportunity, to be advised of these 
i rv proceedings, following which he would notify the Honolulu Office so 

5? that you might be furnished with the verdict simultaneously with the 

**“ **' “ transmittal of this information to the War Department. It was aa a ^ 
result of these arrangements tha^ jpy wif$ , flf - the 22nd was dispatched 
advising you of this verdict. Folloi&ttg a.receipt of your wire of L '— ' 
this date requesyng'|rtj»e as to ^aJt_MSti^ti<^*^rbeeiJ impOSWr"! ,y 


_jC£k- 
Ij’-u < 

«cq=o 
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2—23-42 


Letter to the Director - 2 

He I BERNARD JULIUS OTTO KUEHN, 
with Aliases, ET AL; 

ESPIONAGE - J. 


on the secrecy of the proceedings, again contacted 
Colonel GREEN for his comments, 

Colonel GREEN stated in his sire to the War Department 
of the 22nd instant, he had indicated the verdict in this case had 
been furnished to no one, but suggested that same be transmitted to 
the Department of Justice at Washington, D, C., since the F.B.I. had 
been i nstrumental in the investigation and success of the case. At 
the same time he had suggested to the War Department that this ver- 
dict be taken up with the State Department and White House prior to 
execution of sentence since reprisals against our own nationals in 
Japan and Germany might result. 

Colonel GREEN is of the opinion that premature publicity 
might also bring about this result and therefore, he suggested that 
publicity be avoided for the moment. He suggested however that you 
might wish to take this matter up directly with Brigadier General LEE 
of the Military Intelligence Division at Washington or with Major 
General KRAMER, Judge Advocate General, regarding the issuance of any 
news releases; that he has no objection following any procedure 
agreeable to these men. Colonel GREEN did request however that such 
a contact be discreetly made in such a manner that the War Department 
would not be cognizant of our previous knowledge of the verdict in this 
case. 



I might state that our relations with Colonel GREEN 
iand his office have been extremely cordial and I therefore feel that 
| ever y effort shou ld be made to protect the confidence he has placed 
| and myself in this matter, b < £ 7c 


Very truly yours. 


L L. SHIVERS 
Special Agent in Charge, 


RLStmna 

65-4 

CCS 65-414 
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jletiernl Surpou of Inurstf gation 
United Stole* Bepurtment of Justice 

It' 


HONOLULU, T. H. 


March 25, 1942. 


| Hr- Cl.„ 


Director , 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 


Re: BERNARD JOLIOS OTTO KDEHN, 
with aliases, ET AL. 
Espionsge - J end O. 


Dear Sir: 



V 


r\ 


As a matter of interest to the Bureau, in the above - 
captioned caso, ettentlcn is directed to an article which 
appeared cn Page 36 of the February 23rd issue of "Time" Mega}?,; 
zine, regarding the rise to power of the Chief of the German"*/-* i . 
Gestapo, HE INHAHD] HEYDRICH, 'wboae photograph also appears op;"_ : 
the magazine cover. 71 : 


f it is interesting to note that this article reports 
HEYDRICH extorted from a Prussian official, as a result of 
! letters obtained reflecting correspondence between this offi 
i . cial and ana GREGORl STRASSER, i a recommendation to HEINRICH 
j*— : \ HBaiLER 'resulting id his appointment to e post with the 

£ Or I Munich Elite Guard. Thereafter, it was reported hla rise to 
O GI — Chie f of the German Gestapo was rapid. It was also mentioned 
jrr in connection v/ith the blood purge of June 30, 1934, that 


b(- 

klc. 




O 


giat i 
2'^ 


jyj HEYDRICH supervised tha Berlin and of the massacre and "found 
J) time to takB personal care of GREGOR STRASSER, firebrand edher 
ent of the "Roehm Rebels. 


-I 


!S 


& 


: Attention Is directed to the signed statement of 

KDgDJ^DatedJanuaCTl, 1942, contained in the report of “ 
datei January 5, 1942, entitled 

JAPANESE ACTIVITISS^HON'OLOLU, T. H., Espionage, Canfile-J. It 
will be observed, an page 2 of this statement, KDEHN advised that 
he end HEYDRICH had both made a bid for a Nazi government posi- 
tion in Munich but that HEYDRICH had been selected. KDEHN also 
volunteered the information which was incorporated in his st^ater 
meat that he had been in a concentration camp with one 05*10 
STRASSER, the identity of thia individual being unknown to this 
office 

OTTO STRASSER 




\ s(Jh 
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the identity of this individual being unknown to this J y . ' r /?. 
It is thought perhaps GREGOR STRASSER is identical withy f * V. 
SSER, referred to by KITE33N# — 7/ . // >? 

' AP “ 

i '■ 



o 


) 


Director. 


3 / 25 / 42 . 


The above be s bean brought to the Bureau's attention 
as a matter of interest only, although It tends also to bear out 
the truth of K0U3N*S statements concerning his activities in 
Germany. 


Very truly yours, 

r. l: SBiVEas, 

Special Agent In Charge. 
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CUSTODIAL DETENTION APPREHENSION FORM 


Reference I- HONOLULU LETTER 12-17-41 


The following individual was: 


Taken into custody. 



otic fPio'E-a- (<•-:• c.at) 

PIACE:- T.-aHI-rOR v OF Hh :ah 
12 - 17-41 


19 
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CUSTODIAL DETENTION APPREHENSION FORM 


Reference t - HONOLULU LET'fKR 12-17-41 


The following individual was: 


Taken into custody. 


SC • 

|a 

ciu- VJ 

13 J 


nr . FRIIIS-L FARTA A' C-'TF 1TEHN (O-'Pl'/.*,') 
ALIAS — UUi. OTTO 




T-SICTOR? OF HA'VAII 


12 - 17-41 


10 APR 7 1942 


1 A-r- /-r 

TV 

NOT RECORDED 
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RECEIPT FOR GOVERNMENT PROPERTY 

\ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


I certify that I have received the following 

\ f 

Government property for official use: 


Manual of Rules and Regulations # 


Old Manual of Rules add Regulations # 


READ! 

The Government property which yon hereby acknowledge 
Is charged to yon and yon are responsible for taking care of 
it and returning It when its nse has been completed. DO NOT 
MARK OR WRITE ON IT OR MUTILATE IT IN ANY WAY. 


Very truly yours. 


I 
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RECEIPT FOR GOVERNMENT PROPERTY 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

\ / 


I certify that I have received the following 
Government property for official use: 


Manual of Bulea and Regulations § 


BETUBNED: 

Old Manual of Rules and Regulations # 


READ! 

The Government property which yon hereby acknowledge 
Is charged to yoo and you are responsible for taking care of 
it and returning it when its nse has been completed. DO NOT 
MARK OR WRITE ON IT OR MUTILATE IT IN ANY WAY. 


Very truly yours, 




J 
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CUSTODIAL DETENTION APPREHENSION FORM 


«eC 2T rf,i 
<lo/\J 


Reference : - HONOLULU 


LETTER lx-12-41 


— j Pn Taken into custody. 

< ^ O The following individual was: 


HAME: ~ 00T0 E KUSHN (G3R;AAN) 


DATE: 12-12-41 


Q/ 

9 apr 8^942 
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RECEIPT FOR GOVERNMENT PROPERTY 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

\ 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

\ 


\ 


L 


I certify that I have received the following 

\ / 

Government property for official 'use: 

\ / 

RECEIVED: 


V / 


Manual of Buies and Begulatlons # 


Old Manual of Buies and Begulatlons # 


;• REA D'l 

The Governoieot property which you hereby acknowledge 
Is charged to yon and yoo are /responsible for taking care of 
It and returning It when Its pst has been completed. DO NOT 
MARK OR WRITE ON IT OR MUTILATE IT IN ANY WAY. 


Very truly yours, 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . , 
DAT E^\2-^ RY a^,\0^ 


CUSTODIAL DETENTION APPREHENSION FORM 


i 



Reference: -HONOLULU LETTER Li-12 -41 


Taken into custody. 

The following individual was: 


0 

CARSON MOORE 


(GERMAN) 


PLACE: 


12-12-41 

REMARKS: 


m APR 8 


194 ? 




Mi'i 




Jr&rral Bureau of JntJrrttgatimt 
Rrttirh States Bepariment at Justtre 
Baaljlngtan, B. S. 


JOHN EZX2AR HOOVDt 



e 12 jl5 p.m. April 21, 1942 





MEMORANDUM FOR MR. D. M. LADD 


Rej OTT<PkUEHNj 

ESPIONAGE - J. 


S 


Reference is made to your request to be advised 
concerning the present status of Kuehn, who has been con- 
victed by a Military Court Martial at Honolulu, Hawaii, and 
was sentenced to be shot as a Japanese spy. 

“ade Inquiries at the Military Intelli- 
gence Divi^ontcday and was advised that the conviction of 
Kuehn was referred, as is the general policy, to the office 
of the Judge Advocate General in Washington for review. The 
Judge Advocate General upheld the finding of the Court. 




The matter was then referred by Secretary Stinson ^ „ 
to the State Department. The State Department replied that £ ' ^ 

they would defer to the judgment of the War Department in 
this regard. 

Recently Secretary Stimson also referred this 
matter to the Attorney General, requesting hla advice as to 
the matter. No reply has been received from the Attorney 
General. 

^HH^Hbstated that he was advised that if a 
reply is race^re^Xrom the Attorney General Indicating that 
he will defer to the Judgment of the War -Department, arrange- 
ments will be made for the early execution of Kuehn. 



COPIES DESTROYED 
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Respectfully, 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
OIRECTCR 
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#riirral Bureau of lnurctlgai>un 
Sniteb Stntre Brpartment of luitict 

• t, fflaaljington, B. <8. 

s A<^ 

§ ’ February 16, 1942 


MEMORANDUM FOB THE DIRESgOR 

Re: BERNARD JULIUS OTTO KUEHN 

. with aliases; , 

ESPIONAGE (fr-J) 

/ For your information, there is attached a 

summary memorandum concerning the above mentioned subject. 

X Kuehn, with his wife and daughter , (lluth Carsop" 

( lioQr gj Is presently detained at the Immigratioff 'Station "in 
Honolulu and it is anticipated that charges will be pre- 
; ferred against him in the immediate future by the Judge 
Advocate General's Department, U. S. Army. 

It is noted that the preferring of charges against 
Subject was delayed pending the return to Honolulu of 
Special Agent in Charge Shivers, who is a necessary witness 
in this case. 


Respectfully. 





- / SniJ- 


2 MM 191942 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 



Jfhcral Bureau of Inurotigation 
Bnitcli State* Bepartment of Just ire 
HJa»b'mgtnu, B. <S. 

July 9, 1942 


He: OTTO KUEHN 

ESPIONAGE 


f the writer 

requested to determine whether or not the 

Department of Justice had answered the State Department's inquiry 
with reference to the legality of the court martial of Kuehn 
in Hawaii. 


has advised the writer that^^^HB 
of the Judge Advocate General's Office has inforr.«4 him 
‘ that no an swer has peen received from the Department of Justice 
as yet butf^H^^m^ believes an answer will be received 
shortly because the men working on the Kuel 
ment of Justice are also working on the 
and he believes that this case will stimulate them into making 
a reply. 





^cokde 3 \fcs-- /SJtf 


Cop 
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Ir&rral Bureau of Jhroeatigntfam 
Brittrti Stales department of Justtre 
Bast) In Bt on, S. ®. 

July 9, 1942 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 

u~ 

Re: BERNARD JULIUS OTTO KUEHN 

■was; ESPIONAGE (G) (J) 



Mr. Holloman 

Mr. McGuire 

Mr. Quinn Timm_ 

Mr. Harbo 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Neaae 

MieeBeahm 


Mlea Gandy_ 

As you may recall, Kuehn, a German citizen, on February 21, 


1942, was convicted of espionage and sentenced to be shot by the Military 
Co m mission at Honolulu, 

Pursuant to the usual policy, this decision was referred to the 
fflce of the Judge Advocate General in Washington, which upheld the finding 
of the Commission and then referred it through Secretary Stimson to the 
Department of State. The Department of State indicated it would defer to 
the judgment of the War Department regarding subject's execution, and the 
decision was then brought to the attention of the Attorney General for his 
advice. The Military Intelligence Service has indicated if the Attorney 
General will defer to the judgment of the War Department, arrangements will 
be made for an early execution of Kuehn. 

of th e Military I nt elli gen ce Serv ic e has bee n 
conta cted~b;. r the Bureau from time to tine regar ding Kuehn's status, and 
he has advi se d that th e Judge -Adv ocate Ge ner al's Off i ce has not as ye t - 
received any advice^Qrom the Depp~tment of Jus tice regarding the matter . 

^ According to the Judge Advocate General's 

E C-i Office has expressed the opinion that a decision from the Department of 

Justice should be forthcoming in the immediate future, inas much as the same 

menconsider^i^th^Kuehn case are presently tied up on the 

and ^B^HHVbelieves that the latter will act as a stis 
Jjlio^The Department' s decision concerning Kuehn. 

. ''-i ... 

, It i s ^io j.ed t hat this matter has been before the Derartraent o f 
^J u^lce sinc e ApriJj ’^.9 42, 



V 






Respectfully, 
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•• <>, lemmingm ton m attjcttt ponaui •;• 



liftNAM U Md( 16 my nsnoraada at Imu ry 5* /uaurr 19* 
and Mrary 26, 1942, aa mU •• ear oonrereaUoo en March J, 1942, 
regarding Bernard Mlu OtttfTtoeta. As jeu nay recall, Kasha, a 
Oaraaa alien, an February 21, 1942, was found guilty by the Military 
On—lulee In lonolulu and sentenced to ha shot boos use e f tala 
preparation at a algnalling eyatsa for the Japanese Consulate la 
fcnolalm, ublcb sue tranaalttad to tbs foreign Minister In to kyo, 
to taa uaed la Amdshtag Intelligence lafonatlea to the Japa ne se >.. . 
Oeat. ‘ , ' i 


>a hare bean lnforwad that the decision at the Military 
Ceadaalon, pursuant to ttaa usual poll 07 , was referred to tbs Of floe 
at the Judge Aduoeete Oaosral la Washington, ufadah u ph eld Its finding 
and then referred tbs natter through Secretary Stlaaon to tbs Departnant 
of Stats, the Departs ant of Stats reportedly baa lndleated It would 
defer to the Judgeoat of tbs War Depar tnant regarding Kasha's e>- 
aeutloa, and we understand that the deolalon waa than sutadtted to you 
far your adrloo. va bare taaaa lafaraad tay the Military Intelllgsnoe 
Ssrrloa of the war Dapartnaat that if you aea fit to defer to the 
Judgment of the w«r Dapartnaat la this natter, srranganauta will ba 
nada for an early execution of Eueba. : *» / *. j* 

Z would appreciate tawing sdulsed at jwr earliest oonvwnlaoeo 
as to your daelslon in this natter. x & 
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teport II P^— »j«Ud 

m fehraarj U ( 1942, at Honolulu, T. 1* 


tax truly jam, 


John Slgar Bumr 
SliMtar 


itteahmt 
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Transcribed 9 


Huhlbo Julios mo°aif8K 



' ■(.* ' Qa tba warning following the hjnni» air rtUelr aa tba ; " 1 

{■land at Oaba , lb* a—aaralal talayraph* radio aad wlrelaee aowpaulaa* . y. >* 
*t tba mpiit «f tlM hooolalu yield Off lee* ferula hod it with icpUi 
at all aaeaagea afclab bad been east and reealved by bba Japa n aaa <*anr> 
lata la bbai alty. , ■■ .<■; .*-• r ; • 

f9 : - tba insolation at am at bhaaa Minpi dlepetohed aa P a a aa ' V>. v- 

r bar } t 19U1* by Ella, tba Jhpeneao Ceoenl la laoolnla, to tba Foreign 
(N Walatar la Toiyo* ant forth a oenplete ayataa af d|»li la ha aaad 

y 

ZareeUfatlae Wi dttartoaed that foehn, ate had baa a tba r' * 
•dbjecit af oeneiderable Investigation by tba taraau, OC aad M, waa .. * . i 
rwapoaalble for tba preparation of the' algaal aywtaa. V JI 

Caaba aaa born at Berlin* da i nary * as Mly 5, 1995* aad aarrad 
In tba Pqwrlal daman fcvy daring tba Flrat wwrtd Car. 'b been# 
aaaaeintad with tba kll Forty 1® 193° and iUIm that ha aaa eonaldered 
with a* inbold Beydrioh for tba poaltioa of Gbiaf af tba Oaraan Oaetapo // 
aadar Holcrieb BUnler* but because af tba latter' a dlallka for foehn, 

Beydriob aaa glean tba appointment, laaha la a Oaraan eltlsen* la aarrlad, ;, c 


/ (\k >/ Caaba* vlth hla wife frladal aad 4au6(tar* bath C a r a an Hoorn, 

baa latarnad at Baaolelu on Tlaaaabar 8* I9bl. Collating bla detention* 
7 X faahn adalttad bdLa raaponalblllty for tba preparation af tba aontloned 

’ algnalllng ayttoa In a written ate tenant. Be adalaad thla had bean daaa 

at tba requeat af afflolala at the Jbpa nae a Consulate la Hanolulo, and 
bad barn furnlahed to than aa Deceaiber 2* 19bl. Zt baa aleo baaa dator? 
alnad that Cuahn on one oooaaloa received tU.,000 tram a Japanese Conafi 
official la Bosalola. 

Mr. T.u.n Chargee agalagt Caaba far viol^ra afjwa 1 •SnralBiaploaagn A 

Mr,. *. a. T^ena pmfarrad by tba Judge Advocate Oanrai*d '/SvartdgjA, Chlted 

Mr ci.rr lngi at loaalulu, T. 8.* aad aa February a, 1912* tadtft wu -femtetad ■ 

Mr. i G;ivin_by-iba KUltary Coralaalon and eantaacad to ba abai. !f* data* ihln^/ ._ 

tir. l.jj aaat anca baa cot been aarrlad adb. . - . -Jj ’ aL ' £ . 

M*r. Nl.k.1. , • V:. v ‘ '■ 

Ur. Ro»«i_ On ipril fi, !{(.}* Impiiry aaa aada at tba ftUttary I^dflgae 

Ur. Tn.r Dlvlo lon ralativa to tba atatoa of thla aaaa and it waa detaralyKi that 
Mr. c.r>on_tba conrictloa of Cuahn waa referred, a a la tba general policy* to the 
Mr. c.ft.v office of tba Judge Advocate Oencral In taahlnston far ravlaw and that 
Ur. Enin tba Judge Advocate Oanaral uphold tba finding a of tbs coart. 






tt> HHr ns ibw whrwt by fc i wt wy Silnaa to tti 
ittU IhpulMBt, Which ropliad Uut M amid defer to Uw JwdfMOt 
*r tw Ur Dopartaad U Ud« r«|i|4< ImtUqr ttlaeon else nfimt 

iblS MM U Um Attorney OtMItl, relocating Us 04*10# u to tba 

MtUr. Ta data, ao ectlaa ao far aa la feaaan baa been takes by tba 
Depot-teed la ibis regard, eltboogb la a aaanranrliia dated September J, 
19u fNt la ala tad Solicitor Oaaaral Oaear Cm, li m requested that 
ihla Soreau'i fUa la thla aattar be referred to hla. Accordingly, 
all lnreatlgetim raporto aafcaAtted ban baan iraaaalitod to U a l ata d 
Soli c itor Oaaaral Ce*« 


thla aaitor la being eleeely fall and and a naarn initial la 
balaf dlraetod ia laalatod Solicitor Oaaaral Oaoar tat roqoaetlm 
ibat tba torus ba proapUy adrlaad of aagr action taken la ibis ossa. 
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Y' i' .v.i 



Boferonoe If nada to wy nanorondai to you e f Soptanb or 
11, 1943, with ahlch I trannlttod report* netting forth tho 
result* of tho Investigation of Barnard Julius Ottt inabn, who 
wa* aontanood to daath by a nllltary onfall talon at Baaall on 
February 21, 1942, for engaging Is aeplonag* aotlrltlaa on behalf 
of tha Japanese. ■ :.S- : 


It aould bo appreciated If you would proaptly adrlao 
■o of tho action which Is taken by tho Dopartaant In this oaja. 


; '??: 

’ .V .1 

•: .a 


Vary truly your*. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Clrootor 






writ: ■ rr 
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TBSOMLL UP 


KEMOBUDOM FOR THE ATTOMP BBU, 


' d 

r • ■ ‘ As yon will roc all, Barnard Julius Otto I us bn, a German 

•lion, uas e aerie tod of osplsnage on behalf of tba Japanese eu 
February 21, 19 U2, by a Bllitary Ccumlselem At Honolulu, T. I., 

•bleb aantancod Kaahn to daath. . K ' ;s v... 

Thereafter, the findings of tba Biliary Commission oara 
rafarrod to the Office of the fudge .Advocate Oanaral in ATaahlnfton^ which 
upheld the conviction. Through the Secretary af lor, tba ease was 
then submitted to tba Department of Stats, which deferred to tbs 
Judgment of the fudge Advocate General's Office. It Is understood 
that thereafter during April of 1942, this natter was subaitted to 
tbs Department af fustic* for an op tiled. 

Tbs Ullitary Intelligence Service of tbs Ihr Department 
boa advised that if the f indin g and eeateoce af tba unitary Oou 
alsslon are deferred to by the Department of fwstieo, arrangements 
will be aada lawedlately for an oarly execution af Kasim. 

In accordance with the request of Hr. Oaoar Coat, Assistant 
Solicitor General, all investigative reports in tbs Euahn ease wars 
submitted to bin for consideration on Soptoubor 11, 1942, Thereafter 
on October 10, 1942, Hr. Cox adrloed as by Maorandim that prior to 
handing deem an opinion, It was desired that tbs dec Is lam of the 
apreme Court In the SMch sabotage case be reviewed l n a awnrh as the ' 
Dupreas Court would undoubtedly express views relative to the powers S' , 
and Jurisdlctioo of ullitary commissions. Kr, Cox Indicated that ~ 
tba Department of fustic a would be randy abort!/ thereafter ulth thaj. 
ease opinion. • • 

rkoordkd ~~~~ 

It Is understood that tbs Supreme Court. on 
banded down its opinion In the Death sabotage case. 

It would be g really Appreciated 5 !!? you SiAdjadrlhe M at 
earliest convenience when your opinion In th§ <gpft«l r '1rlll be 



r y = 1 

v < v %r. m 
1 

■ 4i OK 


r d 

ij<to£2d. 


gar Hoover 







©ffoe nf tlje Attompg flleraral 

Jffaaijutglan, JL 4L 


November 30, 1942 


KE-IORAKIUM FOR MR. HOOVER 


This refers to your undated memorandum which 1 
reached the Attorney General on November 27, Inquiring " 
when the Attorney General* e opinion In the case of 
Bernard Julius Ottoauehn will be rendered, I ^ 

Tou will recall that Kuehn, a German alien, 
was convicted of espionage by a military commission in 
Hawaii, and sentenced to death. I am now advised that 
the sentence has been commuted to fifty years, and that 
the request for the opinion has been withdrawn. 

Consequently, so far as the Department of Justice 
is presently concerned, the matter is closed. 






SAC, gooalala 


tsmia junto atro non 

with allaaaa; at «1| 

tsnmta - j and o 


saw 
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fhs Bwaaa haa baan adriaad tgr aaorandm 
da tad Borawbar JO, 191*2, Area tba Dapartaant that 
tha daath aantanoa raoalvad ty xoahn haa now baan 
aowwutad to fifty ywara. — 

It haa alao soaa to tha attantlon of tha 
Vsraan that thla oaasnrtation haa baan known to jour 
offica. Buaarar, tha Bwraau flla fail* to xwnaot 
tha raoai.pt at ao y eoaranleatlsn ralatlra tharato. 

It la rwqoaatad that you priptJr aMaa 
tha Boraau In thla ragard, ?->ti ^ 

Toon truly, ' £ "'J-. 


Mm Idgar Beorar^ 
Dirac tor 


M r - E . A. T>mm 

mma ; CUtg 

Mr. GUvl n 
Mr. Lad d 

Mr. Niehola i r . 
Mr- Roian 1 
Mr. Trac y \ _ 
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Baatfhtgtun, B. ®. 
November 21*, 19l*2 





MEMORANDUM FOR UR 


Re i BERNARD JULIUS OTTtTKUEHN wasj 
ESPIONAGE - J 


The purpose of this memorandum is to set forth the 
present status of this case. 

As you will recall, Kuehn was convicted for espionage 
activities on behalf of the Japanese and sentenced to death by a 
Military Commission at Honolulu, Hawaii, on February 21, 19l*2. In 
accordance with the usual policy in these matters, the sentence of 
the Military Commission was referred thereafter to the Office of the 
Judge Advocate General in Washington, which upheld the finding and 
sentence of the Commission, and then through the Secretary of War 
the case was referred to the Department of State. The State Depart- 
ment Indicated that it would defer to the Judgment of the War Depart- 
ment regarding Kuehn' s conviction and sentencing, and the matter was 
then brought to the attention of the Attorney General for an opinion. 
The Military Intelligence Service has advised that if the Attorney 
General defers to the Judgment rendered, arrangements will be made 


. f 

QQ immediately for the execution of Kuehn^goiVD*' 3 /j5> ' 7 ^/ ~ ~ s3 


LaJ i i j 


As of this date, this matter is still in the hands ^>f the 
Attorney Qeneral, By memorandum to the Director dated September '3, 194' 

191*2, Mr. Oscar Cox, the Aselstant Solicitor General, requested that 
investigative reports in this case be submitted to hint for his con- 
sideration. By memorandum dated September 11, 19 1*2, cffples of all 
reports submitted relative to the investigation of Kuapirwere trans- 
mitted to Ur, Cox, On October 9, 191*2, Ur, Cox was requested by 
memorandum to promptly advise the Bureau of the action which would 
be taken by the Department in this case. Mr. Cox thereafter replied, 
stating that prior to handing down an opinion in this matter, his 
office was awaiting the decision of the Supreme Court in the Dasch . 
sabotage case. Ur. Cox indicated that this was necessary Inasmuch asi 
the Supreme Court would undoubtedly express some views about the powers 
"" and Jurisdiction of military commissions, and that the opinion in 
the Kuehn case nuld be ready shortly after the Supreme Court acted 
BUY on this midaefC E,v 

. v 

worm - 


j 
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Memo for Mr. Ladd - 2 - ll/2ir/!*2 

Ret BERNARD JULIUS OTTO CTEHN wasj 
ESFIONA® - J 


It la understood that the Supreme Court handed down an J ,1c. 

opinion in the Sriih sabotage fffee on October 29, 19U2. A memorandum 
Is being transmitted to the Attorney General requesting advice as to 
■■hen a decision will be forthcoming relative to Kuehn's conviction and 
sentence. It should be noted that this case has been before the 
Department since April, 191*2. 








•al Surrau of Inuretigatioti 
liniirl) Statra Department of lustier 
J8aBt|ing^on, D. C. 


De center 3, 1942 


MEMORANDUM FOE 


v 


ToIiod 

E.A. Tamnj_ 
Clegg 


Res BEJWAHD JULIUS OTTO KUEHNj Tel 

ESPIONAGE- J A mj. 

Ten will recall that Kuehn, a German subject residing^ Mj | 
in Honolulu, Hawaii, on February 21, 1942 was sentenced by a 

Military Commission at Honolulu to death for his espionage 

activities on behalf of the Japanese prior to the attack on Pearl 
Harbor. 

In a memorandum dated November 30, 1942. from Mr. Ugo 
Cam si. Executive Assistant to the Attorney General, it is stated 
that Kuehn 1 s sentence has now been conruted to fifty years, and so 
far as the Department or Justice is concerned, the matter is closed. 







Washing ton, D. C. 


Dei BERNARD JULIUS OTTO TOTH N, 
with allasesi et alj 
ESPIONAGE -G 4 J 


Dear . Sir t 


Although to data no official notification haa reached 
thia office aa to the sentence imposed upon BERNARD JULIUS OTTO 
KUEHN, who waa tried before a Military Commission at Honolulu, T.H., 
on February 19, 1942, for violation of Seotions 31, aa amended. 32, 
and 34, Title SO, United States Code Annotated. 



£ 


OTARD JULIUS OTTO KUEHN was duly convicted an February 21, 

1942, by a Military Commission duly appointed for the Territory 
of Hawaii by the Military Governor of the Territory of Hawaii, 
of the charges previously stated, and although he was sentaiced 
on February 21, 1942, by the Military Comniaaion to be shot to 
death with musketry, on October 26, 1942, the sentence was commuted 
to confinement at hard labor for a period of fifty years and KUEHN 
was ordered confined to the United States Penitentiary at Leavenworth, . 

I ? l O. 

rj? Mo disposition sheet is being forwarded jto thegBureau I i 

In', this matter, although fingerprints for subject .were for-wwrckjd 
to 'the. Bureau, as subject’s arrest, trial, cawict&a», and ierKt'n • ' 
have net as yet been made a natter of public record. 


COF1K OTSTHOYED 


36 9 AUG 


4 B70 ' 


riLt 

/v-Sc-v/vCT //*/ 


Very tnuly youre, 


Shivers 
Special Agent in Charge 
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hi train) jams ono xura wj at aij 


KSPiaaos - o and j 


V- 


' hfutQM 1* nafe to hnn latter feted Daoaa ter 7« 
191*2, In ohiek poo sara adriaad that tea taraau ted Jaat tean ' 
lnforaad ty ■aanrairhai from tea Dapai-taarrt feted taraafear JO, u 
191(2, teat tea feate aantanoa rooatrad hp I antes tad ta«n eoa- 
aatad to fifty fan. 







oantanca racalvad tgr I nates ai oaaaatted to aonflnaaant at hard • ■ --■ 

labor for a parted of CUV f****. 

Zt la raqpaatad teat poa lwwrtlataV a ditea Obaa this *-• 
lnforaatlon aas flrat racalrad at poor offlea and, it prior to 
tea Baraao'a latter of Daoaabar 7, 1912, otgr tea Baraaa was not \ v 
aji fro p r lately adriaad, 

Zt Is also ra^oaatod teat a raport aattlag forte raabn'a 
©onrictioo, aan t anca and coaantatloa of aantanoa to pronptlp 
oobadtted. 


Mr.’ Nlehol«_ 
Ur. &omd_ 
Mr. Trt 
Mr. Carioa_ 
Ur. Coff«y_ 


Mr. Hondo n 

Mr. Krunir^ 

Mr. McGuIr»_^_ 
Mr. QuiooTAma, 
Mr. Nr 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Honolulu, T. H. 


Honolulu, T« H. ■ v t | ' 12/lS/42 

BEHKARD JULIUS OTTO<§UEHtf, witheliasept Otto X. 
/'Euahn. Ott ogfaihn. Otto j/ fcuhn, lir a 
FRIEDEL BARTA AUGUSf^KOTEH, with aliases! 


\^F 


ih,~ 


Mrs. J. CARSOl^llOOHE, -nee feuth£Kuohnj 

<Bt ia M Mj B CiP 9 fl B fc 

EBERHARD HARTIN?fcOEHH _ . 




btf 

tic. 

ESPIOHAGE - 0 A J 


COffiJD^HTIAL" 

Subject OTTO^OEHH triad before Military Connission, 
Honolulu, T. H., 2/19/42, on three oounte for viola- 
tion of Sections 31, 32, and 34 of Title SO, United 
States Code Annotated, Verdict of guilty returned 
on 2/21/42 by Military Commission on each count, and 
subject OTTO KUEHN sentenced to be shot. On 10/26/42 
verdict of guilty confirmed and sentence ooramited to 
fifty years' imprisonment by Military Governor, Sub» 
ject transferred to Fcrt Leavenworth on 11/20/42, 

- C 


Mcusstmpr 


dated at b ^ 
ted 12/7/42 ivc 


(O ^Rdport of 

Honolulu, _ , . , 

jp Siireau file #66-1674) 

O * 

^ % * 

ilet ’<■ At HOBOLULU, T, H. , : 

' ■?=. Charges and specifications charging BERNARD JULIUS OTTO 
EUEHU witlT violation of factions 81, 82, and 84, Title 60, UnitedStates 
Code Annotated, , were served upon subjeot on February 14, 1942, 



f*.v. 


On February 19, 1942, the trial of BERNARD JULIOS OTTO KUEHN 
was held in atrict privaoy, all outsiders hying eioluded- before a Military 
Commission at Honolulu, T. H., at which CJor MMAl WOODRUFF was pra si deat ' W 
officer. The trial lasted for a period of three days, and 
on February 21, 1942, a verdict of guilty was rendered by the Military 
'Commission on each of the_t hree charges as 'set forth in the report of - 
dated January 31, 1942, .. F "-i 


On February 21, 1942, subject was sentenced by the said 
Military Commission to be Wiot to death with musketry. On October 26, 

1942, the sentence was duly approved by the Military -Governor , Lieutenant 
General DELOS C. EMMONS, of the Territory of Hawaii, but was commuted to 
confinement at hard labor for a period of fifty years. On November 7, 1942, 
an order was issued by the Military Governor of the Territory of Hawaii, 
to the Provost Marshal, Hawaiian Department, Fort Shafts r, T. H., and the 
Warden of the Dblted States Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas, ordering 
the commitment of BERNARD JULIOS OTTO KUEHN, a person convicted of violating 
Sections 31, as amended, 32, and 34, Title 50, United States Code .Annotated, _ 
. in the Federal Penitentiary at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. A copy of the / 

i order of commitment was obtained and is being set forth as follows > / • 


1, Whereas, the above named BERNARD JULIES OTTO KUEHN, duly was 
convicted on February 21, 1942, by the Military Commission duly- 
appointed for the Territory of Hawaii by the Military Governor of 
the Territory of Hawaii, of the following charges to witt 


CHARGE I t Violation of Section 34, Title GO, United States Code 
Annotated! unlawfully conspiring to transmit information affecting 
national defense, '. 


f L - / 7 

3EHN, fOTOJIRO/OKUDA amtfKt 


Specification! BERNARD JULIUS OTTO KUEHN, fOTOJIRO/OKUDA andf K10A0 
:iA, at Honolulu, Island of Oahu, Territory of Hawaii, during 'the 
eriod oommsncing on or about the 20th day of Novsmber, 1941, up ; 

and including the date of the filing of this charge, did con- 
spire, combine, confederate and agree together and with each other 
and with other persons whose nsmes are unknoim, to commit an offense 
against the United States of America, to wit, the offense of unlaw- 
fully and feloniously, with intent and reasai to believe that it was 
to be used to the injury of the United States and to the advantage 
of a foreign nation, namely Japan, communicating, delivering and 
transmitting, and attempting to communicate, deliver and transmit, 
to a foreign government, to wit, the Imperial Japanese Government, 
documents, codes, sketches, plans, lists and writings relating to 
the national defense and the movements and positions of the several 


i-ra 






units of the United States Fleet (Section 32, Title 60, U.S.C.), that 
is to sey that during the period and at the place above set forth 
’ BERNARD JULIUS OTTO KUIHN, OTOJIRO OKUDA and Hi GAO KITA did conspire,' 
combine, confederate and agree together and with each other and with 
other persons whose names are unlmown, with the intent and reason to 
believe that the information to be transmitted relative to national 
defense was to be used to the injury of the Qrited States and to the 
advantage of a foreign nation, namely Japan, to communicate, deliver 
and transmit to a foreipi government, namely the Imperial Government 
of Japan, certain information relative to national defense and to the 
movements and positions of the several units of the Thlted States 
, Fleet by means of a plan and system of signals which was to be pre- • 
pared by BERNARD JULIUS OTTO KUEHN and submitted to OTOJIRO OKUDA at 
'the Japanese Consulate at Honolulu, Island of Oahu, Territory of 
Hawaii, which would give a concise method of transnittlng to the 
Is^erial Government of Japan and its naval and military represen- 
tatives information relative to national defense and the movements 
and locations of the battle force, scouting fleet, aircraft carriers 
and other units of the United States Fleet at Pearl Harbor, Island of 
Oahu, Territory of Hawaii. 


That thereafter and during the existence of said conspiracy one or 
more of said conspirators hereinafter mentioned by name did the fol- 
lowing overt acts in furtherance of and to effect the object of said 
conspiracy aforesaldi » 

- •' ■ - ■ y . 

OVERT ACTS 

j . ■ — 

(l) At Honolulu, T. H. , on or about the 26th day of November, 
1941, BERNARD JULIUS OTTO K’JtHN did males a trip to the Navy Yard, 
Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii, 


(2) At Honolulu, T. H. , on or about the 29th day of November, 
1941, BERNARD JULIUS OTTO KUEHN did prepare a plan for transmittal 
of information relative to the Unlte^ States Fleet, j 

(3) At Honolulu, T» H., on or about the 30th day of November, ' 
1941, BERNARD JULIUS OTTO KUEHN did deliver to OTOJIRO OKUDA at- tip 
Japanese Consulate, 1714 Nuuanu Avenue, Honolulu, T. H., a plan fo'r 
the trananittal of information relative to the movements and positions 
of the several units of the United States Fleet, 


(4) At Honolulu, T. H., on or about the 30th day of November, 
1941, OTOJIRO ORUDA advised BERNARD JULIUS OTTO KUEHN at the Japanese 
Consulate that his plan for transmittal of information relative to 
the United States Nary was too complicated, and instructed him to 
prepare a simpler plan. 


-9 
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(6) At Honolulu, T. H., on or about the let day of Deoanber, . t .. f * 
1941, BERNARD JULIOS OTTO KUEHN did prepare a plan for the trane- v . > i.r' 
mittal of Information relative to the movement a and positions of the ' 
several units of the Ubited States Fleet, ' 

(6) At Honolulu, T. H. , on or about the 2nd day of Decanber, 

1941,' BERNARD JULIOS OTTO KUEHN did deliver to OTOJIK) OKUDA at the 
Japanese Consulate, 1714 Nuuanu Avenue, Honolulu, T. H., a plan for 
the transmittal of information relative to the United States Fleet 
Unite and their movements, ■ ; 

(7) At Honolulu, T. H., on or about the 2nd day of Decanber, 

1941, BERNARD JULIUS OTTO KUEHN did deliver to OTOJIRO OKUDA at the ' . ' 

Japanese Consulate, 1714 Nuuanu Avenue, Honolulu, T. H,, a list 
showing the niraher and type of naval vessels in Pearl Harbor, T. H. 

(B) At Honolulu, T, H., on or about the 3rd day of December, - 

1941, NAGAO KITA did transmit a plan and system of signals previously 
prepared by BERNARD JULIUS OTTO KUEHN to the Foreign Minister of the 
Imperial Japanese Government at Tokio, Japan (Soction 34, Titlo 50, 

U.S.C.) 

CHARGE H i Violation of Section 31, as smended. Title 50, United 
States Code Ann otated] unlawfully obtaining information affecting 
national defense, , / », . , , s - 

J , ' ; \. : .. ’ - 

Specification ! In that BERNARD JULIUS OTTO KUEHN did, at Pearl ■ 

Harbor, Island of Oahu, Territory of Hawaii, on or about November 28, ' 

1941, for the purpose of obtaining information respecting the national 
defense with intent and reason to believe that the information to be 
Obtained was to be used to the injury of the United States and to the 
advantage of a foroigp nation, namely, Japan, unlawfully and feloniously 
obtain information concerning vessels connected with the national 
defense, to wit, battleships, aircraft carriers, cruisers, destroyers, 
submarines, owned and constructed by tfie United States and under the r 

; control of the United States and of its officers and agents, in viola- 

1 'tion of Section 51, ae mended. Title 50, United States Code Annotated* 

CHARGE III> Violation of Section 32, Title 60, Chited States Code . r 

Annotated] unlawfully disclosing Inform tion affecting national defense. v ' 

Specification ! In that BERNARD JULIUS OTTO KUEHN did, at Honolulu, 

Oahu, Territory of Hawaii, on or about December 2, 1941, with Intent 
and reasou to believe that it was to be used to the injury of the 
United States and to the advantage of a foreign nation, namely, Japan, 
unlawfully and feloniously communicate, deliver, transmit, aid attempt 
to communicate, deliver and trensmit, to *4 foreign government, namely. 

The Imperial Government of Japan, and to the military and naval forces 




* V ' V-T ' .ffui- - .-'1 [J S*'* t \ ' - i -‘°& 

within a foreign country, namely, Japan, 'and to representatives, - ■ 

officers, agents, esg>loyees, subjeots and citizens thereof, infor- 
nation relating to the national defense of the United States, to wit," 
information, relating to and -concerning Teasels, to adt. United States 
battleships, aircraft carriers, cruisers, destroyers, and submarines 
connected with the national defense, at Pearl Harbor, Oahu, Territory 
of Hawaii, their positions, locations, and movement e, in violation 
of Section 32, Title SO, United States Code Annotated, 

2, And, whereae, the said BE ESA ED JULIUS OTTO KUEHN duly was sentenced 
upon said conviction of said charges on said February 21, 1942, by 
said Military Commission, to be shot to death with musketry; ... 

■u V - ' ' ■ ■ f \ >■ 

8. And, whereas, on October 26, 1942, the said smitence duly was - 
approved by the undersigned Military Governor of the Territory of 
Hawaii but was commuted to confinement at hard labor for fifty (SO) 
years; and whereas it appears necessary to the undersigned, as the 
said Military Governor of the Territory of Hawaii, that the said 
BERNARD JULIUS OTTO KUEHN be confined in The United States Peni- 
tentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, to serve said sentence as commuted as 
aforesaid; 

4. Row, therefore, you, the said Provost Marshal, Hawaiian Department, 
Fort Shafter, Territory of Hawaii, hereby are ordered to deliver, or 
cause to be delivered, the said BERNARD JULIES OTTO KUEHN to the Harden 
The United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, for the purpose 
of confining him, the said BERNARD JULIIE OTTO KUEHN, in the said 
Ehited States Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas, to satisfy the 
said sentence of confinement at hard labor for fifty (SO) years so 
Imposed by the said Military Governor of the. Territory of Hawaii, 

HEREOF FAIL HOT. 

THE MILITANT GOVERNOR OF THE TERRITORY OF HAWAII t 
TO t The Warden of The United States Penitentiary, 

Leavenworth, Kansas. . . 

. V, ■ r ■ *' . :^t' V ' - • X " :• * • 

BERNARD JULIUS OTTO KUEHN, duly having been convicted and ^sen- - _ 
temced in the manner and fora aforesaid, * tl..\ tj, . ’ ' ? ' ; 

Tou hereby are ordered to receive the said BERNARD JULIUS OTTO-- 
KUEHN in The United States Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas from 
the said Provost Marshal, Hawaiian Department, Fort Shafter, Territory 
of Hawaii, and safely keep and confine him, Hie said BERJARD JULIUS 
OTTO KUEHN, in the eaid United Statee Penitentiary and cause the said 
sentence of confinement at hard labor for fifty (50) years to be fully 
executed. IE RE OF FAIL NOT. 

/a/ DELOS C. EMMONS 

Lieutenant General, United States Amy, 
Military Governor of the Territory of Hawaii. 

- S - 



*, n ,...l»^ , .. On November 19, 1942, It waa eacertained that subject OTTO 

.:■ '*■ KC1HN was to Ve transported from the Territory of Hawaii to the United v" 7 
8tatea Penitentiary a^Igavgijrarth^Cnnsas^o^Novembei^^ 194 2. Arrange- ."V’ 
sent a were made with Contaot Offioe, . 

Military Intelligene^wvTston^mwniTan Department, in order that subject ^ ’ 
alight agai n be interviewed, Subia_£l_m_ r elnterrl ewed over the entire 
matter by the writer on that date. 

Subject wa^^^^^RIx^^^ffaoua^hiaaaaoclationa with the Japsueee 
Conaulate in Honolulu, However, little additional information not prs- 
vioualy reported waa obtained. 

> . - i».. . KUEHN reiterated all information previoualy reported relative 

. * to hie aasocdatione and dealings with the Japanese Consulate In Honolulu, ./ 
T. H., and still instated that he had made no Additional contacts with them, j, 
nor had he at any time used any of the signale previoualy outlined to 'convey 1 
information relative to tfalted States Fleet movements. Ha insisted that 
the money he had received, though poaeibl^convgye^t^iimbymeml^r^o^^^ 
the_j/gaane ae Conaulate staff, had come 

IHIMIRBIHIHMRIIBB Tokyo, Japan, and was not in payment 
^^m^ao re^e^renderea th e Japanese, but was a final payment on property 
transferred ^m|HHHBby his wife. KUEHN Insisted that he did not 
know the mone^tm^aelivered by a member of the Conaulate etaf f , but stated _ 
it was still hit belief that it had come to him from Japan on the ”£A.TUTA 
MARU," and had been delivered by some member of the chip’s crew, 

’ * > h ii khM corrected hia previous statement that the individual / . 

' .with idiom he had been in a concentration camp in Germany was one OTTO 
I STRASSER, and stated that GREGOR ^TRASSER was the oorrect name of - the 
| Individual with whom hs had been confined. Be stated that there were two 
STRASSER* in Germany, and that he waa acquainted with both. However, 

GHEGOR STRASSER was the individualreferre^^^dj^Par^two of hie statement, 
contained in the of dated January 6, 

1942, entitledi “JAPANESE ACtOTtiES, HONOECLU, T. H.j ESPIONAGEj COHFILE-J." . 

'•■-^^^^J|^ou«Wraed concerning conversations between hia wife, 
FRIEDEL, or three weeks prior to De ember 7, 1941, 

relative t^^^HH^^^SBWhelter, he stated that he' recalled some sudi ,_J 
" J conversation but that be himself could not attach any significance to this, . 

KOEHN stated that hia wife, FRIEDEL, had from time to time during the .pest 
. two years stated that the United States would eventually became Involved • “ 
in the world conflict which was then going on, and insisted that it would 
be possible to bomb the Territory of Hawaii, She always regarded Japan 
as the United States' greatest enemy, and from time to time in the past 
she haa suggested the possibility of constructing a bomb shelter at their 
home in Kailua, KUEHN stated that during the summer of 1941 she had 
auggeeted to him on several ocoasiona that he convert his small fish pood 
into a boat shelter, KUEHN still insisted that he had no previous infor- 
mation relative to the attack on the Territory of Hawaii, Decmber 7, 1941, 



I V «r* * P." V,:.!. ; 5 !T '.'V - Y','? i 

•ad Stated that until it actually occurred, he had never been able to 
believe that the United State* and Japan wo ul, d ever become engaged In 

nr > ~ /' . ,-i. , -• • ->*. : v‘ 


Ho additional Information not previouely reported could 
be elicited. KUEHN expressed concern for hi* vife, FRIEDEL, and children, 
and appeared quite cheerful about receiving a commutation of hie sentence 
to fifty years. He stated that he had a grandmother in Germany who had 
lived to the age of 84, and he believed he would live to serve hie entire 
sentence and at least two years beyond. 


: ,r " On Hovember 20, 1842, KUEHH was removed from detention r 
quarters at the Immigration and Naturalisation Station, Channel Street, 
Honolulu, T. BL, by offioere of the Provoet Marshal's Office, for trans- 
portation to the United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, 


- Inasmuch as al 1 logical investigative leads hsive been 
exhausted, and subject BERNARD JULIUS OTTO KUEHN has been duly tried 
befbre a Military Commission in Honolulu, T. H., found guilty, and 
sentenced to serve a period of fifty years in the United States Peni- 
tentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, and has baen transferred from the Territory 
of Hawaii, this case is being closed. 


- CLOSED - ■ 
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Letter dated December 17 » 1942, fromj 



CC-28 5 


-^•ECOPTitd z&f- 157 U ^ S' (j 

C^Dite: December 31, 1942 


Ot 

-iOMlAt ' 
COMtteililVI; . 


Subject: Jott 


/fe w 52J .'•£• >»>• V Ob i 
S^vl subaittel V V* **r»*u ; rrom 
~gw5 These specimens hive been exi 
Cjf w St £ anything of significance . "Tv 

•» 5ui o 


(Served Dto«*e ^ f ^ 

r^raL .f v >■ ^r-s 


■ named individual 


Specimens : Q19S 


| fro* Subject. b?\_ c -«•.* 



^ filings: 

lilSIM- 



Mr. To Is on, 
Mr. S. A. ' 
Mr. Cl«n_ 
Mr. QUria 

Mr. Ltdd 

Mr: NJcbol i 


urai Photographic copy of Q19B# 

j -.•* V;V \ :icf £ts^;rr gt-5« •• 



Mr. Bead on _ I £ JAIV ~'l 1942 P.M. 

Mr. Kruni r I . 


Kr.m.r ^ ^ I* 1 

MoOairo >lw«i *J«tu> rn i«yesti>wo / ' j, ^ **•? •*. ° C IT ' A'' 

. o-d,_^Y lfJ c - r 


(Cyys/ 


,J 1 

federal Bureau of Inuestigatian 

United States Bepnrtment of luBtire 
Honolulu, T. H. 

January 8, 1949 





Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Bat BEEK1HD JULIUS OnO^KCEEB, 
with allaaaai at al| 
ZBPKm.es - 0 * J 



Daar Slrt 

Baferaace la mad* to Bureau latter dated Deceaber 90, 
1942, requesting that the Bureau be advised when Inf one tl an that 
KUESN'i eeutanee woe eaoauted to fifty year* ' inprljonjocnt waa 
flrat reoelred by thie of floe. 

Bureau letter dated December 7, 1942, advising that a 
■emorsnckin had been reoelred fros the Department ate ting that 
KUEHB'e sentence had been oo aznuted to fifty year ■ ' lnprliOTTim t 
waa received by thla offi ce on December 9, 1942. Chi Deceaber 10. 
1942, the ft) Howl 



A report letting forth KUffiH* e eonrlctian, wtaice and 
coemutatlon of a on twice wai sutmltted to the Bureau on Deouber 16, 
1942. 

Toura truly, 

7 ") f A Ol 


(/XcpX- 

B. L. B hi Ten 
Special Agent In Charge 


COPIES DESTROYS 

36 9 AUG 4 1970 

Copy ihj 

V'iM 27 W 


BICCRDED 


kPXrjX'l' 


Ff! 
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DTPARTUENT OF JUST. 
UNITS) STATES PSHTHITIAHY 
LRAV’TiTORTH, KANSAS 

December 10, 1942 
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4^- tslf 


95525 

95526 
, 95527 


% 


ww • V. i<fj ?<?}*' V*' 1 . ? v ■•• 4 - 

Date: . U.X90 

.-■ 4 

To: 


SECRET 


*AC, Heooluln, >—11 

/5 7V - 




' 65-4130 


C0wrf5rfJT;AL‘ • ' 


i 


From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


P t * 

UwO 


Subject: OUo E*«l» (65-1574) , 

««* Prleonera 1 Kail. -v 

P«g 4 V 4 *" f ■>. ‘iiy . ’ 1 ■ *• ' 

S-^XUI * T * ^ -■■,'■ ■ -4.. * ■.% + ■ 

geo Sb ^ 0 * 1 — [ Cfln-espondence of the above-name'd individual has been 
g ^ i_ 5fc0fbtaTtted to the Bureau from the Penal Institution of incarceration. 
™uj£bS These specimens have been examined In the Technical Laboratory for...,, 
ZjSfcHE anything of significance. r 

clwo 


1 


’4 

l 


\/7, Specimens: 

d. ’ 65-4130 0064 sod <4865. Envelope and jSX far af eSWaat to 

^|§ A— Otto Ktttfm. 



-i; 




Findings: 
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r~ 


o 


CONf^jVTlAL 1 


*6-1874 

Juiultj 23, 1943 


SIC. Hocolulo 'lj 




mx ■ 


■1 


SECRET ^ 

' •.«•• ■ i % - ■ ■ *'■-" --VI ■’ -,"•> >- v ' u ' J' i' K • . 

■-' • .^v, - ,/ ■ x,.> ' ;.•■ v - -V c f J 


- .«/- ’■:• 


CJU;* 

“So 
« 3: 
gjw 


From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


*=«$ ’ 

jag 

SS»^£2 


Subject: Otto Kuaha 

Pry gft S£ ».^>l a il . 


lecelvad 1/20/43 




Correspondence of the above-named Individual has been 
submitted to the Bureau from the Penal Institution of incarceration. 
These specimens have been examined in the Technical Laboratory for 


anything of significance. 


„ • ^.Specimens: Qfil2 T ette r fro m lubject ny Srt . Medal Koaha. ^ 

O >° Of, 

fa • ^ 

r,a| ■ 


, ■ , 
*■■■* 


Findings : 




•(«,) 


S| 

la 


the original evidence ha* keen ret urn ad toVTVaUar A.' 

Fealtaatlary, BSVSnvorth, Kaaaaa. 


Mr. Tol 
Mr. E. A. Timm 

Mr. Cliff 


— Kooloaura - Photostat of ^612. 




Mr. Gl«vin_ 
Mr. Ladd 


{Recorded 


Mr. Niehola^ 
Mr. Roiaa 
Mr. Tracy 


/£2iL=29 


*pL 

FEDERAL BURCAU W INVKTWHW> - ! t 


Mr. Carion_ 
Mr. Colfty^ 
Mr. Handon_ 
Mr. Kramer. 
Mr. MeQuiri 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr . Quinn 1 
Mr. K«aae 


’ll Gandy 


COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
vr a TL rl'iD 75 
* JAN 2 5 13; .T p.k' 


FEDEMi. bjatAU Of INV 
U. S. OfcPARTMfM Of JUST C: 



1\\ 


JAIN 27 1943 

\u,A DjFARj^ffraFf.aLi}^ 

<_ — — — 

; % r w/c '' <i/ , 




.SECRET 


.. 


) 
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Date: 39. 1M3 

To . 3d£, *onol«ltt' 




: 1 ' ; lQ#f '> § ' 


fif From: J. Edgar iioover - director, Federal Bureau of Investigation -a'> ^ 

,.||5 Subject: ’ 

•£«“ Prisoners' Mail; ,,eelT » 4 1/26/43 ' . i , 

S 3 i\,i : ... • •■■ • ’< •c. 

gs3Si2 , ' 

' £ = *-'=* , 

Sagg Correspondence of the above-named individual has be*^e^ - 

tjS^S aut >Dittea to the Bureau from the Penal Institution of lncar uajjp ffon.- b..C- 
«Xwo These specimens have been examined in the Technical Laboratory ?or ; £ '"1 

anything of significance. • ; ' >\ .. -.f ;> ' Hi 


0613 letter free subject »e Mrs. Model tnohc. 


V^S ' ' ’ • - : - - v • .i 1 

|lv>- in - !■&(§) ^vv,A 

.1*3 *. ' ***• original evidence hat been returned to Hr. Valter A.’ f 

a e/*^f«Tden , Cal tad Btataa Penitentiary, Xpaarasvorth^ZaatAt f ’’ 


Mr. Tol*on_j 5 ft43r0gur- _ Photostat of Qfil3. 
Mr. S. A. Tutus 


Mr. CUfg 

Mr. Glftrln 

Mr. Ladd 
Mr. Nichol t 
Mr. Boean 
Mr.TTrec y 
Mr. Carto n 
Mr.' Cofla y 
Mr. Haadon 

Mr. Kr»mtr_ 

Mr. McGuira 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Qainn Timm^ 


COMMUNICATIONS SECTION ***■ 

M A t L. E D 6,4 V : 


A JAN 30 1943 


Bysgf.U OfJNVEtfIGATIO’-. 

‘-■m i i?«; j 
W-TiG? 


SKS 


-’*tONF!^NTIAl? 








m 


Djf PARTM EMT OF JUSTICE 

. United States Penitentiary 

LCAVCNWOWTH, fCANSAS 

Jaruary 2, 1943 


ft 


-*Mr . J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. -C. 


Re:,. 


• -KUEHK , Otto, No. 59603-L . | £ 




Riclosed herewith for censorship and return to this 
institution are the following-listed letters: 


S3 


Letter dated January 1, 1943, 


* '^3 if 


Letter dated Decenber 29* 1942* fran 


■HrX 


Letter dated January 1, 1943, from Otto Keuhn, . 
. . No. 59603-L, to Mrs. Friedel Kuehn, Sand Island, • (? 3-S/ 
•*( Honolulu, T. H. 

-Very truly yours 






\ o - vn 



•5-1674 


f\ 


mm 


ential 


> 


Date 

To: 


February 8. 1943 
SIC, Honolulu 


SECRET 


J 




SSJ 

ot* 
oSo 
60 x 

*3 


v/ 


From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


: Subject: 


OftTsfcffc?' Kail. 


EsceiTed 2/4/43 


.torrMTo n He u K ^ ff ^H'i ff ^ S ffv 'elntuaefl blVo 



* 111 ' ■'§u^(Ui*»*-'CfcS®P®ft*4<(K4^P l ^B^WWkl- ImjWWftHW^Wbaroeratioi^ 

These specimens have teen examined in the Technical Laboratory for 
anything of significance and have been returned to | rt uniter A. Bunt ar, 1 
-gj - "" Warden, United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, 


Specimens: 


Findings: 


Mr. Telioa 

Mr. *. A. Tntcclosure - Photostat of Q733. 

Mr. Clsif 

Mr. Co II ey ___ 

Mr. Claris 

Ur. Ladd 

Ur. Nlchola RECORDED 

Mr. Rons 

Ur. Traer — ' 

Ur. Caraon j yr “- i *ii<a<uAi,Oi\i.S SaCilOI. 

Ur. H.rb._j MAILED 5 

Ur. Hasdos J ° 

Hr. M«a»lra[^_ p~3 § JO '3 p 

Ur. Mumlord l 

Mr. Piper,. [7t< B,w, j8F ,„ t 4* 

Ur. QsIssTataenJi b. c„ *«r«;i,r 0F ifa 

wii’ V 0. 


Q7334^t letter fra^ subject to Mr*. Friedel luehn. 


Mr. Niktt . 
iA*» 

Blftf 



US - 1 5 2 ^ - 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INV;.Huaf!p(, •* 

FEB 9 AU 

i 1 5 . DEPARTS ENT 


tONffeN™ 1 ’ 











February 19 

f •• 

SAC, lev Tor* 


1943 


CONF 


secret 


[a/ 


From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Subject: 


D 

Otto Xuehn 
Prisoners' Mail. 


Received 3/17/43 


Correspondence of the above-named fnSivTdual has been 
^^mitted to the from, the Pensions titution of incarceration. 

These specimens have been examined in the Technical Laboratory for 
anything of significance and have been returned to 'Hr.~1faltet f. fester, 
'Wden. United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Earnest. 


Specimens: 


0356 


from Mrs, Prledelliluehn 





Mill Gandy 201943 


m- 

—department of JUSTICE 

United States Penitentiary 

LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS 

January 13, 1943 

1 ' ’■ - ■ -sA- 1 - * • t* -a— 

Mr. J. Edgar H oover 
a, -Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation - ' 3 

Washington, D. C, 

■■■■'■ Re: 


KUSUN, Otto, No. 59603-1 

Dear Sir: 

— ... -y Enclosed berev.-ith for censorship and return to this 
institution are the following-listed letters: ~ ? 

Letter dated January 9, 1943, 


■ '9- *-■ < 

- 5 ^ ... 

■ " . - - <p ai‘ . 

- Letter dated January 12,' 1943, from / t /£/, 

. . Letter in German dated September 27, 1942, with ' 
j /, enclosure also a letter in German dat.ocl September O A' t! 

ie, 1942, • ,._i 

. , Letter dated January 11, 1943, fron Otto K ue hn, , r 

/‘J- / No. 59603-L, to I'-rs. Friedel Kuehn, Sand Island, /V A />? " 

' Honolulu, T. H . 

Verr truly touts , 


JM/diiP 1 *- 1 --* ~~ 

'l-c-jc/y. 




ff rnnsm m’a’wf®! 





CC-285 




96 , 1946 , 


z -'y^ f - •• .* fl*C # Honolulu ■ . . / * v 




From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

OttoSLuha *" •'•■ '' < '' * ^ ' s " r< ’ ^ 

' Prisoners • Mail. Uc.U* 3 /*/4S 


i. . •• • ; ; "’‘v • •,**' vs v . . ,-i 

Correspondence of the above-named individual has been f' ••> 
Submitted to the Bureau fi'om the Penal Institution of incarceration. ’>. 
These specimens have been examined in the Technica ^L at^j-Atorv^ f <y • 

fe»«. A, .. 


letter froa subject to Mrs. Vrledcl ftiwhn 


m ■ 

||$$ ‘ -3 
2 2 Fin 

sS i* 


Mr Tolton toe lo sure >1 - -Photostat of ($59. 
Mr. T. A. Timm, 

Mr. cuu ; t. 

Mr. Coffay ^ / . '-*•%«> .* . .A-,. 

Mr. G laris • ~ r ~ " — f .*Y 

Mr. Romo « A I L E D \ 'rtj 

tJiE'tiMii'tt 


SECRETE 


Ur. Handon 1 
Mr. McGuirrl 
Mr. Mumiord] 


, u .uu of wviriewto* 

■^SSWWWWB"- 


'(§>■) 


y ' v / : ■ • . 

msM 


H::q"»i=T , §5 MAR 10 1943 


C0NFIBLN15 


Mr. Nuit_ 

Mitt Gandy _ 



1 


o aaa t ! Departnant of Jus ties . ) 

p . OUTXD STATES FBfITOJTIART 

y Leavenworth, Kansas 

February 26, 1943 



-£■ r X v‘ ,'v • • v- ‘ ■ • ; *• : X ' \* . * i * 

Kr. J. Bdpr hoover . <!3 . . ^ .*' ’ ' «•'' .• • ' i 


Director . * • '• •• 
Federal Bureau of Investijation . / 
Hashinfton, D. C. i ' 


KUEOT, Otto, !fo. 59603-L 


Siolosed herewith for censorship and return to this insti- 
tution are the following-listed letters j 

Letter dated February 25, 1942 (should be 1943), tram ; % 


Letter dated February 25, 1943, from Otto Kuahn, 
Ho. 59603-L, to Mrs. FriodeT^Kuehn, Sand Island, 
Honolulu, T. H. ' 
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From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


S w ; (Mo j ftj ehri 

Subject: 

p — * prisoners ' Mail. ^ 


spi m 

4ZWO 


•" X- X ,f S*>w ' XX/ 


/ _,,y CorreBpondencfbf tiflr"Ktove.-name.(t individual fcas beta ' : y/* ' 
»>bmitted to the Bureau from the Penal Institution of incarceration. 
These specimens have been examined in the Technical Laboratory for 
anything of -significance and have been returned ,tq.' i. 4. *, 

*®r. TSalter A. Hunter, Warden, D. S. Penitentiary 
^MTarrworth, Kansas 

Specimens: letter from Otto Kuehn <b lira. Fpiedei Kuehn 


•jfflj 


Findings: 

Enclosure* Photo static copies of specimen Q1029 


;1 .r e ‘-y.^ • • : *4 vL* • YVX ■ : 

ir -v - \ u \ f.'.r.' 

(0 ' 




Mr. E. A. T imm _ 

¥r. Clegg ^ 

'Mr. CoJt97 • f J i. 
Mr. Gfarlp ; > 
Mr.ltdd > 

Mr. Nithols ' 

Mr. Homo ' - ~ 

Mr. T r*cy 

Mr. Ctrsoo 

Mr. Htsdoa 

Mr. McGttlrt 

Mr. Mumford 

Mr, Htrbo 

Mr. Qvlso T*mm _ 

Mr. N*m 

Mi a* Gandy - 


COMMUNlC^i^^ SECTION 
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flOlMi tUH£A(J Of IMVEST'ftlrrM 

* DtfASTMEVJ OL JUSTICE I 


7^^;^ 10 I' 




MA2 5 1943 u 

' 11 S; k-‘.-; ^! j if 





1 


Department of Justice 
BIIT© STATES 

Leavenworth, houses 


j 


March 13, 1943 


■ Jt 


>, Mr, f. M**r Moov«r A . ■ r V” v s ;>, 'V"V 'V’ K' ’ V-» iv ; ,§ 

Director • -• * : . , : 

Federal Bureau of laveatigstioa . • - , • % 

Veahiacton, D. C- , -Vi 


KUEBN, Otto, Ho. 59603-1 


fflieloeed herewith for cenaorehip end return to thia lnatltu- ^ 
tion and the follwoiae listed letter* i 4 

i • • • ‘ m .r v=>, > 

Letter dated February 13, 1943, fron lira. Friedel Kuehn, ^ • 
Camp Sand. Island, Honolulu, T. H. , to Otto Kuehn, No. S , 
■jqAoi-t. “■* 



Very truly youra 



SSfc 'mLJLj..; 


Rial;. 



1 


P 

y 


"\Depbrtnfarit of Justice 
JlT.fl) STjiI’SS ? ^IWTIn.iY 

Leavenwo:’ on, Kansas 


Laron 13, iyV3 




Hr. J..S d gar Hoover .' . H 

Director. . V *v v *V* ,V r 'V 

Tedersl .-Bureau of ^nyestigation y • A / *. 

T/acrtir.gton, C. , ’ - ^ . 

o 

ne: KLnerr, otto, No. 59633-L 




-nclosed here'.fith for censorsnip ana return to this institu- 
tion is a letter dated February 23 , 1^43, fron ilrs. iYied el^.uehn, 

Ca;«p Cand Island, Honolulu, ?. 'i., to t;,e above-na^ed iinoaoe.. . 

/ Very truly your a, * 


5/ 

7. f alter i-.. Hunter 
' !7arderT~" ’ 
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Department of .. ,ici.^ 
UNITED STATES EENITEHTIARJf 
Leavenworth, Kansas 

March. 22, 1943 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of 'Investigation 
Washington, D- C. • 


V;V ' fie : ilUEHN ? Ot t o , J9633-L 


Dear Sir: 


Enclosed herewith for censorship and return to this lnsi 
ibion are the following-listed letters: 

Letter dated March 15, 1943, from Mrs. Friedelfioiehn, 

0. S. Immigration Caltp, Sharp Park, San Francisbo, . i 
California, to the above-named, inmate . ... . 

Letter dated March 21, 1943, from thd above-named 
inmate to. Mrs. Friedel Kuehn, Sand Island,' Honolulu,' 


Very truly yours v,i * 


Ends . 


alter A. 
Warden 
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■; s ™ it-r-ysw 

j fcDtWAr gl'P'*' or 


IlfAR gp v'n? 


U f Dt»»Ki». »■’ 

Cl JlW'Of 


Fur j 



O tyNFjgEHTIAtJ D 

jie&rrnl Surrnu of Inurst , ..i 

Unit rH States Department of Justice 
USasl^ingtoii, B. ffl. 


March 26, 1943 




Mr. E.A. Timm 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Glivi n^ 


MEMORANDUM FOR MS. COFFEY , 
ROOM 7643 J 

o * 

RE: Otto Kuehn 

Prisdher's Mail 


Reference is made to a letter dated March 15, 1943/ from 
Mrs. Friedey Kuehn to the above subject. This letter was forwarded 
to the Bureau by Mr. Walter A. Hunter, Warden, U. S. Penitentiary, 
Leavenworth, Kansas, under date of March 22, 1943 • 



OOPIES UESTROTE 
339 AUG 4 870 


BEOORDP.D (pJ? ' 15 

® Respectfu 


^ SECRET 

1 0 APR 6^1943 rourntfHTlM-’ 1 



p 
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Department of Justice 
UNITED STATES PENITENTIARY 
Leavenworth, Kansas 


April 8, 1943 

Technical laboratory 

Federal Bureau of Investigation . _ 

Washington, D. <J. _ A •-/ 

Oentlesisni ' ' i , ‘ ’ ’ ^ 

' Sncloeed for your censorship and return to ua are the 
following oonmunica tiona i 






5/ 


WAITER A. HDNTBE 
Harden 


recorded ^ I 

indeed JklL- . 

,'p|i If ! . fiX.-'L . ; 1? 

' I ‘ ' ' ipp fp'iQ/n ; - 

V. ‘ '• ' ' • ,r * I 


INITIALS OR OK II INAL 




p Department or Justioe r 

7 

UNITED STATES PBJIIWTIAHT 
Leavenworth, Kansas 
April 17, 1943 


Kr. J. Higar Hoover 
Blreotor - ' , ■ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Has ington, u . C. 


He 



KU9tN, Otto, So. 59603 -L 


Dear Sin 


fti closed herewith for oensorship and return to this instltu 
tion are the following listed letters 1 , , 



Letter dated April 9th, 1943, from Mrs. Frie^el 
tfKuahn, Detention Station, Seagoville, Texas, to 
Ott-Pluehn, No. 59603-L 

Very truly yours 

8 / 

W-. A. Hunter 

Walter A. Hunter 

Warden 



52MY5 1943 
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jepertment of Justice 
UITMD STATrS PSIITENTIART 
Leavenworth, Kansas 


April 5, 1943 


Hr. J. BUgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
'Washington, B. C. 




-.it 

Dear Siri 


I »i closed herewith for censorship and return to this institu- 

tion are the following listed letters i 



Letter dated ^arch 30, 1943, from Mrs. fried elri uehn. 
Interment federal Detention Station, Seagovllle, I exae, 
to Otto Kuehn, Ho. 59603-L 


Very truly yours. 


S/ 


Valter A. Hunter 
Warden 


4 II 

2 APB 2 3 1843 





fEDERAi EUREAU OF WV«T»ATttN | •• 

APR 1 1943 ■ | 

U S. KTAWfMfNT tf j 



Letter dated April 12, 1943, from OtiCTTuehn, / 59603-L, 
ntoed above, to lira . Friadejpi.uehn, Internment Federal Detention 
Station, Seagfjville, Texas. . 



Vary truly youra, 


. S/ 


WALTER A. HUH THE 
Vardan 



A 4 



3 

itbetal Bureau uf fnae*ti to ^.u>n 
Butted (Mate* Bepartmmt at Burt Ire 
, Martjtngton, B. fi. 

January 22 , 1943 






MEMORANDUM FOR MB. NICHOL! 

o 

RE: BERNARD JULIUS OTTO KUEHN 

with aliases, et»l 
ESPIONAGE - G and J 




Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Carson 

Mr. Colley 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. Kramer 

Mr. McGui re 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Quinn Tatnaa_ 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Nease 

Miss Beahm_ 

Mias Gandv 



The report of | 

dated December 15, 1942, at Honolulu reports than subject 
was convicted of espionage before a Military Commission in 
Honolulu and his death sentence commuted to fifty years. 

Although military authorities aseiBted in the 
prosecution of this case the subject was tried under the 
Federal Espionage Statutes and the prosecution was par- 
ticipated in by the United States Attorney. 

ACTIO.. TAKEN 

This conviction and the accompanying sentence 
of 50 years has been recorded by the Statistical Section 
among the regular statistics (not as Military Court statistics 

Respectfully, 


i 







RECORDED 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
,D I RECTOR 



Spheral Bureau of Inuestigatian 
Brtifeh States Department of JuBtire 
ffiaaljington, B. ffl- 


January 26, 1943 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD 


Ret BERNA® JULIUS OTTO KUIHN, 
with aliases, at alj 
ESPIONAGE - 0 and J 


Ur. Tol«on 

Ur. E.A. Tamm 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Glavin 

Ur. Ladd 

Mr. Nieholi 

Mr. Rouen 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Canon 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. Kramer 

Mr. McGuire 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Neaae 

Miss Beahm 

Miss Gandy 


Reference 1* made to the routing alip of 
Assistant Director L- 6« Nichols attached to a memorandum 
dated January 22, 1943, regarding Kuehn, asking, "How about 
some publicity on this?" 



As you may recall, the result of Kuehn's conviction, 
according to the Honolulu Field Division, is highly con- 
fidential and it was desired that no publicity be released 
regairiing it. An Interesting Case write-up and a press 
release have been prepared on this matter since August 12, 
1942, awaiting authorization for release. 

ACTION 


nils matter will be personally discussed with 
SAC Shivers, who is presently attending In-Service Training 
School, 


Respectfully, 



C 





I t 


o 

o aam 
P 

7 


\ 

ipartoant of Justice 
iSD STATKS PEJJITSJTIARx 
Leavenworth, Kansas 

April >0, 1943 

\ 


0 


Mr. J. Elgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C» • t 

s' Hejl 




Enclosed herewith for censorship and return to this institu- 
tion are the following listed letters > 


Letter dated April 18, 1943, f 



Letter dated April 14, 1943, from Mrs . Frle del 
f'Kuehnj Detention Station, Seagoville, I axas , to 
OttdJKuehn, No. 59&C3-L 


Very truly yours 


S/ 


Walter A. Hunter 
Warden 





Depertoant of Juetioe 
UNIT® STATUS PfNITENTIARl 
Leavenworth, Kansas 

April 21, 1943 


Ur. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, u . C. . 

V’ ' ■ h. M 

, ’ . , *. ©KDSffl, 


Enclosed herewith for censorship and return to this lnstltu 
tion are the following listed letters i 


Letter dated April 20, 1943, froa 


Letter dated April 17, 1943. from 


Letter dated April 20, 1943, frost Otto auehn. 
No. 59603-L, to Urs . FriedeSp Kuehn, Internment 
Federal Detention Station, Saagoville, Texas 

. . Very truly yours 


TT. A. Hunter 


Walter A. Hunter 

Warden 


£EQOKD!X> 




•MR*, /o r 

APB 29 1943 

U S. DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICE 
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FEDEBAL BUHBAU OF INVESTIGATION 


April 24, 1943 


Esi HKRNAHD JULIUS OTTO'S 
with a 11a a as, at alj 
XSFIONAOK - 0 and J. 


Ton will recall that Kuahn waa tried before a Military Ccomisslon 
at Hcoolnlu, T. H., an February 19, 1942, for violation of the Espionage 
Statutes. He was found guilty and sentenced to death with musketry. On 
October 26, 1942, his sentence was commuted by the Military Commission at 
Hawaii to hard labor for a period of fifty years and Kuehn was ordered coo* . 
fined at the united States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas. 


As you know, the facts of this case, the conviction and the re- 
sulting sentence of the subject have never been given any publicity because 
of the fact that the Am y authorities at Honolulu bad requested that the 
matter be kept confidential. Although this case was tried before a Military 
Ccmlasion, the Investigation was handled by the Honolulu Office of the 
Bureau In conjunction with 0-2 authorities. 


a view towards releasing publicity on this matter, 
contacted Special Agent In Charge Shivers on January 27, 1943, 
when he waa attending an In-Service Training Course, for the purpose of - ' - ? 

ascertaining the present attitude of the Honolulu Any authorities regarding , - 
publicity and also to obtain his opinion as to whether publicity on this case ' •; 
could be released at that time. Mr. Shivers said that he could see no Ob- i 

jection to releasing publicity but that before any release could be mads by £ 
the Bureau it would, of course, be necessary to clear the matter through - - 
appropriate Amy authorities. He further stated -that the natter could be 
best handled by conferring with Amy authorities In Washington rather than 
in Honolulu. *00^ 6 W/j 


; By aamorandua of January 27, 1943, a summary of these fasts was* 

j aet forth with the reooomendatlon that the sat tar be referred to, the Uaisft^J 
Section, which should contact the appropriate Amj authorities and date rains 
whether there waa any objection to releasing publicity. This recanjasndatlon 
was approved and referred to the Liaison Section for action. The liaison 
Section baa pares an ted this matter to the Anay authorities on several occa sio n s. 
The Arty claims to still have this msttsr under consideration and has not 
rendered a decision to date. 


JUL 27 




(IHFOHMATIVB MEMORANDUM - NOT TO BE SENT TO FILES SECTION) 


J 

^ j Departaent of JamtS j 

WITH) STATS PSITBUIAttl 
t Leavenworth, Kanaaa 

April 29, 1943 


Mr. J. Mger Hoover : 

Olreotor y - 

Federal Bureau of Xmreetlption ' . 
Washington, 0. 0. • • i' . 


Deer Six* .. . 

fooloaod herewith for eanaorahlp and return to this lnatitu- 
tion are the following 11a tod latter* t 


Letter dated April 27, 1943, to Mrs. Triad af^uehn. 
Federal Detention Station, oeagovlll*, Texas', fro* 
Otto Kuahn, Ko. 59603-L 


Tory truly yours 


8/ 


■alter A. Hunter 
Harden 




BB00BDED A INDEXED 
^ . 
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FtDERM BUREA*' f>F tNVESjIkATION j 
may 8 1943a':m. ' V • 
U, S. de partment onesnrr _ ' 

F ILF | 

-IWiTI/LS uf OMGIf AT- 



\ '•v 

' J. 




’ 3, ^43 


Hr. j. «l«»r Hoowr 

wraotor.- of jo^UtoUc*..;, :^ v 
^ahington, 0 *. ®*. 

f. ; '■]; . ]? .•;>> ? 



X! 

X 

X 


: '•; ’ 0 


" ' j«ltVl f° r 0 * n * <jrl 
X,U*r»‘ 

U,, foUo«in« 

Ucc «. th. roiA _ „ 1 Q a 3. Iron 


thi* Inatitu- 


Afo 





iir.. rn«uV»“"; 


, . . g-atar Sunday /n>» »■ ^ otto Kuehn » 


ietantt* Station, 

». 59603-1 


7 cry truly T 0 ^ 


Wo-dan *• « wt * r 

S/ ftlUr *• a^ ur 

Cardan 

&iol»* - \ 


i 

as 

S 

i 




._tiertient of Aastica 
UNITS STATE PSHITSITIABI 

Leavenworth, Kansas 

T?- > , *y 6, 1943 ‘ ^ 


Nr. J. Kl gar Hoover’ 

Direotor 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. q . 


ratio, No. 59603-L .. 

Boar Sin ’ ‘ f";*’’* • ••f' 'V . \ 

Bnclooed herewith for censorship and return to this institu 
tion are the following listed letters i 

Letter dated Nay 2, 1943, from Aaerloan Red Cross 


Leavenworth. Kansas 


Letter dated Nay 3 , 1943, from Mrs. Tri 
Detention Station, SeagovUle, Texas, to bito 
Kuehn, No. 59603-L . 

.. 4f “ \ ^ -< 

Letter dated Nay 4, 1943, fron Otto Kuehn, N>. 59603-L, ' 
to Nrs. Frledel Kuehn, Federal Detention Station, 
SeagovUle, Texas 

lery truly yours 


Halter A. Hunter 

; warden .■* t- 


X f . _ - friT'/ZW-Im 

.,r;c' v - ’ FtOEHAL IUHEAU Of UWOTJAATIOH 

r , , MAY 17 194^ 

i a t. DEPAKTN LltOfjKflT/a 



epartment o! Justice 

®Ha«t)ington 


HHMRANDCM FOR HR. LOUIS HI< 


10/l8, 

:dK£T 


Attached la a preliminary draft of the story by OWI 
Kuehn case. I re-drafted the first few paragraphs to give it a| " " ' 
stronger lead and to tie in Seram and Japanese espionage. Others— - — - 
wise, it is a simple straightforward story, which is probably the 
best way to present it since it la such a bang-up story anyway. 

If you could expedite clearance on this, OWT would be 
very grateful since they are extremely enthusiastic about it and 
would like to go after Army clearan ce as soon as possible. For , / 
your information, they plan to have personally put it 

to the Amy big-wigs. b 

The story would be helped tremendously by some photographs. 

I wonder if you can supply pictures of ary of the following! Kuehn, 
lire. Kuehn, their daughter, their house (and particularly the dormer 
window used for signaling), or the beauty parlor mentioned in the 
story. Any or all of these, or ary additional photographs, would 
give the story a terrific boost. . <•*_. 

f(VPw.ov<ad W tfr. Cacti VUaaCW _ 

J a'j^isWMoN ’ :*£. fit 

wM 1 rvtfc' Acting Director of Publi c Relations 

n . xr 
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24 UAt 


Oman espionage ipriti collaborated with the Japan... In preparing 
tba vagr for Japan', sneak attack on Pearl Harter, the Office of War Informa- 
tion disclosed today. 

U> a report, basejl on l^fomatloa froai tba Faderal Bnroau of Investi- 
gation, awt revealed that Bar^Su-d Julius Otto fusho, Qexwan agent and neater 
of tha Waal party, oonspired with Japanese aplaa to betray tha Onltad 3 tat. a 
Float In Furl Harbor to tha fop. rial Japanese Government four daya before the ?, 
attack on foe aa bar 7, l&l. 

Kuahn, who want to Honolulu in 193$ for the betenalble purpose of 

Studying tha Japanese language, who ba nk ed wore than $70,000 hie first three 

years in Hawaii, and whose daughter operated a beauty parlor for the families 

of our Wary nan in tha I eland., waa triad before the kilitary Comdssion in 

Honolulu for eiolationa of the United State. Code Annotated; wae found guilty 
i 

on February 21, 19t2, and waa sentenced to be shot. On October 26, 19h2, bis 
sentence waa camrated to fifty years at hard labor. 

The story which is aada public for the first tine today, is a tale of 
treachery that ia both devious and direct. - It involve, signals flashed by "a 

light in Taw-t ift beach house at night*. It involves «a light in dormer window 

\ 

of Kalaas house". It Involves the destruction of Awericsn ships and tha death 
of Ansriom mm. 


On tha warning following the Japanese air attack on Pearl Harbor, 

Sp. 104 l. 

e p wss.eS i t l e je of tt 


the FBI succ ee de d in obtaining frow various oomercial radio 

tmXlit, 


V iws*-yae 

and cable ccnpanlsi in Honolulu copies of certain, hitherto 
l*| tN«t \ . 

which had been socohaigdSl be t wee n the Japanese Consulate at 


eocohengdSl 
Japanese Foreign Offloa in Tokyo. 


Japanese 


unavailable 
Honolulu aiid the 




u 


o 


In translation, one of these messages revealed that on 
December S^dfagagJ^IClta, the Japanese Consul-General In Honolulu, 
had furnished his foreign Office with a complete system of signals 
to be used In the transmission of Intelligence Information - 
regarding movements of the American fleet at Pearl Harbor. One 
such signal was a light In a dormer window of a house in Kalarna. 

Kalama Is a comparatively small community located :-.t Kailua, 
Oahu. Special Agents of the F.B.I. had no difficulty in locating 
the house with the dormer window. It was owned and occupied by a 
man who went by the name of Otto Kuehn, and his wife, Frled el. 

The TCuehns were German nationals. They had previously been 
suspected of engaging in espionage activities in behalf of Germany 
and Japan and they had b'.en under investigation by the Office of 
Naval Intelligence, and' the Military Intelligence Service of the 
War Department, as well as by the F.B.I. These inquiries had 
brought out the fact that the kuehns also had a beach house at 

j 

LanikajU* And another of the signals mentioned in the message in 
possession of the F.B.I, was a light in a beach house at Lanika*.. 

F.B.I. Agents apprehended ICuohn and his wife December 8, 1941 
on the authority of the Com ’anding General of the Hawaiian Depart- 
ment who. Immediately following the declaration of war against the 
United States, had ordered all German and Italian aliens to be “ 
picked up for temporary detention. 

When they were first pickec^che Kuehns, according to F.B.I. 
reports, flatly denied that they had ever had any negotiations with 
the Japanese Government. But increasing evidence from tho y.B.T. 
confused their stories and on Decomber SO, 1941, Kuehn signed a 



- v" ' ; ~. Jf^^. ', VXvvvvP''-.^ I ' V? <& V 4&/. ■ , - ,* .-■ 

, ? •'Ut^njnt aid»itti.y jlrt'toa h^'fcrepared^ . >. ^amof signals for ■'V ’ ; 

X the Jepenese .Conaul-Oeneral which the letter had dispatched to x 

. . ’ vfe *• •■ • V-^IP ' -i!:.' ’ '• I'/ » - :V ,*• • ' 1 *•• \ 

Tokyo In Me fateful Message of Deo enter 8, *. • ft*' -' 

."■» .■ -•; V- .• '4« - 

Kuehn'a story, as detailed In the F.B.I. files, 1» as follows I 
/■' . f". Sometime during the month of Hovember, 1941, he went to . , 

T^OtoJii^J^OJcuda, Japanese Vioe-Consul at Honolulu and offered to " 

,V {' , 1r ■• * vK • V'v K -. 

.> assist the Japanese lnv>btalning Information about the national 
* r: •%.« r *• *•* 

^defense of the United. Suites. He, Kuehn, declared that Okuda 

'requested him first to get the Information regarding the movement 
- • r -'-- • V ■ - 

, of the American fleet atS?earl Harbor, aqd second, to devise a 

1 i- \ . \ * V 

"system of signals by which this information oould be imparted to ^ 
the Japanese fleet.' -' ^ c «- 

Kuehn, according to the story he told the F.B.T. agents, 
went to Pearl Harbor (acoompanied by his ten-year old son, Hans 
Joaohim) and made his observations. A few days later he went to 
the Japanese Consulate and submitted a signal system which he had 
worked out, which oould be used by the Consulate in furhishing 
information as to the number and types of American ships In Pearl 
■ Harbor, as well as data about the ships that had already left or 
" were about' to leave. 


But the Japanese offiolals .thought' the system too complicated. 
Vice-Consul Okuda, according to the report, told him to oome back 
with a simpler system. Kuehn came back, on December 2, with his 
revised and simplified system. He also handed over to Okuda a _ 
written tabulation of the number and types of American ships ,then 
In Hawiian waters. 

The F.B.I. reporta that on or about Ootober 25, 1941, £14,000. 
in oash had been delivered to Kuehn, at bis residence with the dormer 
window by^adaei^Morlmura, Fourth Secretary of the Japanese Consulat 

'• • l t ' ... 



- 4 -. 


Kuehn want on trial February 19, 1942. The technical charges 

" were violation of Sections 31, 32, and 34, Title 60, United States 

Code Ahnotated. He was 'found guilty on eaoh of the charges, was 
tut 

sentenced to be shot,/later had his sentence^ommuted to fifty 
years at hard labor. 

Kuehn, who la', listed In the F.B.I. files under several 

aliases, was born Bernard Julius Otto Kuehn, In Berlin, Germany, 
r ’ ' • . 

July 25, 1895. Vhen he was 18 he enlisted In the German Navy. He 

Was serving as a mldo -lipmen aboard a German cruiser in World War I, 

and when In January, 1915, his ship was sunk In a sea battle with 

an English war vessel,' he was taken prisoner. 

Following the Armistice he returned to Berllh and re-entered 

the Naval Service as an Ober-Lloutenant aboard the mother ship of 

a mine sweeper flotilla. After about 6. months of this he was 

released and placed In the Naval Reserve Corps. He studied medicine 

briefly at the Universities of Berlin and Munich, and engaged In 

various occupations In Germany, . 

v In 1920, In Munch en, Germany, Kuehn married FrledeliBlrk who 

had ta,n children by a previous marriage, Leopold and Ruth, Leopold, 

according- to his mother's declaration. Is now serving the Nasi 

Party as an assistant to Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels. . , 

- It Is one of Kuehn* s proud boasts, ' according to F.B.I. ^ 

Information, that he was so high in the Nazi Party that he was once ' 

considered for the poeltloh of Chief of the German Gestapo under 

Heinrich Hinder, His rival, for the job. Reinhold Heydrleh, 

double-crossed him, Kuehn told the F.B.I., and won the coveted post. 



t, iwafl.li 
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5.,at- •;■ - -B- "•"* 

Kuohn was first admitted to the United States at Honolulu ' 
August 15, 1835. His alleged reason for coming was to study the 
Japanese language. He never went back to Germany. He made two 
trips to Japan. 

Between l!ay 14, 1936 and February 7, 1939, more than 
^70,000 was deposited to the credit of Kuehn and his wife In a 
Honolulu bank by tie Rotterdam Bank Association. It was supposed 
to have oome from Investments and business interests of his In 
Germany and Holland. 

But about the end of 1939 Kuehn was reported to be in 
financial difficulties. He established a beauty parlor which 
his wife's daughter, Ruth, operated. Ruth's mother Is reported 
to have said that the shop v.as really opened to obtain "Jiavy 
business." 

i iuehn went to Japan for a visit in 1940 and returned 
home with a series of articles on "American Polynesia" which 
contained descriptions of various British and American Islands. 

She le also reported to have brought back some vl6,000 in cash. 

It was in the early fall of 1940, too, that the not; famous 
dormer window was constructed in the attic of the Kuehn' 3 hone on 
ilalama Road. In January of that sane year i rs. Kuehn purchased a 
pair of eighteen-power Bauseh and Lomb binoculars. This was an 
unusual 'purchase for a woman to make, for these field -lasses are 
considered too hleh-powered for ordinary purposes. Because df their 



T—' -: 

■; : ' ■■■ • '■ ..., .'•-•: 4 -. " 

Although no previous original record hu been connected ' ’ : 
with Kuchh h> th# F.B.I. files, both he and tala wife were generally 
known In Honolulu as pro-Nazi and took part. In the activities off 
various local Qermaa oluts. -■» ' _ 

Leopol<^fo«hn, writing to his parent* on Karoh 27, 1939, 
expressed sorrow that his step-father, an old National Socialist 
who deserved a role In. current events, was not a participant in . 
the present war, “ 
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I have been asked several questions about a prisoner 
^reportedly now in Leavenworth, Kansas. His name is either Otto , 
Kuehn o r OttoTuhne ■ My informants say that he is incarcerated — 
in Leavenworth after having been implicated in a conspiracy 
leading up to the bombing of Pearl Harbor. 

I also am informed that the Department of Justice has 
all the facts in this story. It would be very helpful to the 
News Bureau's program if we could obtain the facts from Justice 
and issue a release immediately. Do you want to see what you 
can do to get us the story? , ^ . 




OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION 


ip.QWRPND ' 


llr. U. E. Oilfond 
Direotor of Information 
U. S. Department of Justioe 
Washington, D. C. 


If the facts referred to in the attached memo- 
randum are as interesting as I hare been told they 
are, this story mould be of extraordinary value to 


I wonder if you would do everything possible 
to track it down and see if the facts cannot be made 
publio. - 


James Allen - 
Assistant Direotor 
/Doiaestio Operations 
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M. E. GILFOND 

P ul m u or PUBLIC Rtunow 




department of STusJtice 

®®afii)ington 

Hay U, l?li3 


HBORAMDM FOR ItR. LOUIS NICHOIS 


Hie enclosed note from Jim Allen and nemo from Iyon to 
Allen are self-explanatory. I, too, have heard some talk about 
this person. 

Since Hawaii went under marshal law immediately after 
Pearl Harbor, I should imagine the Any had a good deal to do with 
the case. For that reason, I think we better caution the OH that 
clearance will have to be gotten from the A my as well as from this 
Department. Our general agreement with OKI is that when ary agency 
other than our own is involved, OKI does the releasing and not us. 

Die reason for this is to check with the other agency or agencies 
involved both on accuracy and advisability of release. I think the 
first thing we should do is put the facts down on paper and send them 
to Jim Alien as a confidential memo. Once he has the facts, I am sure 
he will be in a much better position to determine whether the informa- 
tion should be made available to the public. 

If you will submit to me, therefore, an official memo on 
this case, I will transmit it to ltr. Allen. 

If for any reason the FBI thinks the information should 
not be made public, please so state and we will present those argu- 
ments to CTO. 






'■■-.-j.' '■ #•••<*. -jr jm v ‘ ,»* iv.^p 

At first tte Mn stosdfarHj daalod aatiac U Wolf «r tte 
lyam tmrwat. Imw, ateo aoaft-eotad alth tks w Un atdSh had VJV* 
W<o dml^W thrc*afa vlfartos lar*#tl*aUaa# Rate aa D mmUr X> 1941* 
intiM * «l 0 Md rtetmmt ateitUac that M ted Jr* F*ra d tea mte af 
ad patio ter tte Jytrtooa Conaal Oeoaral, otdsh tte latter dtsoateted te - ; *• . 

Tokyo la tda MU|t aa Baooabar 3,/ 19 41. ffwte ajroUlned that aoaetlaa C ‘f| 
dnrlae Inter, 1941, te eo«i* ctad/OtoJlraf Otoada, tte Jap te ana Tin® 

Ctnu at Banolala # and after* d to malet (a* Japan*** la abtaladng la* . 4 ,5- 
teraatlna *f lat«r**t raapoetlnc tte national d*ten*a of tte tfeltod Staten. / 
la aaoopttnc this pnfterad aid, Chain reportedly mqnnrted Xatea to anonr* 
pnral data mcudlas tte an w e a t af tte lurlwi fleot at Narl Barter 
ad ttea daolaa a qite of s i gn al s la «rdar that this lnfarmtlso adffct ' 
te lapnrlad to tte te pn w — * float, tenmt te this r*q oast, Kasha# -<f Sfr-st- 4 

aoo onp an lod by Ms te y a w o l d aon# tea* J ano hl a # drov* Vo tte rtcl.ri.ty of. » *i ; -f 
f**rl tertar ter tte p T p aa a af *teii d at tte tenrlaaa w—da aocmd ttera i ^‘‘« 
at that tine. Tfcrsa or tear da?* later Cute again aall«d at tte Japaaaaa 
Oaaanlate ate ooaforrod alth HU ate Ak it a. Dcrlag this slalt# Xante - v.; •< 
noteitted a ayataa af alpalli* nhUh amid te ante hr tte Oantelata la - ^ 

ardor to fhrriah Inform Uoe ralatlv* to tte trjxa and po s ter af faorlesa 
ahlp* la Faarl Barter# as tell as ttea* preparing to Ian *te tho** riish 
had already departed. After a^noidoring tte partlealsr tjite, tte Japan*** 
aar* af tte apirion that it aaa too oo^>llasted sod raqooatod that a slr^lsr 
ayatmted*rt**d. In fact, a apod fie n is art af this aater* as aada ha 

. 1 . V ;• .v , * 


V 


V*-' 


toatai hr Kloa Consol Cfcnfla. 

Oa te oaa h ar 1,1911, bdm again visited tho Japaaaaa Coasolttn 
at Booolsla# at tfclob tins ho dnllrorod te Tlo* Ooteal Ckada a rerioad aa 
nlnpUflod apstaa of signalling. Oa thla aoao aeeaalea# ttehn fornlohad 
vittao Inform Use a » marrin g tte aasiT wr and terlom typos af Am j l oan 
ahlpo ttea la teoallan aatara. * 




Ob or Shoot Oetoter IS# 1941# 111,000 In oash »u dallwsd to ■> 
Kuhn at Ids raaldsnM la Xnlnaa fcytfadasli llcrlam, fourth Secretary af 
tte Ja p a am s Oonaoiata 1a Ba nal > 1 * . V | »_ V 

~ Caste mat aa trial hafnr* tte Hillary Co—laolon in Bonolaln 
an htrur? 19# 1942# far violation af Sastloaa JX„ 53# sad J4, dtl* $0, - V: 
felted States Coda Anantsted. Tte (hargo* against Caste sjocl finally allogad > ■ 
that te oonap&rad alth tte Japaaaaa flat Oeasal la Bbanlnla to trananlt ~ 
te Japan information porUlainc te tte natlaaal dafma* af tte Oil tod: v ,V. '„•* 

States and to psrfcrn cartels arort ant* to affaot aaeh a aoo op lra cy. 

Farther# an or atent Ponccter 2# 1941# Caohn tranaalttnd laformtleo re- 
lating to tte OaiUd State* laral floot and tte national dafteao of Anertea 






-3- 

p.v' ,V V V • 'm ;K.,« • *• v«* 

r Be an agent af the Imperial ftywi BeiwMt baba waa alee eturpi 
. ‘ with anlawfally obtaining Information regarding IM ambar aid tgrpes at . 1 
felted Stelae Saval fmili based at Pearl fcrter with the lwtant and , 
mi« to b eUere that it was to be aaad far tha la^wr sf tha felted it*v» V 
' -wad to tha adwnUge a f tha ft p www flam awt . 

v,- • ‘ •'••• •*?' ' • ... v>: ■-* 

4 werdiet at gallty eo eaoh af tha preferred sbargse waa r a twru a d „ 
bgr tha BUitary Oowlsalan «o February 21, 1942, ad an tha aw data 
la aha waa sentenced to ba shot.. On Bctobar 26* 3342 , bats' a aactaooa waa 
tenanted ta fifty feera at bard labor. 


Barnard Jollaa Otto Kwdha waa bom aw fely 25, 1*?5, la Bwrll^ 
Owaany. In April, 1913* ha anils ted la tha Oarwan In/ aad after a trlaf i ' , 
\ tysiniag parted earwad as a wldaMpwan aboard a Oarwan oralaer wwtU daoaarjr, i 
1915* fean hta ship was sank In a sea battle with an Bngliah war vassal 
and la aha taken aa a prisoner at war by tha Mtlih. following the An&etioe, ' 
ba hn ra tam ed Vo Berlin aad re-eoterad tha laral esrrioe aa an Obar-Llea tenant 
aboard tha aoUnr ship ef a adna aawapar fleUlla. After a boat sir wonthe < 
ef each aarrloa* baho ana released and plaoad In the Baral B eetn r a Corps. ' " 
Ba a toll ad nediolee at tha fetraralty af Berlin and tha felrarelty af 
Bqnloh tor about a year and ana -hal f and the r eaf ter encaged la wrieue 
eocupsticns la Otw ec y. , 


On Bar 10, l$a0* beta narrlad Frisdel/Blrt at Bancbac, Oerwany. 

At tha tlna at this union, Ira. baba waa tha nothar at tac children aanad * 
Leopold and Both, bo additional children, Berlin Bharhard aad Bus Jotddfc 
resulted tram tha betas 1 nerrlage. B4* MMim atoalfljaat to abaaraa. 


tha Bolted States with bar feajX^eo^w^jaa^^ta ^loen eitfxsn, with whw 
aha resided In Bawlala antll she waa taken Into ouftoty aa a Oarwan allm 
by Special Agents ef the fadaral Bnraaa of fereettgatlaw. . 


bahn edwlttedlj taowa aaaoclated with the Baal Farty la 1930 ■;* 

aa tha remit of his attending a wasting tailed ty Bltlar la dal* 6*rwany. 'i 

h*mr. ha eonUods that he did not baoona active wntll 1933. Is firankly 
boasts that ba was eonaldarwd with Re 1 , ahold jyaydrlcfa far the position aa * 

Chief of the Oarwan Oeatapo wader Be ‘-nrlchlB wl er bat, aeoordlag to baba* a _ 
story, Btydrldh douhle-oroeaed Ma by waanl ef a ra aa, atddt* totaled with 
; , Kwlar’a personal dislike for bin, raaaltad la Haydrloh'a rwoai' wing the '-VJ'iJi- 

appolntaant, a position ba, aooordlng ta Baal standard, filled eo eapably. ’ v ; / 

bahn was first adaltted to tha ttaited States at Bwtblaln on 
August U, 193$, for the ostensible purpose of etu&lns the Japanese language. 



I 



fin*pt tor tot Ant vlnlte to Jtoan, « to 1331 and tot et tor to 1938* 
Ktoto to* wlto to tenalnln oostlannato* Mm Ur lb« 193S, A 
tobrtair 7, 193fa n*r $70,000 t** Onotltod to tot nadli of tola todft* 
viitol and hit vito to * tons to Ronolnla ty to* Aattardan 3nk Aaaeoln* 
ilea to JUnUrtefe Thto tnmnt mppnttinr w w» < Onm larotontta and 
hntlntn totaraata omod hr JCuato to Oannor «nd 3oltond- 0* aiplalntd 
to* raoaipt of to* imgr a* to* malt of an iinant antamd Into alto 
• Or* mteto/ontacg of Koto, Japan,toon to dnarltod at hto p coa p ac t lm 
>n»-4i»-If> u «ln*4r otoagrtd, n n fcng oaear did attnaTtr auxy tot* 
to* rottn CnUjr. 


Arand tot tad of 1939, toahn tat repocia d m tola* la dirt 
flaaaotol iinlU ( at wfaloh tto* h* oatahlUhad a toantr parlor, to b* 
opantad hf hit daughter Roto* Aaant thto acrterprlsa, lira. 'oahn baa bo*a 
kuonn to ranark that to* beauty ahoy waa optnad primarily to obtala 
Injr baalnaa*. 

At tot tto* of Krt« faaha't dapartur* too* Japan on fthmaiy 19, 
19(0, aba brought >lto bar a a aria* of oawapapn artlola* on Voartnan 
rolyaaaia* whloh bad appeared to to* Bnrwlnlo * I iTrnll in'* and amtalnad 
daaarlptlce* of variant 3rlVLah nd Aaartoan Itlanrtt, 

Open tor ratora ta rtwwlal* a* April 20, 19(0, Xrt, raaha rtp u rta J y 
brought du tor gpwrtntaly {16 , 300 to o*A to lair damtoaUan* 

During ta aortaaato* lonrtlgatlan oontootad hr tba varlou* total* 
llgana* aganotoa, it war laarnad tost a I ran window ta* oonatruotad to 
tto attla of tto ruaboa* raaldanoa oa Cala** 3oad during to* aarly toll 
of 19l0e Da Jaauaiy of to* aaaa yaar, !&*• ruafcn pnmbaaad a pair of 
algbtaan powar Saoaoh and LoA binocular*, Tto** field gliaaat art oo»* 
tldarod too hl^h povertd tor ordinary pjpattt, a* ttoy oanaot to nod 
without a tripod or aona otfaar kind of reat tooa n aa of thalr eapil rtad 
1 . Titontloota 

i 

v Tto tuahaa wna rattor generally tan** In Snoolnla a* , jaaaattng 

m . - pm rail ^gpatotoa nd to tog totaraatad to tto aotiwltla* of Tarlou* On- 
m- no olnto to that aran* Hr*. (ton to aradttad alto tot atatanut tint tto 

Ml 

Mr ..." 

Mr ' ~ 

Mr - . 

Mr. , 


Jr. Bt 

Ir. a 
Ir. Q 0 
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United States Penitentiary 

- ^EEAVEN WORTH. KANSAS U 


May 14, 19*3 


• Mr. <1. Sd gar Hoover 

' Ss :' Director 


federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


ORUrHN, Otto, No. 5960>L 


'fcear Sir: 

-it’s y 


. /Q 

Enclosed herewith Ter censorship and return to this institu- r/ 

■ •it-, -..lion are. the following-listed letters: * -' s 


^-^-'^SWetter dated torch 14. '1943 (should have been Kay 14, 1943), 




’^"Letter dated Kav 11. 19/.3 
Letter dated t’av 10. 1943. 


%&fJO 




53 <s-V'» *-* ~ " 


- Letter dated May 13, 1943, 



Q2o£-J 




w *--v J«tter^dBted May 12, 1943, from Otto Kuehn, No. "59603-1, , 


to Mrs. Yrledel Xuehn, Federal Detention Stction, Seagoville, Texas 




Very truly yours 




lK:,- .V.-i 


J# 





Sfi 




COWES destroyed 

380 4 B70 


HAWAII TIMES 
Thursday, April 1$, 

•t* ' - 


1943 





AxtrAgent Here. 
Gets 50 Years k. 
[In Leavenworth 


Convicted of espionage in Hawaii 
while acting as an agent for the 
Japanese government, Atto Kuehn, 
former Lanlkai resident who once 
represented himself to he a metal 
furniture dealer In Honolulu, is eerv- i 
|ng a 50-year aentenee in Leaven-] 
worth. It was revealed today. , i <*'1 
Investigations toade by the Ho- 
nolulu FBI office reaulted in KuehhV 
prosecution and conviction In Feb*' 

ruary. »U. - ?•:_ j - 

His trial before a military torn - 
hisslon In federal court here wgsi 
Iheiflrgt espionage case to the United] 
■Wetes after the outbreak of the w 1 ^ 1 
f' I] is believed that the sentence 
t? 11*®™ heaviest for ekpb 

pffigises by axis agents imposed 
•be war started. . 

f • Kuehn was removed to the mam-' 
rland immediately after being sen-; 
Ftenced. His wife and daughter wet*] 
taken into custody on Lecem-1 
r — ®. 1M1. Mra. Kuehn was sub-! 
[keanently removed to the mainland] 
gfter being interned here while hw 
pa ugh ler, Mrs. Ruth Moore, remain-] 
Jwd in detention here. .• . v -;-d? 

Kuehn came to Hawaii about eight 

F 'ara ago, and repreeented himself 1 
a r ^fe ed Q*nnan naval offioer^i 
Mfs-K&iehn ind her daughter 
Operated a b eauty shop at 
JKaneohe shortly before December 
P< receiving patronage of wive* of; 
2^»val officer! from tfie naval base] 
un that vicinity, aocording to 
»»ony heard to a recent divorce trial', 

| J. CarsonNMoare, husband of Ruari 
fRuehn^iooif, sued his wife~7ofi 
divorce on the ground <jf cruel treat- 1 
gient alleging his wife failed- 
VeveaJ that her father was — 

^gent. The divorce ey e - 


Mr. CU*s.„ 
Mr- Co5ey._. 
Mr. Gterto^ 


Mr. Mlebels 

Mr. Rowen 

Ms. IViey 

Mr. Onoii — 
Mr. Bondan 
Mr. Ifwn/ord .. 

Mr* Piper 

Mr. Btsrke 


Mr. Mm 


6 * 6 ' ' 5 7V-//7 

SWCLOSORl 



Jrbiral Burrau of Inuestigation 
Unite?) States Bepartmrnt of 8uBtire 
3Bast}ington, B- ffi. 

Uay 24, 1943 

MEMOBAHDUU FOB UR. TO ISO 

© ^ 

RE: OTTO KUEHN 


For record purposes, there is attached hereto Mr 
a news item appearing in the Hawaii Times on April 15, Mil] 

1943, which obviously came from the Honolulu Office. M , 

Tou will recall that on Uay 16th, SAC Thorntom^ 
advised that the information pertaining to Kuehn's sentence 
was given to the press on the day he took over the Honolu 
Office m connection with comment concerning the accomplish 
of former SAC Shivers, as many requests were received from 
newspapers for information on the cases handled during Ur. 
Shivers' assignment. 





b SECRET 3 

Brbcral Bureau at JmtrrHgaHnn 
Bnfteb States Department at Justice 
SSHasljington, D. ®, 


Mr. Toll 
Mr. X. A. Tonmi_ 
Mr. Cl«n_ 


65-1674 


May 27,’ 194S 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINS 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
EXCEPT WHERE SHOWN 
OTHERWISE 

memorandum for tee direct 


& 





vy 
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You will recall that this subject, immediately prior to December T, 

..1941, furnished to Japanese oonsular officials at Honolulu a system of 

m Signalling, which was promptly communicated to Japan. This signalling system 
<C designed as a means of transmitting to the Japanese detailed information 

*a: QvAfe gar ding the location and number of American naval units at Pearl Harbor. 

1” I'-tQriuehn was charged with violation of the Espi mage Statutes and mi tried 
cil^VJpy a Military Commission at Honolulu, Hawaii, on February 19, 1942. On 
c —’ CO ^Tebruary 21, 1942, the Ccmmission found him guilty and sentenced him to be t 
<2 “hot. 

3 . \ 

Publiolty on this case -was iiot released by the Bureau a fter Kuehn 
eentenoed bec ause Arm y offisiais at, Honolulu, who had charge of the 
g co rf ) (trial of Kuehn before the Militai|r Commission, had requested that the fact a 
br — Hof the oase and the results of the convic tion be leapt conf< prior to 

g — ^jtha execution of sentenoe, si nce reprisals “against Amcrlosn nationals in 


1 Japan and Germany might result, 

; - — - ... 

J The conviotlon and sentenoe of Kuehn ms then, as Is {he general 

policy, referred to the Office of the Judge Advocate General. MA Washington 
for review, and the .hidge Advocate General upheld the finding’ Of the, oourt. 

The matter ms then referred to the State Department for review, and the 
State Department referred it to the Attorney General, requesting advioe rela- 
tive to the conviction of Kuehn. * f / Zj 

Jfi a memorandum dated M ovember Ugo Caruej^ . 

-Assistant to the Attorn^T Sene nil . a dvised the Bureau that Kuehn* s ae^ran oe e* 1 ' 
ha4 h"*” cnmaite d to fifty years by the Military Governor ia't'-gonUlulu and1943 , , 

t hat Kuehn had been removed to the Federal Penitentiary at Leavenworth, - - I 
K ansas, to serve this senteno e. Thereafter, the Honolulu Office advised I 
i that a oertlfiedeopybf the order of the ‘Military Governor | 

Jg"™ of Hawaii had boon obtained confidential manne r ,^se tt ingfopth thht 1 

jjgf ^jjjhn* s sentenoe had been oamautei' to fifty years* TSr. . i 


21 194 } 
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Memo for the Director - £ - 

Re i BERNARD JULIUS OTTO EUEHBT 

nas | et alj ESPIONAGE - G A J 


ML 

6/27/43 


The po ssibility of releasing publicity on this oase Has discusse d 
sdth M r, Shlv orB, former Speolal Agent la Charge at Honolulu, at the time 
he ms attending an In Service Training course In Washington In January of 
1943. M r. Shivers at that time advised he could see no obieotlo n to giving 
this oa se publicity , but before any release ms made by the Bureau, it mould 
of^oourse be n ecessary to olear the matter through appropriate Army authori - 
ties , lnasmuoh as the subject mas tried before a Military Commission and 

I because Army authorities have requested that the faots of the oase be kept 
confidential. Mr. Shivers ms of the opinion that this matter should be 
taken up Tilth Army authorities in Washington rather than at Honolulu. 

Thereafter, the Bureau attempted to aeoure olearanoe, through the 
Liaison Section of the Bureau, from Army authorities to release publicity 
on this oase. T he Bureau use unable to secure a definite answer from th e 
Milit ary authorities in Washington until April 23, 1943,' at which time 
Colonel Forney of MIS advised it ms the feeling of Army representatives in 
Hawaii and the Governor of Hawaii that sinoe the Kuehn oase ms so olosely 
allied with the Pearl Harbor disaster, they did not desire that a release 
be made. at the present time for fear of another hue and cry which might be 
raised over Pearl Harbor. 


Sinoe that time, however, e fforts to release a story on this oa se 
through the cooperation of the Offioe of War Information have been made and 
in formation re garding t he case nas oeen lumishea tnat acencv . As yet, the 
oase has not received publicity through this means. 


On April 15, 1943, there appeared in the Hamli Times, Honolulu, 
Hawaii, a short news story setting forth a brief resume of the faots in this 
oase and the results of Kuehn’ s convlotlon, —SfV'Thomton ms requested to 
submit to the Bureau an explanation as to why this r elease had beenj 
him without prior Bureau authorisation]^ 
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“ V* 1 ‘ * Department of Justir 
d - l, UNITED 'STATES PENITENT 
-I fc. U LEAVENTOHTH, KANSAl 

* “ ' / 


»y 22 , 1943. 


Hr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 


: federal Hireau of Investigation - -'V'S/^/Vv Vi •>?■'*> \ 

Washington, D.C. , . •.»■ ' - ,* 't ■■■■•'• , •• ' ' ■:W 'y / V. ••.•"Tl _■ 

f ****«&•■ f \ , bbi ' 

£ V-,->, - • ' ilHffiN, Otto, No. 59603 -l h ; 


Dear Sir » 

Bicloeed herewith for oensorship and return to this instltu- jj 
tion are the following listed letters, ‘ *. ' ; N > 


letter dated Nay 20, 1943, • -i'A* 

<<jr^ 

.* ’ r .' f . . T : 

letter dated May 20, 1943, f»a Otto Biehn, •;», "tj;... .. . -K-.a 

Bb. 59603-1, to Mrs. Priedelrtuahn, federal ; . 1 - • 


Detention Station, Seagpville, Texas 


Very truly yours 


8 / ' 

Walter A. Binter 
Warden ,;S,; 

: -V " V 


-- ■-'•'i ■ ; ; y- (• 4 4/J - 1; i ;-i 

.. i vj, -< V. Sc*,;...* - Jr. ■: V 


VSU' 2SSO -; _ 


W,-- K. ' \ ?> FEPIBAL * / >.. Y ;^«TIGATI0K .jj 

V : /.'.V- S 6 *-eifi» r ‘ ' ^ OEPaS'i *!*-" 1 OriWSiCl 'i 


Ifl 

M 81 ??i 



CHARLE3 MALCOLUSON 


Btpartmtnt of BTutittcc 

©SaflJjington 


June 11, 191*3 



MBMORAKPPH FOR MR. UXJI3 KICB3L3 , 

Tou '■111 be pleased to know, I a* tore, that OWI haa finally 
obtain ad clearance on the Kuehn article and that it will be releaeed 
for morning papers of Monday, Jane ll*. They had to sake one or teo 
■inor concessions in order to obtain release frcn the kxvj and Havy. 

1 hare acceded to these changes on behalf of the Departaent rather 
than bold up the article any further or o reate any needless row, and 
I feel sure that you will take the sane position. 

the only changes in the entire manuscript are as follows * 

i 

The final paragraph on page 1 has been deleted. This was 
done on the insistence of Military Intelligence and OHI that there 
be no reference to the fact that the Americans cracked the Japanese 
code. On this they were adamant. 

The first paragraph on page 2 has been changed to reed 
as follows* "Special agents of the FBI, with material furnished by 
the Military Intelligence Division of the Any end the Offioe of 
■aval Intelligence, as well as their own sate rial, learned that on 
December 3 . . . ." 

On page 3, line 3, the word "fateful" was deleted. 

Otherwise, the story is exactly as approved by ns. 

If you have any objection to these changes and think they 
are Important enough to gobbet on, ploaae let ms know at once this 
afternoon. 


OKI is sending us several hundred ooples, aowe of which I 
will forward to you. pv - / , 

pT w ^T'*“ Director of Public Relations ( 

Mi . ^ ^VkHI 2 JUN 14 1943 
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I with <o txprsss my thanks for your 
courtoy in furnishing tbte Bureau ths information 
oontalned tn your lsttsr dated Junt 15, 1943. 

You may bs a sound this natter will 
reoetoe eu oh attention a* tlw facts warrant, 

'■■ * v • Very truly youre. 


John t dgar Boovsr 
Direotor 
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Xdgar J. Hoover. 

Dear Sir. I aa writing to you In regard to thle lten that wee In our 
local paper and It Juet teen right a Ban like Bernard J. Kuehn ehould 
he left off at BO yeere of hard labor. I feel he le deferring of a 
death aentenoe aa I feel ha la the sane aa a warder er. Or even woree 
being a spy. Tou aee Hr. Hoover why Z feel like a good many bo there 
feel we hare our aona who are prleonera of the Jape aoaehow we feel 
thle Kuehn la deeervlng of a death aentenoe when our dear onaa want 
over and boshed Japan tha excuted our fllara. I have ona ton a 
prlaonar of the Japa In the Philippines another eon In Africa tha 
one eon In the P.Z. I haven't heard fro® In alnee Sac 8 1941. ha has 
been over there 4 years and B Booth In the Any Air Corp that why I 
feel ea 1 do. Va Bother* have a United Philippine Var Yaterana 
Auxiliary hers and there are 15 Bothers who feel ae Z do about this 
Ban Kuehn. Don't you think all spys caught in the United State* get 
off to esey eoBehow Z feel ae tho If there were a little aore preteur* 
put on theee spy* we wouldn't have quite eo tmch of It. One Just need 
to pick up the peper and read It and aee how our loved one* are being 
trested and then compere the hoodluaa and aea how they are treated by 
United Statee. 

I believe at all our Bother* her* do all asplonage agents 
should be shot aa they do to aur pscpla. After all after they serve 
their tern they are free to go again to do aoae Bore daaage. Just 
to get out and enjoy life once Bore and Z fael this la not right our 
loved ones gone before ue I’m rare would feel the sane. Z believe 
In eye for an eye. 

I know Hr . Hoover you are doing a wonderful Job In our 
trying timet and aay Sod bless you and our boat wishes go with you. 


Very Truly 



True copy - vj 
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German Spy Gets ■ 
50 Years as Jap 
PearlHarbor Aid 

U. S. Reveals Nazi Helped to Prepare 
Attack; Family Is Interned 

WASHINGTON — UP ) — The office of war information 
today reported German espionage agents helped the Japa- 
nese prepare their attack on Pearl Harbor and at least one 
of them was sentenced to death, but the sentence: later was 
commuted. Q) 

The report said Bernard Juliu s Otto K uehn, a Nazi 
agent, was tried before~a military commission in Honolulu 
on charges of betraying the United States fleet in Pearl 
Harbor to the Japanese fivel ★★★★,-> 

days before the Dec. 7, 1941, “ * 

attack. 


On Oct. 26, 1942, the sen- 
tence was commuted to SO 
years at hard labor. Basis for 
the commutation was not fly 


My' 

vKiV 


a daughter by. her prefoui 
riage, Suse Kaete RuthM<u 



“One such signal was a light 
In a dormer admirntj of a house 
in Kalama,** the OWI report 


Mrs. Kuehn told FBI age 
ion by a former m /.Triage i* 
serving the Nazi pyty as an 
ant to Propagand^ Minister 
Wf .3 I 
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1 have for acknowledgment your loiter of Juno 16, 1941, with 


Too may ho matured that the content of you; communication and 
enclosure ha« heon road with lntereit and care and I with to thank yon 
rery much for volunteering your consent* and obaervatlona In thlt regard. 
Inaamuch a* the Individual aentlonod hy you wa* tried before a allltary 
eommleilon in Honolulu, at wa* alto Indicated hy the newt Item forwarded 
hy you, I as taking the liberty of referring eoplea of your letter to the 
Military Intelligence Diviaion ef the War Department. 

Sincerely youre. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


Mr. To) .on 

Mr. E. A. Tamm_ 

Mr. C 1 egg_ 

Mr. Cofiey 

Mr. GUvin 

Mr. Ledd 
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Mr|. ActM A I L tu » 
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Mr. Quino Tanun_ 
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TIAL 

xssg-OCT 


Aaaletnnt Chief of Staff 
G-? t V # r tapartannt 
Vaahlngton, 5. 0. 

Attention! Colon*! L. X. foraejr 



A* of poaalblr Internet to 
recently received at tha Bureau fron ' 

J'inneepolla, Klnneaota. Jkci»p>n,vln^mWi latter vai a nawa 
Iter reflecting that Bernard J. Kuohn waa tried before a ri litany eonnlaaion In 
Honolulu on chnrge* of betraying tha United State* fleet In loarl Harbor to tha 
Japan*** flea day a before tha Deeaabar 7, 1941 attach. Thla new* ltaa wa* 
oaptlonad, *G*roon Spy Cota GO Taara at Jap Taarl Harbor Aid*. 



Ur. Tol.on , 

Mr. E. A. Timm_ 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. GUvin 

Mr. Lidd 
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-.V '^-^''Sf^jberiiian eu^nage agents' collaborated el 
. the way ior Jspan^Bneak attack on Pearl Harbor, 1 


’**?■ 




Office of War Informa- 


£{p$9kUon Jlsolosed today.' .<V*<x ; . . -, 

>y.-. » -vi’ . * *T.,jO • .’ *tt ' ’ - 

A : Vi a -report, based on information from the federal Bureau of Inveati- 

' " eva---' ".' •’' 

ation/DWI revealed that Bernard Julius Otto Juahn, German agent and member 
•the’ Real party, ’conspired with Japanese spies to .betray the United States 
lest in Pearl Harbor 4o the imperial Japanese Government four days before the 

ttack on December 7,l|.9bl. ’ V- ' *'■" ■- ' '• -• 

ihn, •^sho . want to Honolulu in 1935 for the ■ostensible purpose of '>> 




turfing the Japanese Aanguage/mho banked more than 170,000 his first three 

s^aM^jjiyears in Hawai intend whose daughter operated a beauty parlor for 'the families 

f a»ur Navy men in "the 'Islands, ‘teas tried before the'Tlilitary CosmdSBion In "A 

’^Wi$^5fck>nolu}.u jSfor violations bf the United States Code Annotated; was found guilty 

^'’Jjyfeon Tebruaiy '21,^L9li2, -and was sentenced to be abot.'^On October ? 6 , I9h?, his 
■ -• tr- * >*/ ■ft.je*- . »*?W5- V 

A<ft*ih»entence was cosmiuted to fifty years at hard labor. c 

iiii . .r.vs- ? , _ . ■ : .i . . ' lit' ’ *-• 

.-'■'■kd.’rf C ; 'jpB>e story which la pade public for the first tine today, is m tale of 

' ... ^ V 'ft-,.,; 

j^Jj-jaj^fcreschey that is both devious and direct, "fit involves signals flashed by "a 
ht in ienlkai beach bouse at bight" . TCt Involves "a light in former window 


■.Jfr.Ty'.'t 


Df Kalama house". ’It involves the destruction of American ships and the death 


’V ” 




Wd f . Arne ri c an men. 

; f 1>. 1: • 'xf' • ‘ •* ?*'•»'•' •* •— • • V^. s~- *y • 

‘■'~r * 1 :/ "JSOn the morning -following the Japanese air attack on Pearl Haroor, 

<114 U •ftK’fs . V A -■■--•■. - v - \ \ 

"J» i eswwtnt i v mi of the FBI -succeeded in .•obtaining from various comnercial radio 

nd cable companies in Honolulu, copies of ^certain hitherto unavailable aess s ge a ■ 
<| t m t c •rt'jeNC J f s ‘ \ -- \ ' ... . \ \ . 

ich had been -aocchwged between ithe Japanese Consulate ait Hoiiolulu and t-hi h* 

;-^8flJapaneee Foreig^TDniee in Tolgro. ' ^ ^ \ 

; -,;V - ;a‘ ■ •- 

A 'b '=•. A'; ' C V ,'i •- * V7;/ •*. - 


In translation, one of these message^^lvealed that on 
v -.December 3, Hagao Kite, the Japanese Consul-General In Honolulu, 
fcad^furnished his Foreign Office with a complete ‘system of signals 
to be used in the transmission of Intelligence Information 

y,. . ■ i . , , * . 

“ ^ “regarding movements of the American fleet at Pearl Harbor. One 
^vesuch Signal was a’iight in 'a* dormer window of a house In Kalama. 

•.1' ' ^sKalama Is a comparatively small community located at Kailua, 

-jjJMOabu. ^Special Agents of the Y.B.I. had no difficulty in locating 
t >^^}ithe'house with the doraer window, "sit was. owned and occupied by a 
'...Heflin n who .went by >the tiame of Otto Kuehn, and his ‘wife, ’Friedel. 

^vrtfShe "Kuehna were Herman nationals. They hadipreviously 'been 
•^i^auspected ^of angaglng ln espionage activities ‘-In behalf of Germany 

Jt ’ . V’ \ .* ‘ cf • * •**■* - 

T • V-and -Japan and -they had been under investigation by the Office of. - 
rHaval Intelligence, and' the Military Intelligence Service of the 

Department, as ’well as by the F.B.I. These Inquiries had 

.*•>; -f* -!‘*w • •** k ’ i T ^ 

if.-^-^br ought out the fact .that ^the Kuehn3 #lao had a-jbeach house at.,;, i 

>■? ' ^ r ■; ? ?* ■ - ; f . 

9u4^LanUca/U. And .another of the Signals mentioned in the message In 1 

'^iijiiipossesBion of the F.B.I. -was a "light in a beach houso at Lanika*- . 

ffff- "• " > 2. "T wr,-’. > . . -i 

...•*’* j 4v r P.B.I. -‘Agents apprehended Kuehn and his wife December 8, 1941 

1 V'-vt.*' « s *• ■ 

^ •f^on the authority of bho Commanding General of the Hawaiian Depart- 

>V*c>jittent -who, -Immediately ^following . 'the «declaration of war against .the 
! f-^aSOnited ..States , -tad .ordered . ail German and Italian aliens to he 

• dtiJjSpIcked Hip^for temporary 'detention. . ^ a-. 

i*i -n.ii'ViVt'i &»*• -- W." ' ... ' ' : 

•\ r l ’When they were first .picked, the Kuehns, according to F.B.I. 

-sf .’'‘W* . t. . ■ ■ ' 

* -» — *->--*• *- had any negotiations with 

' *** «, -v • * *<t • * 

evidence 4 Trom the y,B*T* 

^MjAbrifused.their '5st6ries,indiOn’'beceinber "30, -1941,' Kuehn signed a 




(!' 


>-state»ment admit tj 
the Japanese Con 


"that he had prepared 


stem, bf^a l£nal b tor 

•General which the lattl^iad dispatched to 

*■ - f- - ■ v- « -nC- ISM- sJV .Wii» .■ *», fl* * ' ^Av i n aJ 

' 'Tokyo In his message of December 3 ‘ 

•liT- *•* ^ r.- "j- — - W 


" ‘-^Suehn's itory ,~fcs detailed Tin the^.T. I ^ile eT ^as^hllDwTT^ 

r.Vr •- v. -" •-. ;• •* '1'- • - . ,’• ..y;s rat / — -5' 

* V^VSomotlme during the month of j|( 0 VMib 6 r/* 941 , ;he went toV ^ '.^'r 

&’*Oto}lro Okuda, Japanese Vice-Consul *t Honolulu" and offered to : ~ V 
bassist the Japanese In Obtaining Information *out' the mtlrart ^ ' 

y ? 7 .» " V - '•> >*»* - -■•• • * ip . . — •.> J ■' • -.'e. A' 

so of >*the United States;' ^e.'iKuehn. Men! 


V •- • r i-.-V- ;? *' * 'ip . ' J- -■ • v - 

•--? ^defense ofvthe United. States; 3Be,?Xnelm, declared that Okuda^il 

";>!• Requested him first to get the^nTorraation'regaT-dl'ng ihe movement' ! * 

. 'Wf the American fleet at Pearl |Barbpr,-iandjiecqnd, devise,* 10 *^ 

■— -W^js ystc— - r ' -* - 1 — — ^ - • • • ?-.*«-•• 


of Blgnals by which bhi s ‘information Nbo'tfld be‘ Imparted to* 




-‘1fld!Fthe iffapanese' fleet. '*» ' ' >r f* . ~v —s^ 

,.v; tv-- ;p£Cuehn, -according to .the.wtory he told the F.B.f.^agents, 
^<*»went to. Pearl Harbor (accompanied "by hls ten-year’bid son, "Hans ' 
•T«*«®Joachtm) and -made his -observations. ,ip A“*few aays~ , I.ater "he went .to 


i^.tbe, Japanese Consulate and .submitted a signal system jrhich^e J}iad . 

'*’■ ; -‘forked lout, iwhlch should he Used .by 'the Consulate In furbishing 

“information as ,t° the nuiiber and types ’of American ships lji*Pearl * 

. - ' • ; v; T :. <• v •»•■- -v. v 

■HarDor, nswell as data about the ships that had already left or 

were about to leave. ^ '' ^ 

. • ' . '^But the Japanese' officials .thought the system .too complicated. 


•; ^ice-Consul-iOkuaa, according .to the -report, told. him. to come back ' 

• with « Bimplor system. Huehn came back, on December 2, with his 

* -Tsvised and simplified system. -.He also handed over to Okuda a f-. ; 

- Written tabxaation of the number and {types . of Jlraerlcan shins {hen 

.in Hawiian waters, . - >v* ^ * '*■.••• *’ ■ *' 

• v '' >f/ . 0 . ■■ 

The F.B.I. -reports that on or. about October 25, 1941, $14,000 
.-"in cash had been delivered to Kuehn, at hia residence with : the;dormer 


■ window, by Sadasi Horimura, PourtiuSecretary -of ...the Japanese'ICJonaulate 


; C.. . 'Kuehn went on trial February 19, 1942.' The technical charges 

»awere -violation of Sections SI, S2, end 34, Title SO, United States 

‘ --Code Annotated. T fle was found guilty -on each of the charges, was . 
.'J' - - ' .--'{but ' '• 

- .^(sentenced to be ahot,/l&terekMl his eentence^commuted to fifty 

s.. v ^ears mt bard labor, „.•>» - X ' '*-> , . ,.v- . 

... ' .- ;• ; ,v • • 

/'SaKuehn, who Is .listed In the F.B.X. file's sunder several 

aliases, was horn Bernard Julius Otto ICuehn, in Berlin, Germany, 

- iSuly £5, 1895. When .he was 18 he enlisted In. the German Navy. ~tEe 
- J. v :. .■ •' *•%- '‘ • .• -i • *'<&*• 

■^yebras Serving -ms a-midshipmen aboard m'-Gerraan -cruiser In World War 1, 


VfJ" 3 Ban English -war 've 3 ael,"?he wa 3 taken prisoner. t /_- ■ ?*"*V r ~ 

■ '* Following *the^irmlstlce he returned to Berlin end re-entered ~ 

' ;Sthe Naval Service as an Ober-Lieutenant aboard the mother ship of 
i. r ■-TSWprir ii -r y- - ~ - m ‘i - - T -7 >-d ^ A — ' 1 ' - - - - ‘ . .. - - 

-A-a mine sweeper flotilla. After about 6 . months of .this he was ,»-j- 

- V 4*-«*-**f ***■->»••* ■♦''.*»>* ^ 2 * 

-'; ; . - '»^r eleas ed And 'iplac ed ,ln the Naval Reserve .Corps, -.^He studied medicine 

-^- tbrlefly at -the Universities of Berlin and Munich ,>and 'engaged liT ' 
j.- - 2 *- - A, ; 2 *'- . Jt 1 -" . ^ . ■ - .X-‘ J -v ‘ J.' X7-.2,"- 

Jvarlous occupations -an Germany. . > .' /- ■ 

-a ■ Ac- .. . - 13 ? - - ' ' - - J .- s ' ; 

jCn 1920, in Munchen, 'Germany, Kuehn married Frledel £lrk who 
V. rfr- rjur^'-j' •'-V- e '~-v <v> ?- A ? - ' 

y - -.Tiad two children by a^previous marriage, Xeopold knd Ruth, 'tteopold, 

.fl'^'^according.Ao.hls jnotherls^deftlaratlon.^s -now "serving the Nazi ,^’v / 

'■ ‘ .^j^arty ms an assistant -to Rr opagandajiU.nl step .'Joseph Goobbels , ..j-.' - ■•.*■ 

' » --A-r J%It la&ono of -Kuehn' s_proud boaS'ts, - according -.to F.B. I . • * * 

’ • ^-Slnformationr^hat -he was '-so High ln^the Nazi 'Party J;hat he {(was <once 
■ ■ . ' rA *' . 'V.r a ''-. -Jf- . v?-- *:'■ =< - • A-^-Vr • • 

iri<consldered ,#or the .position .<of Chief <of the German Gestapo -under .- ' V 

'..ielnrich Rlmraler. His rival for thpjJob/JJe inhold Heydrlch^ V • 4 . - 


• ’OjsC • a ~ v " - :j v#i -*«' ■■■•*■ ■ ••*■'- ~ r ** 

0 , - ^ ■ ; ? .- 
•*;; ,• *r •->•':.• VT r ... - ~: 

-st ■ &3jSEtCuehn was first admitted to the United 8tates at Honolulu 

V- '«•>¥ V •-*- ' * \ - 

^SjItrfAugust 1£>, 9.835. 4Jia alleged reason for coming was to 'study the 

---_ ’ *■- .'■'■> *' ; -- r ■■ , _ . : ... •- . 5 . - 

"^ijpapanese language. "®e never went back to Germany. He made two 

T /?’ V w '»';***. V.- j- 

; vi^Jwbtripa 7to Japan. .7 ; • . ... : > , p _ 

wSSRe tween Way -SL4, U936 and February 7, 1939, “wore than J .. 

H7- -y- : .-j' - “ ’ ’ ■. ••*W‘ ' 

. ^^^s^70, 000 -was 'deposited to. the credit -of Kuehn'*and his wife in a 

V'rC'Sv; .' : ■ v c • . r • ” '■ •-*' 

ulu thank by the Rotterdam Bank Association. -*Jt was supposed 

- ".~ : l(|ito havo iQome "from. -investments and jtjusiness interests of his in 
^ a /SSPermany .and Holland. ^. , . ..■>■• ' -j,-*?. . -»i 

' 7 v" - ••TL j* >./*^?But «bout the end of 1939 Kuehn was reported to be in ■'& - ' ' - 

■ * .•**-**-*•* , «*. „4pc. ' - ■'’.^9; '>■* 

. vf "financial difficulties. .He established a beauty parlor which 
■^"^'^iilsNrife ’ slaughter ,' Ruth,' operated. Ruth’s mother is reported 

"have^aaid that the shop was really opened to obtain "Ifavy -r 

^ 7 .... , . -S- * " ' f'T -- * 

..^-fewP-businoss.” W-i -.>■ -v ."«• ; f ; i» ) • 

Kuehn r Went to Japan Tor 'a -visit in 1940 and returned 

J *n>*^fri»ome with ’ttSseries of Articles on “"American Polynesia” which " ' 

■-^-^contained descriptions of various^ritish and American islands. * r 

,s -'^j5he'- is also reported to have brought back some $16,000 in cash. 

w ._ it .was in -the -early fall of 1940, too, that the now famous 

<7dormer -window was -constructed In the attic of the Kuehn’ s home on 

?r- • j-Kalama Eoad. In January of that same year Mrs. Kuehn purchased a 

pair of eighteen-power Bausch and Homb binoculars. This was’ an 

' • ’ •/ “.-unusual -purchase for a woman to make, for these field glasses are 

~V “^considered too high-powered for ordinary purposes. Because of -their 

J magnified -vibrations, they cannot -be used without a tripod or some 

v?#bther kind of rest. - 







-*<*;■ ‘X«>'*- 

\ ; k'.^^A 


, u’ ~ .\ : V * • ^o>-'i — - v— ; ‘» *v *f*v. r ••»♦ U* W' '■^4**''-' ■' 'yfhfil*#' >*■ Hr* - 

1 ■"■■ • ->• W‘-< v>V ..•••■■ '. '■ / <;*• •--'•' . 

-Although no previous .criminal Record haa teen ^onnebted "•■ Ja-. •<. 

&-*?! • •■- *" •-. : •- • ■*?: ‘ ’ -•" . . . ; St- ■• t» . jSsi‘--u«!,v y 

Kuehn In the F.B.I. STilea, T>oth fee and hla wife were ^generally 

^rJjVnown In Honolulu's pro-Nazi and took part in the aoti vltloe of 

'j. -' "\ ■ ' •-' ’ - ■■■•*! - ■■ 

y - JWarlous local -German -clubs. ' ! * ' ts • • 

yy-y •***■»?' - •• • ■»,.• -, 4 **■*>/•* •*»--*: •• £iu~ ; - *• 

s/- .. --.Sleopold Kuehn, writing to his parents on .March 27, T.939, ' 

r>A ’-wp?* • ' -»»'■■ * vj*' . ^ ■•'•“ "v: **’ - ;+* ?? T y 

^■U^ : ^ r ® S3od .® orro ?,# ha ^;^ 18 *tep-jather, an oldjljatlonal Socialist i ; - f 
l < * e3 9r V6< * a >role ,ln.®urrent »© vents, was not -a participant in\,v. 

n .jtfithe.present*war. •^.y.v.y.Vr'- V'-.vi- ' ‘ ,. ****''• 
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Department of Juatiee 
WITH) STATES PENITBIITIART 
LSAV3TTORTH, KANSAS ' 


Juna 29, 1943 


Mr. J, Edgar Hoover 
Direotor ■" 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Siri j - 

Bidosed herewith for censorship and return to’ this Institu- 
tion are the following listed letters 1 • ; 


* 



Letter dated June 26, 1943, from Ottalf uehn. 
No. 59 603 -L, to Mrs. Fried el Kuehn, .Crystal 
City Internment Camp, Crystal City, 'Texas 

Letter dated June 24, 1 ;4 J, from lira . Friedeli 
Kuehn, Crystal City Intemnant Camp, Crystal 
City, Texas, to Otto Kuehn, No. 59603-L 


aids. 


Very truly yours 

Walter A. Banter 
Warden 


'•( ,h)L 151943 
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You will maU ttat thia Hbjadb, t-iWitily yrlar to neneertur T # 
SMI, (bmiahad to Sapanoio omnlar official* at Imulu i eyataei o f 
lijyiaUlaca Alois me promptly ooraniiaetod to Apota Thla alpaltb; qnt« 
toi daelgped to t ■— n» of tranoslttlac to Ibo Jhpni oo* total led informtlga 
ro cardlas to looatlm nd ntar of Aaorloas Mnl nlti at tori Harbor* 
Baton mo charged otto violation of toe Itpl tag* ctatotoo and «u triad 
by o Bllitory Ooctlaalao dt Honolulu, toall, an February IS, 1NI< On 
nbnwrjr SI, IStS, to Oooniaalen found bin cnllty and emtonood kin to bo 

Obot, 

Q_jE gV 

5s B Publicity on this eaaa w no* releeaod by to Bureau after Kuala 

— r c 2 tb nai oontaneod tooauoo Cray offlolala at H cn o ln l n, too bad abort* of too 

Q trial of Cuobo boforo toe Ulltaqr Ccwilaalcn, tod ragoaitad toot tho fboto 
iv»3 B rO of too oaao and too remit* of too oocrrlotlen bo kept confidential prior to 
° a 4k toe execution of oontonoo, olaoo roprlanlo aoslnat American mtloonia to 

u, _ rZ'f*** ** ° 9rmBy uit>% r * #ttlV /<3 

Hr. b. a. T>mm_ no eanviotlm ond bod tone* or Btmn m* toon, e» la. .too StosnS 
Hr. ciitipaliay, referred to too Office or too Judge Advocate Omani to toah&gjtau 
Hr. C» f id or rev iew, and toe Jhdc« Adroeate Oanaral Upheld toa finding of toe court* 

Hr. ei.ri lhe m tter me toon referred to too State Sapartnant tor review, and too 
Hr. Ladd State Dopertomt referred It to too Attorney Oanaral, rafiHtlng ndvioo rvla- 
Hr. Nith. ttva to the oenviotlen of B*aha» 

Ur. Bosbb 

Hr. Tr.«r to a —nrarutw dated levator SO, IMS, to, Qgi Canal, Beoeutlm 

Mr ’ Ctr , > fSiIgte nt to toa Attorney Omani, odviaod toa Bureau that Baain' a a mt moa 
ur' n, rk .ned beau aaeottod to fifty year* by to* Hilltary Oovamer at Hon ol u l u and , 

Hr h..,.: that Kueta had bom r m n vad to too Federal Penitentiary at loaverraorth, 

h. u.n. i.Z Sazsaaa, to oom tola oontonoo* Shenaftor, too Honol u l u Office odviaod 

bureau that a oertlfiod aepy af toe ardor of toe Hilltary Oeventar 

Bamil bod bom obtained in a ooBfidantial aauoner, Batting forth that 
ifaa'a emtoaoe had bean oemted to fifty years* 




Ur, Umfsr4 « 
Hr. Pi,.r_H~ 
Ur. Quins Timm_ 
Ur. Notso 
Ul«s Cmdy_ 


ir ^i TZbim 
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) 



tab far tha Urwtor » I • 

la ■ mm jaim orro nan 

mii at all BPiouat - 4* * 






tha poaalblllty af nlwilit fAUoit; m IUi aaa# aaa Alsouaaad 
with Kr. thlrara, faraar Bpaolal A*mt In (Sharia at HanoluL.., at tha tlaa 
ha aaa att audio* a> hi tarviaa tralni.uk aauraa la thaMftca la fanur af 
y V- IMS, Mr* Shlvara at that tlaa adrlaad ha aoull aaa aa afejaotloo ta (trial -.v- ~ 
C t . thia oaaa mbliolty, hat bafara «ss/ ralaasa aaa aada by tha Samoa, It uanTl 

- af aauraa aa aaa ai aa r y ta alaar tha aattar through apprapriata Any aothari- g 
tlaa, ixtaWMh at tha aubjaot m triad bafara a unitary Ooadialae aod &*~.W 
' Woauaa in aathari tlaa hast mquaatad that tha (kata af tha aaaa ha hept ’ ¥ 

ucorldactlal. Mr* Ihlrara aaa af tha aploim that thia aattar should ha . ‘ \ + " 
takas up Bth ism? aathari tlaa la BaaMmW rathar thaa at Hann)alw, 

tharaaftar. tha B uraa u attauptad to aaaura alaaranaa, throu^i tha 
Mataac Saotlco af tha Buraau, tr aa liigr autharltlaa ta ralaaaa publlolty ’ !J 

on thia aaaa* tha Buraau aa uoahla to aaaura a daflaito aaaaar froa tha ' 

HUl tary author! tlaa la Vaahlagtou until April SS, U4I, at thloh tdaa ‘yl 

V AH wrtraay af HI* adrlaad It ma tha fhaling af Amy twpraaautwtivaa la 

, TEmTlaad tha flora mar af Hawaii that alaaa tha Baata Oaaa ma aa aloaaly ’’’ .: ™ 

cl Had with tha hari Harbor A la aa t ar , thay Aid mot Aaa Ira that a ralaaaa 
ha aada at tha praaact tlaa far faar af aaothar haa aad ary ml hi aldht ha : X it, 
ralaad arar faagrl Barbara < . --j 

Slaaa that tlaa, haaarar, afforta ta ralaaaa a Story • thia oaaa 
through tha aaoparstioa af tha Offloa of Bar btfonuti.au haro b aan aada aad 
laforaatiou racardlnc tha aaaa haa baas fursiahad that a «auay, Aa tha 
, Oaaa haa aat raoalrad publicity through this aaSBSa 









HP 

t 


United States Penitentiaj 

LEAVENWORTH. KANSAS 




—June 7 , -1943 


Ur. J. Bdgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. c. 

fie: 


KUrfiN, Otto, Mo. 59603-L 


V‘. 


* 




Dear Sir : 


Enclosed herewith for censorship and return to this institu 


tion are the following-listed letters: 
-Letter dated June 5, 1943 

, 12 
V 

■< r f ' 

jt 



{fit 

1 {v 


Letter dated Ua v 31 . 1943 , from 


Letter dated June 2 , 1943 . from 


letter dated Jo— •» 1943 , from 

^>3 r/ 

^Letter dated June 1 1 Qi. a from 

e, *'}*> 

Letter dated June 6 , .1943, from Ott<^^uehn, 

Mo. 59603-L, to Urs. Friedel Kuehn, Crystal City 
Internment. Can£>, Crystal City, Texas 


Very truly your® < 


Harden 

' 

• < 

r ■ v — 


Bids 
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ADVANCE RELEASE: For Monday Afternoon papers, June 14, 1943 

- , ‘ V . ' ; // - 

: OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION 


German espionage agents collaborated with the Japanese in preparing the 
way for Japan's sneak attack on Pearl Harbor, the Office of War Information dig- 
— today. *_ 

In a report, based on information from the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
OWI revealed that Bernard Julius OttcftiCuehn , German agent and member of the Nazi ^ 
party, conspired with Japanese spies to betray the United States Fleet in Pearl - v 4 
Harbor to the Imperial Japanese Government four days before the attack on December-* 
7, 1941. •; • '"‘-A 

Kuehn, who went to Honolulu in 1935 for the ostensible purpose of studying 
the Japanese language, who banked more than $70,000 his first three years in .. 

Hawaii, and whose daughter operated a beauty parlor for the families of our Navy __ • 
men in the Islands, was tried before the Military Commission in Honolulu for vio~ t 
lations of the United States Code Annotated; was found guilty on February 21, 1942,, 
and was sentenced to be shot.* On October 26, 1942, his sentence was commuted to 
fifty years at hard labor. 

The story is made public for the first time today* 

Special Agents of the FBI aided by material furnished by the Military 
Intelligence Division of the Army and the Office of Naval Intelligence as well ps 
their own neterial learned that on Decemb er 5, Nagao Kita. the Japanese C onsul- 
General in Honolulu, Had Tnr ni o h o d -lTi^~~roFeigii Office with a complete system of 
signal 3 to be used in the transmircirOrToT intelligence information— regarding 
movements of the American fleet at Pearl Harbor. One such signal was a light in m 
dormer window of a house in Kalama. 

Kalana is a comparatively small community located at Kailua, Oahu* 

Special Agents of the FBI had no difficulty in locating the house with the dormer 
window. It was owned and occupied by Kuehn, and. his wife, fbiedel. 

The Kuehns were German nationals, ^hey had previously been suspected of^" 
engaging in espionage activities in behalf of Germany and Japan and had been under 
investigation by the Office of Naval Intelligence and the Military Intelligence . ^> 
Service of the Var Department, as well a? by the FBI. These inquiries had brought" 
out the fact that the Kuehns also had a beach house at Lanikai. And another N of 
the signals mentioned in the message in possession of the FBI was a light in a f 

beach house at Lanikai, *» • 


IjOflES 
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F.B.I. Agents apprehv ' 'i^uehn and hie vife Decembe '".fjjbl^ .On the autk'.£ J - v 
Jot the Commanding General the Hawaiian Department who, dlately following tr, : 
'dedication of ‘war against .e United States, had ordered _ .German and Italian 
aliena-to be picked up for - temporary detention. _ 

-- Vher. they vere first picked up the Kuehna, according to F.B.I. reporto, flatly 
denied that they had ever had any negotiations with the Japanese Government. But 
increasing. evidence from the F. B. I. contradicted their assertions and on December 
?0, 19UI, Kuehn signed a statement admitting that he had prepared the system of 
signals for the Japanese Consul-General which the latter had dispatched to Tokyo in 
hie message of December J. 

' Kuehn’ s story, as detailed in the F.B.I. files, follovei • 

Sometime during the month of November, ljbl, he went to Otojiro Okuda, Japanese 
Vice-Consul at Honolulu and offered to assist the Japanese in obtaining information 
about the national defense of the United States. Kuehn declared Okuda requested 
him; first, to get the information regarding the movement of the American fleet at 
Pearl Harbor, and second, to devise a system of signals by which this information 
could be imparted to the Japanese fleet." — _ 

. . Kuehn went to Pearl Harbor (accompanied by his ten-year old son, Hans Joachim) 
and made his observations. A few days later he went to the Japanese Consulate and 
submitted a signal system which he had worked out, which could be used by the Con- 
sulate in furnishing Information ae to the number and types of American ships in 
Pearl Harbor, as well as data about the ships that had already left or were about . 
to leave. ' 


But the Japanese officials thought the system too complicated. Vice-Consul 
Okuda, according to the report, told him to come back with a simpler system. Kuehn 
came back, on December 2, with his revised and simplified system. He also fcanded^ 
over to Okuda a written tabulation of the number and types of American ships then 
in Hawaiian waters. - .. 

The F.B.I, reports that on or about October 25, I9U1, $lb,000 in cash had been 
"delivered to Kuehn, at his residence with the dormer window, by Tadasi Morlmura, 
Fourth Secretary of the Japanese Consultate. 

Kuehn went on trial February 19, I9b2. The technical chargee, were violation 
of Sections Jl, J2 pnd jjh, Title 50, United States Code Annotated. He was found '• 
guilty on each of the charges and was sentenced to be shot, but later his sentence 
was commuted to fifty years at hard labor. 


ther members of the Kuehn family have been lnternod, either in Hawaii or in 
this country, for the ’ duration of the war. They include, Mrs, Kuehn, her son, 
Eberhard Martin Kuehn, and a daughter by her previous marriage who new goes by 
the name of Suae Kaete P.uth Kuehn , . 

Kuehn , who ia listed" In the F.B.I. files under several aliases, was bom 
Bernard Julius Otto Kuehn, In Berlin, Germany, July 25, 1095* When he was 18 he 
enlisted in the German 'Navy. He was serving as a 'midshipmen aboard a German 
cruiser in World War I, and when in January, 1915, his ship was sunk in a eea , 
battle with an English war vessel, he was taken prisoner. 




“s rr no* 


x-16808 


* , * - / y 1 

- .. Following Armistice he returned. to Bt and re-entered the Naval Ser-. 

- Viet) as an Ober-Ll nant abroad the mother ship c mine sweeper Flotilla. Aiter; 

6 months he ■was role^ed and placed In the Naval Reserve Corps. ^ Ho studied medicine 

; briefly at the Universities of Berlin and Munich, and engaged in various occupations' 

In Germany. _ _ *1 

In 1?20, in Munchen, Germany, Kuehn mrried FriedLel Blrk vho had tvo child-; 
ren by a previoue marriage, Leopold and Rith* Leopold, according to hiB mother’s 
declaration, is nov serving the Nazi Party as an assistant to Propaganda Minister ^ 
Joseph Goebbels„ 

.■ -a. 

* ' A 

( * It is one of Kuehn’a proud boasts, according to F.B.I. Information, that * 

ho was so high In the Nazi Party that he was onco considered for the position of 
Chief of the German Gestapo under Heinrich Himmler. His rival for the Job, Reihhold j 
Heydrich, double-crossed him, Kuohn toldjthe and won the coveted post, ^ t 

Kuehn was firBt admitted to the United States at Honolulu, August 15, 1955* j 
Eis alleged reason for coming was td study the Japaneso language. He never went . . )* 
back to Germany. He ufide two trips to Japan. ' • . ;| 

Between May 14, I 936 and February 7, 1 959, more than ^JO^fiSilLwBn deposited dj 
to the credit of Kuehn and hiB wife in a Honolulu bank by the HottordamBank Assoc- Jj 
iation. It was supposod to have come from investments and 'business Into rests of fl 
his in Germany and Holland. _ . . «'•' A 

But about the end of 1959 Kuehn was reported to be in financial dlffieul-' jj| 
ties. He established a beanty parlor which his wife's daughter, Ruth, operated. ,g| 

( Ruth's mother is reported to lave said that the shop was really opened to obtain ^ 

\'*lJavy business.* . . • 

Mrs. Kuehn went to Japan for a visit to 1940 and returned home with a series! 
of articles on "American Polynesia" which contained descriptions of various British 
and American islands. She le also reported to have brought back Same $16,000 to / I 
caeh. 9 

. It was to the early fall of 1940, too, that the now famous dormer vihdow 1 1 
was constructed in the attic of the Kuehn’s borne on Kalsma Road. In January of that i 
same year Mrs. Kuehn purchased a pair of oighteen-povsr Bausch and Lomb binoculars, i 
This was an unusal purchase for a woman to make, for these field glaeses are con- f 
sidered. too high-powered for ordinary purposes. Because of their magnified vibre- J 
tlons, they cannot be used without a tripod or some other kind of rest. • .g 

Although no previous criminal record has been c nnected with Kuehn in th^'-r 
, F.B.I. filee, both he and his wife were generally known in. Honolulu as pro-NazV'" 
and took part to the activities of various local German clubs,. ' - / ■. 


Loopold Kuohn, vriting to his parents on March 27 -, 1939, expressed sorrow ^ 
that his step-father, an old Rational Socialist who deserved a role In current ‘ 
events, vub not a participant in the present war.. ' ' 4 - . 


United States Penitentia 

LEAVENWORTH. KANSAS 

June 15 , 1943 


i 


Mr. J. Edgar Poorer 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Be:1 


^ , 


Dear Sir: 

Enclosed herewith for censorship and return to this institu- 
tion are the following-listed letters: 




Letter dated June, 13, 1943, fran Otto Kuehn, No. 596Q3-L, « , /.-iff 
jfcf /JL / to Mrs. Fried e^iiehn. Internment Camp Crystal City, r 
_^-Crystal City, Texas , 

/ Letter dated June 9, 1943, from Mrs. Friedel Kuehn, Q>'jttZS'C 

7^/21 Crystal City Internment Gasp, Crystal City, Texas, ' ~ ' * '• 

to Otto Kuehn, No. 59603-L •*-’ < '■ 


Very truly yours 


>ta- 








foi/m #_, 

APPEAL $ 

CIVIL ACT . J 
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aacraoJIit \L 

65-1574-128 


August lCja 1943 


’irrehcfs Baloney 
• tea Senator 







t- , 


Dr dear Senator, 


$? 


I u In receipt of jrour letter of ingust 2, 1963, ' 

Id which you requested Information concerning Bernard Julias 
« Otto Cue ha and hi a wl/a, Frledel. Bor your Inf creation, Koahn 
. . yn a arraated at Honolulu, Hawaii, December 8, 1941, end on 
r-\ .C..v February 21, 1942, was found guilty of engaging In eeplonage 
llJ behalf of th« japAnAM. Ha me triad bafora a Military 

S ^.acBalaaiOQ aid although originally aentenoed to be ahot, this 
Ca/Vaentanoe was eoerauted on October 26, 1942, to fifty years 
5E yrTwrleoneent at hard labor. V . • r k • r K. 

r '>* ■ r" 

~ co §Ei According to the lnforeatton which we presently base 

*g <r availably Kuahn's wife, frledel, he a nee been Interned for 
| — jj duration of the war In purauanee to an order of the ellltary 

^eonleeion at Honoluln, Bewail. — — — -- . — 



garde. 


Mr. Tol ton 

Mr. E. A. T*mm_ 
Mr. Clegg _ _ 

Mr. Colley 

Mr. Glevin 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Niehole 

Mr. Roeen 

Mr. Tr»cy 

Mr. Acers 

Mr. Ctr«op _ 


With expressions of mj highest aateee and beat 

Sincerely yours, ^ 

}. A i M* nr ttoovtt = s OTg— 

— “ ‘ •• 

• ■ -o CD I fN - 

■- : . . -5 W «& 


Mr. 

Mr. 


r^gg romCT TioN s section 

tumtoit»!_6_! LED 7 

msT bm. 


23 AUG 1 2 . 1943 ^ 


7 ? ozbi ol inziffs 

LSI's 

»EC£l/.£0-hUrap0K 
i' 6 ' 

.«#» 

-n VJ* - 

♦i * 1 . 
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J \ IKPARTOTT OF JUSTIC! 
lit -I. STATES PcKxTrT.'TiARY 
LRAV .WIORTH, , KAMSAS 




July 6, 1943 


Ur. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director .../ , V. 

>* \ . Federal Bureau of Investigation • - 
' ■' Washington, D. C. ' r.- 

Refill K 


ReV' KTJEHM, Otto, Mo. 59603-L 


closed herewith for censorship and return to this institu- . 
tion is e letter dated July 3, 1943, from the above-named ini^aae to i\r. 
Urs, Fried e3j^uehn, Crystal City Internment Cfrmp, Crystal City, Texas, 

- ' - Very truly yours ■ * /,_ 


Walter A. Hunter 
TTarden 



-•ntafexrfAT. »ttj r. 
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federal Bureau of inaesfigt 
Suited States Srpartmeut of ?ui>»ire 

SHaebiiigton, B. ®. 

June 2, 1943 


MEMORUTOUM FOR iff?. TOLSO 


Re: Bernard Julius Otto Kuehn 



Tou will recall that some time ago OWI prepared 
a release on this case. I have been following it from dag “ r ' 1 
to day and have been advised that Elmer Davis took the • “’** 

m after up with the War Department and the Far Department G * n<iy - 

objected to the release of the information pertaining to 


Euehn's conviction and the method of signaling on the ground that to 
release the story would mean that we would fie telling the Japs that we 
had their diplomatic code. 

For your information , SAC Shivers called the Chief of Pol £ 
of Honolulu to guardth^Jaoanis^Caj^^^^^^^awa^^a ' 
the bombing. When 

arrived with a sgua^t^guar^th^Consulate th^^founa the Ti ce^UFnsu'i 
it o.jiro Qk uda. in the act of burning some of the Consulate papers. 


ordered the burning of the papers ceased and among the paper 
f-ned was the telegraph fils, together with other documents 
including what appeared to be the Consulate code. This material was 
not inventoried but was delivered to OKI. Later, messages between the\ 
Consulate and the Jap foreign service were secured from the local 
cownuni cati ons companies . When these were secured it was possible to 
translate the coded message setting forth the signals devised by Euehnl 

While the Jap Consuls, Kita and Okuda, know that we hav e Vi ps 
Consulate code, it would appear that this is the type of knowle d'fftr'wni c 
no longer should be kept secret, however, it is suggested that we advis 
OWI that they might get around the objection of the Army by merely 
stating that a copy of the message was secured from the Jap Consulate 
prior to its being coded. This would, of course, put Kita in the middl 
with the foreign office and while it would -not be correctly presenting 
the picture, nevertheless , from the propaganda value it is believed 
this would not be objectionable. 



ALL INFORMATION (W™ 1 ® 


Respectfully, 

/ 
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UNITED SIATES PUJIT-NTIaRT 
LEAVHJKOR1H, KANSAS 



' August y, 19*.$ • /“’* v 


1C. 4* Edgar floover - % . ; - ’ '•’* *Sj 

Director f . • *-. . j . •. . f. ^ , . ... 

FederalBoreau of investigation . 

•ashir.gtct), U. C. ” ' 



Dear Siri 

Attached hereto for oeneorship and fee torn to this institu- 
tion are the folloiting-lioted. letters : 














( 


Up ' 

c -/i<fX 


iugnat U, 190 




*aar lfcp.1 






'•; Z wlah to ackaewladga rtcaipt of your tot ideation, dated July 19, '■'•'£* 

190, whlah mat fonwrdod to thl* Bureau ky tht Offloo of *«r Information. '1 

^4^; “• .'. !*** fli i ->■» , - - w ._ ,- m 

'' ■ ; '‘ tour oourtaay and later tat In brlnfln* tbll information to tea 

attention of tha Oovantnt art lndtod approolated, and you aay bo aarurad i^aga a B 
-- ■ -•. . your latter mill rooalra appropriate ooaaid oration. < - ■* •. * • _^K.Va*v2s& 

’’ — ^ ^ 

ULrtetor *• J 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED • J 

• • HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ..-W,.-* 


Mr. Oltviu ; 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nichola 


- . , ■ -of; v — ■ - — 7 SlCtiOH . p.-;-; f *JCS»Vc';^ .\*V?7V5 £9 

I - 1 I Cvfc*..ty^ • *■ r- «• • . O *■ li >V>T Ya &r*\ i^. - ; '• v &3 

— ;;, pi ' M a « t ep.;?; ffl 



Mr. Quinn Tamm- 

Mr. N«im 

Miss Gandy 
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OMXTffi) STAT.-S PfflJTHUmBT 
LSAVEMTORTH, KANSAS 


July 26, 1943 


R*> V; 

wiv ;iV- - •.'••• ’r* v :. : »i- - v.-. '■ KUUHN, Otto, No. 59603-1 1 .L . 

- "- 1 .'Dear Siri^ y _-'£v -5,:; .t*' ■ -/ : “V 

aicloaed herbirith for censorahip and return to thie lnstltu-_ ; ' -v 
Won are the followine-llatad letters, -w ■'£ VlV .04 

, W,*:- \ •- s •*•■ •*?•■•>!« 

' *7 " " <* Letter dated July 19 , 5.943, , %. - 8 

•<« •. 

‘ -'• -i- Letter dated July 23, '1943,T^'mto^Eu3Nm,~''*- f “'*^^ 4 ' J 

...... • ■ ^ NO- 69603-L, to lira. FriecejjRs^ahn, Interiueent i . f 

•. .... Camp, Crystal City, fuxas.' 1 .... • — ( 

'•’ ' V ’ ;: ' t 

■ Letter dated July 16, 1943, iron lire. Friedel luehn,.,^., .»:■ -jg 
-' • jntemnent c*mp, Crystal City, Texas j to Otto Xuehn,' ‘ ■V'.Vi : f .’TS 


Walter A. Huntsr . *7:.) i 

' ;; ftardan ' yfl ['*% ‘-’'‘rf-/ 


o - “• ■¥• 


y\ ''fi'i'i* . '-p RECORDED. * WWtrvn &£~-/ 1 Lf^M jS 

: flUfi 4 1§43 •Maj 
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TolBory^ _ 


CXl^ 


QUtIP 
L»<M^ 


ROBM ' 
Trucy^ 


■ ; Ulkonpk Ik* American people ham* became mere fnlly 

aonaet aua af Ik# Ban gar Ik# t%<*#rf Si* tea /meat /ram Aka met* 
•/ #n aaptanaga mg an A, It I# diffteuli far m>| I# nieitM 
»k# fall *eap* and affect »/ the Arm* Banger, Tit* t a dm* ta 
Ik# fact that Ik# JarrfMa puUfo Man#! aemprehend Ik# 
IrantiallM •/ Ik# apy*a mettottt** fat# death and d** tract fan 
The eat* which all tam wieldly affect a Ik ta traaafarmation ta 
that af Barnard Julia* Otto la*im, 

Xmahn manaptrad mi Ik Ik# ipt## af Ik# Tmpertal 
J apan*** Oovarnnent ta betray the United State* Fleet Baarl 
Barber, Megardl*** af Ik# fact that ha maa an abarlaatanant 
af the Carman Wavy, a fanatical member af Ik# netertau* Boat 




member* af mhteh had pledged thtir lime* and fart an e* «# Ik# 
Sarmany af Bltlar > kf# let# mill atamd faravar emblarentd with 
the ward "trafl#r.* Tmaha m# an applicant far Smart eon 
eitieenthip ta mhteh ha mauld Save been admitted an the laa I 
Saturday af January, 1941 • - *•" -\ 

Tue\n mold ta the Tmpertal Japan*** C* penmen t 
eaptenag* information they deeired tm ardor I# aaeeaea fully 


C*r#ol 

Hkrbo 

Htnfli 


“1== /fs6 9 4 

"C CH’OW t i iEJTyp YEP 
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affect thetr attecl on Poo rl Harbor at of December 7, 1941, 

Ho conveyed to tb« Japanese the strength and nuitfp of war- 
ships assigned to Pearl Parlor . Et alto devised a tot of 
signals which were to be a ted at a waning to the Japanese 
C-’i'V-'' fleet tn event the Inert van fleet leaned of their ln~ 

-.tended aitact and pat tooaitng force! to tea between Deo ember 

Otto r«i ehn mat arretted by tfta Special Agents of the 
federal Area it ef Investigation acting with the mtlttarg 
aathorttfee on Peo ember 6, 1941, Martial late had been placed : 
into force In the Hawaiian Xtlande , Therefore , Tsthn ml tried 

~ " **- '•* 'V : f ~ 

tji a mtlttarg eomaitelea and sentenced ft face death by a firing 

squad. Thie sentence was later aowmuted to fifty yeare' 

prieonment at hard labor tn a federal Penitentiary, v_.„ „ ./ 

Pemard Julius Otto Xu ehn was born of a middle-class 

Osman family tn July SS, IB9Z, at Perltn , Germany. Hie father 

was a doctor of chinietry implo.ed ao a food inspector at 

"■ Stettin, Oeraang, '/ ^ v 

, - » - • ; ; >- t - >. ' > 1 "- 

** . - ‘ futhn oaa* ftta /nrtun# at an early age with 1 he power- 
ful nap al faction of Oeraang when he enlisted at a cadet tn 
the Sermon Haag tn April , 1913 , at tk# age ef seventeen. Hta ’ 
primary training wao received at fleneburg an board the tratntng 
cruiser "Hertha.* Shortly prior to the aattmt ef the forld 
far in August , 1914, futhn mat promoted to a midshipman and \ • 
transferred to the *SUS Slueher," a German battle yr otter. 



The "Slucher" was sank by the battle oruteer "PUT Lion " on 
January 24, 1015, when a patrol squadron under the English 
Tioo-Admiral featty intercepted a German squadron a/ three 
battle erulsers which was attempting to reaah the British 
Coaot, " v". v ' : " '' ^ V f / .! '•' • •’ • ■ 

V V * Xmehttf an eneign by tkie time, tarot pad the Sinking 
and f ae Mtm a* a prisoner of «ar to Sdlnturgh, Sooiland,' 
where he remained until January, 1918, when he wae returned 
to Germany in on exchange of prisoners. The balance of luehn'e 
World War service wae spent t n So Hand , 

following the Armistice in Booember , 1918, he studied 

• i .. • . ik j J • . •/ V 

architecture for three months and then returned te the de- 

mtlitarteed German Wavy ae a lieutenant on board the "Wittlee - 
•>ach, 0 mother ship of a mine— creeper flotilla , TH August, 

1919, Buthn wae released fron active duty and placed into the 
German faual Seteroe, . . r , — ■ - - •- . -■ ■, . 

IH th# fall of 1919 Kuehn returned to hit etudtee 
tnd enrolled ae a student in the Gntverstty of Sbntok, 

Shortly before the completion of hte first year*e mori he 
married frteiel Birk, a childhood aoquaintan ce, friedel wao a 
Mr mother of two ehtldren—Leopold, who wae born at Berltn, 
July a, 1911, and Buth, born In terltn on Jbreh 1, 1915 . The 
two chtldren adopted the nan# of thetr foster /Other, tvehn's 
father died and left hi* a small estate With a portion of vfcfojt 
A# purchased during the summer ef 1990 the "AntareaZ, " a oetl 
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freighter which ht operat ei between Rotterdam, Holland, and 
Finland , Disaster toon eoertoot thit c tenture for the *Antaree" 
mat wrecked and told at salvage for tht two of f2,000, 

.. I luthn returns d it kit studies, transferring to tftt 

Ihjioereitg of Berlin la the fall of .1020, Be eompleted pa t 
yea r*t veri and ctattd hit antveretty training in tht tpriag 
of 1021 , 

Tht a trt seven gears mtrt spent fa Germany at various 
ocoupatiene , In Junt, 1021, Taaftn tnttrtd tht employment of 
Sienene-Paleke, Limited, a large electrical manufacturing con- 
car* in Berlin , Thit employment tat followed anti 1 June,' 

1023, rh en he entered private basinets as a Soda mater aaxo- 
fnctnrer at Stettin, Germany. ' This business dtd not prove 
successful and in June, 1824, he eecared a poettton r 1th 
Pommcreche-Melrein, a large dairy Is Jjerlin, where he tea e .. ... 
employed at an inspector • 

j. Zb 1023, Suths re-entered the German Bevy and mat 

assigned to active duty mtth the Defense Section of t)l« Sigh 
Command at Oetee, Germany, Bit ft ret taste of umderoever 
assignment was gained tn this position for his duties entailed 
the investigation ef subversive activity among Amy and Maoy 
officers. This empleyment continues under the tetmar Republic 
until 1930 when he mas dismissed from the sera lair* 

The reason for this dismissal is mot clear , Xuehn 
maintains that he tfae dismissed for financial irregularities 


< 
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but it to tneen that in 1930 rMii attending a meeting which 
wae addressed ty Adolph Hitler at Xtel, Germany , he Joined 
the foot forty which was then at odde with tAo Totmar Republic 
and aleo eeoured the enrollment of hteeon, Leopold, a* a 
member, - Vi-. • -v- - * 

Littleio known conoorntng Tuohn'o activities from 
1B3C-3S, Be etatee tAat /Or a rhtle he wae engaged oe a ealee 
manager with one Overbook in aperattng a chain af coffee etorea 
In Berlin . futh wae employed by the faei Party Tout A Croup la 
campaigning for Bttler, Then Adolph Bttler came into power, 
tn 1999, Cue An eapttalteed upon hie party memterehtp and 
traveled to Buniah with Beinhold Beydrioh to be interviewed 
ly the then chief of police at Ifvnich for the petition that 
woo later to earn Beydrtch the sobriquet of "Pa-.gnan of tA# 
fetch," Beydrtch wae selected for tho pooition of chief of 
the German Oeetapo under Betnrieh final er of the SS,. Tuehn 
made the etatement tAa* if this pooition had been offered to 
Ato he would have readily accepted it. Later fuoAn wae inter, 
viewed rttA Beydrtch and the Chief of Police of Ihtnteh hy 
Botnrioh Btamler , Thia group diocuosed ttopo which ahould bo 
taken to combat Co maun tom in Oormang , 

ruehn was now assigned confidential 

work investigating the police department at Altoona, Germany, 
raoAn rivals for a high governaent pooition 

ae Regterunerat, a government advisor , Friction developed 

- 5 - 





tettreen ruehn 


| for this position m tth toth individuals 


apparently attempting to discredit the other , 4 cft*ck appeared 

in the amount of 3,^00 marie (r tth ruehn’ e eignature on it, 

Thie check mae fraudulent, 4 gueetlon therefore arose as to 

ruehn claims that he made an tmveetigatien . '■ 
and discovered that this fraudulent cheek had teen prepared 


ruehn terete 


his suspietsns fata a letter and foncardsd ft t 
"and alte tanpfs " sr old party veteran. 


arm of invasion tnto'ths Scandinavian countries. 




Upon thie occacton ruehn teas placed In a Serious 
position for ho mao guilty of hurling accusations at a man 
mho nor held aa important party position , ruehn mat arrestsd 
ar.d placed in prison , So mas seen cleared of the chargee 
mhtch had lodged against him and returned to his 

position as sales manager rfth the coffee firm. During the 
bloody days of June, 193d , rhtch mill to marked In hteiory as 
the blood purge of the Watt Party, ruehn mat again placed fa 
^rfaan at the ilrandarplat* A*ar«ftf<3a fa Berlin, . The rtotou 
for this arrest is net certain, tuehn maintains that d^UBSSB 




the chargee mere neper proved ogaintt tuehn o nd he roe released* 
Veanwhile Suthn had Item readmitted to kta connteei on In the 
German Keoy and mat pteen a rotfnp of Ifeetmiit, firet data, s 

•»f oterleater.ofit. ' .V ‘ V.;. >' 

On April 18, 1935, he left Oenany an the " SS 
Stuttgart * tn company wtth htt wife, Frtedel, on as aeoignuent 
of the Berman. Saoy to etuiy the Japaneee language, foehn or 4 



hie i tife orrtoed in tranelt to the Far Boot in Sew Tort City 
on April 89, 1935, They spent ten day* In' Few Tort City, and 
loft there for San Ffoncieco, California, there the German n - '• 
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Cons-jJoto wae contacted. rrcm Son Francisco they oat Jed to 
Bonolulu, Bawoit, arriving there May J3, 1333. On Hay 
1935, Xuehn went to the German Coneul at Honolulu and ha i ft it 
paeeper t renewed /or a j> erlod of fi ye years, 

i/tor spending three weeks is Bonolulu, the party Z 
sailed to Japan. 'They arrtvsd at Tokohama, July 18, 1933, 
mnd preoeeded to tfto Imperial Betel at fioftpo/ • i Mtisel was 
made tn Japan with tfto Tmpertal Thtivereity. 

Xuehn dteouseed Kt tfto proper stops /or enroll » 

■out tn Japanese studies . 

4 "Tft# party remained in Tokyo for ease time. On Jams 

V v ■ -/*■ ■ * -i ’ ■ * 

It, 1933, rttsfta wrote to hie etepsan, Leopold, from Tetye 

trying ft fa to corns to tfto Par taet /or the purpoee ef Studying 
Japanese so that he night return t - Germany well qualified for 
higher service tn the Sari Government. Luthn made the state* 
ment is his letter that he had received a good connection with 
the Jut. Thie refers the Jusvartigoe Amt. or the German 
foreign Service. • 



from Japan, Xuehn and hie wife proceeded to Shanghai 
China. Xuehn had a letter addressed to a prominent official 
tn Canton, China. Thte letter wae signed tg 
herltn, Germany. It ts important for Xuehn was introduced as 
lieutenant, first Claes, ef tfto demon Wavy. This psrson in 
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Canton was requested to aid Zuehn in hit assignment to loan 
t hi Japanese language. This letter was dated at Berlin, 

* Germany, April 14, 1 BBS, ' ZaShn placed an deposit tn tke hooka ■ 

" at Shanghai •< this it of or there was placed to hie deposit 

i.-.'j 'V. •. . • ."‘vs-, ■ '•«,»- ... : •’ 

■v .. at a later date the in of ffd, 000, ^ r • y 

>Ve* SAon^fcaf, China, Bra, Zueha continued on around 
the world to Germany, Otto Zuehn returned to Bo no lulu on 
hoard the Japaneee steam er, the Chtehtbu thru, arriving there - > 
ea 4i|ptt»t IS, 1933, Zuehn waa granted permission to enter the > 

'■ '' Batted States at Bemelalv as a student for a period ef twelve -f i 

months to study the Japaneee language At tA« University if 
AmII, hieing quarters were obtained, first at the Alexander Toung ( 
Botel and later at tftr Broo*land Boteli^^onolulu, 



TartiS*# fin* r**1 Ut** taiba. 4*5 f& 

fr»m a »•■—>*■• -ml r/ 

tftfT'fVrrfia, C»2Ia**« — fW fhi rrf^tKWifrvror oon«^ 

«ntii Tatruarjf, ti — ' t 

^Ur»> yrsra jj H wffllffKrfiHW. ?» at* rapt erf to ^ 


aaaMflf" YKl fin aunt tn Arrrfe'i had 
*dajii§tMr tt\0t6-4*~M+- gyVSTT ' tolance wa» 
" % »g ft < W yj > ltar<ft^tlb Uay U, 1036, Hi I <■! 4 '^1 Wj>»yil ^ 

WWmt ^liroua^ -*A* «*aadall»y L' I ITT^aaf BT W i 


. ) 

‘their eorreepondont bank in Sonolalu to tuehn'e credit, Too 
Oaja later Me cabled for an additional fSOO, 
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- lula '« iuetneee Mi Mirt Mill Anitvri QHvaif 
lotted only afita »ontha. <hl M>y 31, 1959, *o aiafpnarrt m« 


ma it for the benefit of creditor*. Thte Ig tki man rho e Joined * 

Tr~.‘: - -f r «?.v ..•• ' : **r.~ •.»•••.<.,. -V^-V-a 

that hta ftnanetal genlue had emaeeed each a great fortune in 

% Berman#. faaha claimed great, financial last Here tat It ■:*- » <& *] 

Y ^ ! 4 J .“■$* : W;-J? ; *: X?V^Vr>rJ 

^ rafcallaJ that ha anly pat <3 #5,000 Jflr Ml iutliu. 41tbto;i, , r| 


ha limit the tiMi ofthe tael nee t kte leetet wilt oat taw 



to Just t/y hit Jen gthy tt ay in the "Islands" under the pretest 

of stpdy tag the Japanese language. Sit teacher t a Japan tee 

reported that he could eoaroely apeak a couplets eentence in 
* ■ * 
Japan tte nn<f pared nothing of Japan ’t history and eulture. 




i; The rapid i trite of tvtntt ooeurrtng tm Junt chick 

> - -,-f; ‘ H 'V'. x,' 

etilntnotri in tke Tali ' 0/ Trance cn Jubt ' Sf t lviO, madf.tkms 

: \ *.:'■?) ''s... , >• -W ! 

-Xu«.hri« »or* % loli in the traniuittal of thtir 

formation* The* mere Sttn to'g* to i ht Japan ee 9 coneilate tm 
«cv«rai ocoaatont durfnp this month fit h material conotrninff 



American iaw] »ptrotten» fa the Semattan It lan it, nay mtra 
dealing mtt with tA« Japan ttt Contain to directly, tat mith tka 
Japan at a 67^.- 

fl« Jbpanto# ^Miultti mi ti lifM irIh «l ill 4*p*9tiory f%r ■ >Vk 
tkt motartal mhiek mot diepatcked by atari ar to beadfaartara 

■•'.■ r • . • - ,*> .. V ■ * r. „■• -■.- -V“ " V • .. ' •? *■ •- /• 

fa Japam. ■■"•■*. ■■;,.■■••■ :';..v. .^.-, '.‘i-- -::.-.V>’?-. r ^,^>-‘-.---‘. . ■'• *-:^ j-'-' 'S-'.Vv? 


4 ao it ayatem mat mer 


luakma to keep tka information ahtek they fumtahed eonflianfial ' 

■£.< - -nj 

to all partita except tka intended r act plant. Tkara mat \ 

forwarded Oar tan it at tanary; an identical .. 

% .. ■ - -S, ■ . V ,/ ../ 

C#p^ •/ <Af» dictionary mat retained by Otto lack*, nta _ , _ /■ 

dictionary mat cent to Japan 
Japan ttt «t toner. Ceded meaaogta more prepared in tka following 
Hirntri torda acre referred to fa numb era; far example, 

1M-C mould mean the ltdtk papa af tka beak, tka atatk mord 

from tka tap af t&» page. If the mord, therefore, pare "planet* _* 

tkte number mould refer to tA* German mord for planed fa Ml ' & 

r ■■'.■■■' '-■<*' -V:, ’.. * V \. .. •' ' V 2 

dictionary.':'’ .... . . ' - •' ..... * . "... *• ... : j 

dltkoug k tka luakne kad eafficient money eeneealed ~j 

in tkeir potaeteien they ettll attempted to create an air af '■■'-■£■ 


financial dtetreae 


Tka aaeoad aaptanaga payment from the Jdpaneee . /'■ 
arrived Mm tka Immature Ibru docked tn Sonolulu da September 




, 13, 1040* Otto lurk* tk* *am *f $10,000 to 

Amortoan *nrr« nog, Although provtouolg called at tk* 

Xuthn hem* te make doliutrto* iht* meet fop took plao* to front 

»f tk* Jr.r*r. *t*am*htp *ffte»* in Monolulu fur removed from 

,'i ' . t . 


.- >• : L tr*a»mh11* JPuekn 4*oti*S to ntilf** kf* talam re* time* y-j 

. «.. / y*V* ;ir >. ‘ •+• / •'-• ' • *- " ' ***' v >' i'4^ :vV 

V*v v< *» ■(■. »0»»v< /»? to#*#r* jpfs# M it filrtli Bawgl Mfjk -'j||pij 

’ ••'•'' Alt j%r whtch /mill turn* tod tin *fpr*^rtotc4. TM* w« •»•’ 

•/ to# of r ft olio Jilir bombed to to# Japan*** attack on . j 

.v Meernltr T, rw)M ( therefor*, batik into th* roof of 

Mi • diner »tocioa /ro« tofcfc M eovJ4 #t««rv« «2I ' ;' 

v^V; fa’ totortMtiy to ; ,*#tV"|to~# .f^S* 

- CarL*nt*r and *22 #/ to# »t>r* *a* pcrfon »*4 bg k 1m p*r*enallg, ' a 

i _-;, i' / Tkjt luthn* reattvid firsthand information •* te to# 

qJleitratto ^ if tk* 0*rman vtetori** *n September SS, 1940, -~j 



it • tubtorfugo Zuthn eommoneod mort at the Bono lulu '■ 

Iro n Tort* at a talar y of par x«t< : 0> Jane J, 104S, k« 
app2fed te the Tulltr truth Company at a aalotman. tuehn \ > 

aorked at v the Bonclulu Trto Tort* fret Mby 10, 2941, +4 fun* :.v- ' '•• 

1941. ■ 


On .June 20, 2942, the Japan *t* Contulat* mat r*qu*»t*d 
to adult the dot fee e/ the Oeraan Contulat* at Bonolulu tn 
pttm of the United Stattt erder elating the Barman Contulat*! 
throapheat the Ohtted .fftatee. Xt *122 he rtealled that the 
Japan*** 0*u*rnnent had allied her* elf fate .the irfe paver* 
on Sept tnbtr J7, 2940, the day / allowing the eafcarpe p2aeed ' 
Jepteaher 20, 1940, tn the ahipment of terap iron to Japan "■ 
/roa the Ototted Btatot. The peetttea of Borman Cental at • ' 

Bonolulu mat purely an honorary one that tould aof he true ted .’- ‘ 

^ • /’ • 

»tth the eonftdenttal material vhtch Xaehn *ae tronenttttnp \ V 

.... '■ .'V’’ >1 • ‘.V '..v \ 

throaph the offioial Japan*!* Contulat*. Then, .tee, fnefcn v— 

... T .. ' v 

' thought that tine* the Japan*** Contulato ni nee the off total 


o 




■A 

'W 


consulate for the Germane no suspicion would attach itself 
to kla vtotte there, 

Tnehn filed an application on fane 80, 1941, to 
Become a oittorn of tho Obi tod States, . If ho had toon success* 
ful Auer icon citt ttnthip would hoot toon gran tod to him on 
January 90, 1943, £». ; I ■ 

r /•-' ' Lose than thirty dago after this filing on July 16, 

1941, rnafcn contacted the Japanese ooneulato at Bono loin an 4 
gave to tho consul a message proparod tn the prearranged numhor 
oo do for transmittal bg courier to Japan, The new aonoul wao 
informed "by fmehn at thio tine that ho wat' doting gt'an . ■¥' 

espionage agent with as ihortty higher than a mere Oonsnlar 
official, Tht a noeeage woo transmitted by one of the three 
official consular eourtero wording from Bonolulu to Tokyo, 

Honey for the services performed by foehn ooon 
arrived, Tn the afternoon of October 18, 1941, Otejiro Okuda, 

.who wao now vtoo consul to t tta, tho consul, loft tho aenaulata 
.at IMS rooona looms In company with To do el Mtrtauraf r iho . 
espionage agent who had arrived tn Bhreh, They drove to <k« 
vicinity of runlet and faloahoo Been net at failva, an the 
island of Oahu, a few blocks fro* tuohn f o residence on tailwa 
Avenue f V .? j- • t-.' V 'v. 2* 

r.- ' vj • ‘ Tn the. event that he was guoottenod Okuda was dressed >, 
tn golf slacks and wao completely equipped with hie golf clubs " ► 
in order to wake ft appear that ho wao an kit way to a pleasant 
pane of golf. 


y.. ; ; i 


:'rn 

' •. :-- H. 


■ A ■ '* 

' -l 


97 m 


o 


0 




Mbrtmuro mi dreteed fn blue ela ot» and an eptn- 

fromt lt(rt, Okuda handed to Uorlaura a pa staff* wtth tuetruetteme 

that thfa mat to be <s*lto*rod to Otto tuehn pertonally, 

Jfcrfaura left Okuih, tn the ear and wait od hack toward tho tmehn 

ree l donee, ' • ■« . ."V'V ■ * •' 

; v '>-v - -S'- • •• 

■*r*^r ,\The .tuohn residence teat moil concealed from tnqateltiee ‘ ■; 

ajrat fa that^ft mat surrounded by m tn*/i#t Irrnreatf hedge, 

Mori aura did net go to tho front tf tho houto hat meat to tho 

roar »hcr« ha caao opan fhorharrf luehn, oao of tho sene, « ... 

oortfny fa tho Mff,. Jfbrfaaro o ailed for tho father , Otto 

tuohn, tborhard moni Into tho houto mad returned with Jtle 




\ 

.'■fi 


turned mtth Jk*» . ^ 


i, 


father, „ - v -Jv 

Mortnura handed to tuohn a money Mat /row »hf oh - v , ... ■■ 

ru rhfi removed a package of btllo In American currency, ‘ Thit 
w at later found to be the tun of fj(,000, tlth thtte blllt 
mat a typewritten meoeage Which requested tuohn to mate' m v 
thort mate radio taat a fern night* lateri thrtmure then 3 eft, 1 
tuohn carefully dtgeeted the message and cartleetly throw ft ‘ ' 5 >-r 
toward a trash fire and returned to the house, Morlmmra re» 
traced hte stops to the automobile whereupon the party drone 
back to the Consulate, : ,'y . ~ •• 

" - raeha eontoetod the Japanese Ccteulaie aa three 

t*,. ;i- . . -» >.• ■ , v" . • ' . i ’’ -; y 

ocoaoJono during the month Of to vent er. It an stout* in the ' v’. ' 

•\n • ' *■ ' ’ "V ’• ■■■'' ✓ ■- y ■ , \ i-;*. •' •' 

event he wae gaaotfonod he hod the alibi that he merely wonted : <\ 

to tend money te hte tom , Leopold , fa termany, Me furnished 






durtng tho month of to venter t ht complete strength of tho 
Okitad States faval potoolo based on Bowoitan maters. The 
oomsul requested tho loootton of lb* or#a whore the float 



float fa foarl Shrbor, fonurO and turunu' were la Washington 




apparent If nogotiating for a~ peaceful oottlonont, i r olio bio r 4$ 

man *be hi a Iinb( diootplo *» tho foot oa boo moo needed/ 


ought g font l tar with bom I vessels ... 4 

X >»s V * ’<*'.*■ /*>- J^-v| 

tip nooesoorp, tuehn moo on storm . 1 . . 

' v ■ ■ - : '+ /:* 
len tenant la tho Ooraon fa trgj la addition ha m oo o nonbor pf ■ 


» v ^ ** { \l f ^person thoroughly 

> ‘ ^ ond'optraifons %ot etoolat 


■ ’tho Moot forty of formany and thoroughly deponent lo tm ml am 
of tho information which ho hod furnished la tb# ^iat eon~ 
.joorning foarl far Lor and ptcintty, ..They, hod furutthed. htm^ 


? 4 

j 


a jptth poynents totaling over $40,000 daring tho pant year oil 

/'-• ‘ . -V '■■■*:, *■-&< ■ ^ >a -.5 ■ ■'*.% >f*st 

*■ a half. This man moo rnseded met to furnish further tochriteal / .* >3 

^ ''If-: ;> - /V< ;• -,u X *.-• 

data but to Port oat « Oof of otgnalo which could bo flaohod . 

, — - i,v. ■ . v „>- 

to matting two-man submarines la tho omont tho Inert oan Wavy 


patrols discovered tho faponeoo float la proximity to tbafr 
shores, Otto Tnehn mao that aaa* 


. *~ \ | • On Ws venter 17.1941, fathm lift to tb« Japan oo o ' 

I'S ? \Con*aJat#a oil e/ o even to on signals .which mould ahem 


* *4 


operations ef It* American fleet. ft k« Sigh Command (• Ttkgo 
considered tkto oyetom too complicated, At December 8, 1941, 
Tuehn submitted t ho final plan rtfeft aot »(<t tkoir approval. 


mtaff 


.tv i 


/•shore leolout In «• tro-aoa f»6aartata # /A* afp**!# 

Ssjas AMtwi ,v.;^ 

"I. Several Aircraft carriers plan to pvt to #*b. . 1 ‘ ‘>1 

,f» dll battlo foreo hao sailed December 1 to 8, ~ - .-.O 

8, Several aircraft oarrtoro have aailod trtrren "■ '"■*??* 

/ December 1 and 8, •■>. . • , • :v 

J 4, dll aircraft oarrien have aailod December J to 8, 
v / So dll battle ferae hao aailod December 4 to 8, 
j I B . Several etroraft oar r lore have aailod December .5 

* i 4-d. V.**/. A 

/■ f. iJi Aircraft aarrlera dove sailed December 4 to *>■• 

/ iJJ ocootlup force hao sailed December f So "8, '***. 

/ ^ j 

' fAca# tlpnoJa mf# <# *« pf»#n by t A# /eji#*i|p \ 

< <« . «*-«•• « C * v *4 p **~' ar ~'' 4 . -*■**** 

J« Py moaao •/ lights from rvehm *e Ionite i peach - « 

: -rf .-Santo at night* < * ,S V* •? J .-■ '*»•''<*•'" ; ,Vt£ 

rf 4. 0«o Jt fl *t /»■(>% 8 P.8. to P *.r. indicates 2 "ri - <3 
■ Vs/ Tm o hfti* jvoa B 8.8. to 0 8.9, indicates 8 ? 

£. One light from 9 P,S, to 10 8.8. indicates f . . V^o* 
IV* Jlpftto from 9 P.8, to J0 P.9, indicates * 

C. 0»o J{*At A»« JO *.». to U ?.jr. fmffentoo 3 

'•’• IV* lights from 10 8.8, to 11 8,8, indicates T :'-.q 

D, One light fro a iJ 8,8, to IS 8.8, fatffoatoo 4 

Too lights from 11 8*8, to IS 8,8, faeffcotoo B V'4*4 


ha.)*, faring the night time bg moons of 'tno fall automobile ' 


90 


headlight and one half light which weald indicate 1, t, 3, and 
4 while two headltgh te weald Indicate 5, d, f wad t* 

ter $1 swale daring the dagtime it wee planned te 
,mee pat. »r .two eheete ttepleged on m eletheoltnf whieh woe 


created en the tweak etde 
.tlgnale were te «c 


V; . .•f'f'V 


ide w/ the lan tint Meeek heme e r Theme 

' * ‘ . v ; T- r '"'\ v X V, ' - nil'? \ , '■ ‘ 

me «« 0 <» Ui warming* . 


3 ;.- **: 


w-'-tv > ■? *.•«£;• 

^ .... . v;v.;^*S>£ 

• - n« /hll #rl •/ wenld te eeat daring the,-.'''}? y 

, . : • -5 < '/•••••'••, ^ 

dngltght he are nt nag time bg mu •/ a a*ar 0 mI •ro«tf t) - > 

.•■■■■; . • - V <• ‘ r • '3 

^i^Vi kept nt *&# teaUat teach Me nee* There were twe nolle ; . . 

'forthie tent, i wall with n large etar dtepleged en the wail ' r '* "* 

/■* 


nV * 


‘ wotiitf latfleot# J # J, »r 4 #< f/ tU Mil mi i ctaf «ttk the 

• • 'i * " • v :_ < ;• V ■ J " ■ "■ 

larp# aitacral 77/, 1, 0, f, er 9 wenld he we a ergot*' l*. 

I’M tnlneo honee ef the me he feat If (Jut* 
iipm •• « eignal petn t, nil henee te gntte prominent end 
ean te olotroei eevtral ntlee offehere* Lighte were te te • 

' dteplaged from the termer window wkteh foehn had wenetructed i-J<£ 
In the enamor of 1940* Three etgnale were he oenmenet nt Its** ?/£,*&» 

• ■ - " ?■-' V . •' •*" " i 

TeOO P*kt* ant te foitlaa# henrlg wt|] lt90 4»M* % ‘."f.-l s-:d5£hd£4 

*•• zi* " ■'**..>'* *»;_.,* ••••.. ' '•«. V-?' •. r.’ * 

n» radte wont Ode program of » warn* eretel otetirn 

wenld he nttlteed nine, A Chtneee rag ad port toed for en le nt y CviJ 
0 its t,M* would indicate etgnole 3 er 6j a beauty porter operator 
wanted would indicate S or 9 whilo o complete chicken form ‘ ^ 

ndeertteed for nolo *#b1<1 indicate 4 er T* ill enewert ti he ' 

* " • •' i - fr. • » •: : • •’ • .'•••V' r -: i - tV'i 

_ node te feet Office Bop ItTt in Some lain, foehn *e walling nddrjemw ;< 

. Thte rodto station, a/ oenree, mi mim'I •/ Ifcn ntpn ifieinee - 
•/ <h»«« ad* Ml«) appeared <• ft# •/ « purely tuelneee nature* ? 


Thee* same signal* mould be eigen by meant #/ a chart 
woo* radit transmitter er through m brush or trash firs a* a 
certain location on th* island of Maui, 


‘S 


addreeeed te A( a at wet fffice B** 14*d Sigurd Jimmie, 

ft’*/.:#- *►?? \-xsMi i 

TMa card mao act r motived and foehn tit act aemtoet tfcc i •-- j 

l '• - ' - :: ,•;:■ '• ■•■ >•• • ■ •■ ' '.'4 

aeacalar official* again, Otto foehn, Frist*! foehn, Jhrtfc aad x v. -.y 


tifftort foehn acre mrrtsitd on Beoember 8, 2041, 




> 


' M-c, foehn Aad secret* d on her person th* sun of . 

'r' tS,OOC in tlOO bills? Path foehn hod planed tnto the lining "7 

"^C f her window oar tain* ft, 000 th tlOO bills, • ffcer* mat fiend ~v.--.-o 

V •-•■v--.':.-- -- . .. .' •> •- -•• ' ' ' ' .v r •• v ••:•-•. • • • ' -,'r- . 

fa tfcc foehn residence tfcc IB power fcMd aad tomb btaesulars/ 

a Letca camera with on* Tt lent and o fine 71,33 lent / one 
Zitio~Tton~?*r\gor can era, Model D with a Oetrt fro n tar lent, 

Tktre »*re two moot* can eras on* Cfne-fcdot, ld~mt lit meter wtih 

, an Tl.S lent, and on* Oat gee 8-millimeter »tth an 73,3 lens,‘?V-+\''i 

■ Jm . S'-o*"-/ -'J. ' ' f u •- V- : : • •’ V \"-r /• ' V 'X Vfi 

-a <V great Inter opt mas a serapbpel m athtatued bj 

foehn, This ecraptcet consisted entirely of newspaper clippings 
out frsn th* d at ly papers (luring the preceding two gsortifx-.: 

There aerc euoh fntereetfny articl** ms *Sie new Ontted State* -iv4 




ft* groundwork had »*n carefully Jatd ky tta Japeneee. 

4t *<*i •» U< naming of peoenber T, 2MI, ttt emrpriee ■ 
ait a ok occurred, The Jmerieen flood odattomod ad Weaati aofferm % 

*? V' ' v£* 

v great damage, Mtekonftold, fhotlof Pi oldaeor jBdhdjft old Barrack* 

’>>.3 st <-C.v * ' "** ■*£:> ■ - **c- 7». y ’/•/ .»v t 3fr 

^ ' a»4 Ui *e» mm! taco oi toneh H wdto’ dtrofod ««vJ Wafcad if . r «£1Ff 
ika paroutd planet, ftghtero, hori mental and it 00 bemhere mod \|?V^s 
torpedo plomet of the Sepcmooo, ’ '~y ... ■' %, * %.'? 

^ Ittt da? mill live forever (I IA< world f o bietorg ma 
<k« *«ai traaofcara** act »/ daatrnetfaa ever p roc fieri by 'a .' 'Sjv"^ 

* v ' y > -, r ' ' y ? ■ ^f-v y -^A • . A . . ^ * «%*. a ••. IH&*" *t£jh 

V mppotodly eivtitood me ft on m£o* a mdt ok a(ttitidk ehe baa ^**r*'M 

■:) V ■'■ . ; ■ V. • y • ■ \ l«'3 • i .; if *;,‘A- ./ - V 

then at peace, *u* outshining Id to the treachery Of 0 man who 

te t raged a nation, Bernard JWfa* Ottetueka, Otto the ho mot 
err e tied an Peoenber 8, 2341, the dag following tJha attack of *1 
the Jo pone to, Model, the rife, end Muth, the daughter , 4 

’ together with Martin tberhard, a eon, were alee taken into 

I,: eutiody at dhta time* J mflttaryconaieotoawaooednp to hoatf f 

(■ 4 *• '* » (■ 4 » • f.'-l-- i ■■'■■■ ' i - 1 

^ the chargee eg at net otto rueho eince military Jaw M« placed 

into effect immediately felled mg the attack , fftaa# army 
affieere heard the ecee of Otto ftafca and rendered the verdict JV-lf 
ef death by a firing ague 4, Medal, Math and Martin Mberherd -%M. 



fifty faara* t mpriaeamend at hard labor in a federal fonttmttary 
felleutng the dec tat as a/ the Supreme Court t.ha coaa of the 
eight Oeman eoboteure. Strange me it nay mean, the eapienage 



M*i#tt*## ft(ta il«t ploe# M. |U (DIM StctM *•« i 

formalin mi pmaom, Tim miatutmi in iff met mi that tt~m did mmt 
prmvldm fir ihm minim not if dmath im m maim if msptmmag* msmrnpt i 
during ihm t 1mm if final m or, ttm emit if pmemmbtr 8 t l3dl t j 
.did m mi eivi Xfc#k» ihm mpptrtantty tm mmmttmn him maim mfimr -> 
•£&£- f*. wmrm finally U ihm 

pirn ji pCnmii eemtular ifftmtili dho had parti et patta 


V- .v,-^ , , . .. ... ... .. .... v . ... ....... & 

ihm pnoltp if dimih otmom thmg mart rmtvmmi iaftly ite Japan 
fa msehimgi far ihm Jmiriaaa amaular afftetalm hmld hg thi 
fapammi*. T hmrm mam tufftetn* tviiiaem la ihm ft 1mm if **# 


>•>-' } r.; ••'. • •«.. : : t, : . 

‘,v / |i Ike mvrnnim 1 mod tig up tm fieri tmrbsr win mil toft frm 




niirol Parian pf Hum lUgitlwn it kmvm Haul etmd j tagem Xt tdf ‘..v? 

11 ■ ' .?•••' • •■••v '" ' V* • -t: ■>•? ••' ■* 


— 

.4.^'? 5 ••--">« • • -• .{• rS* *’• ... ,.. 

4, ■ Ike emmlj Ciijin dkmda, ihm jm ttm omarnel, mad Todosi Kortamn 

'■ ■■■■■ • , ' ■ ,• . V * ' ’ ?”.• }> 

» . ■* . ' a»rf«r ear mmpinogt Imt fir than vimlatsd mvmrg prtneiplm if. ;; i f 
L taifraatf 1mm mi trmatg erne mmtmff~$km rights end prieiligti 

(T ; ■ ■ - 

i. •/ diplomats. Sommvmr s mm Ammrtmen lift Is mmrth many Hums thmti 

jy^ if i Japes*** end *ur hsstagss mmrm rmtmrmmd oaf sip te tin Bmttmd 

“ Ai f r ~.V " K *k#a 0*#^r# Okada kc< httng timsUnad tu ®» dgmni^. 1 -^ 


X ? 

J 

$ 





at/ Ik# Fmdtral pur man mif Jnmmittgettmm moiesntng t hi fill 
mxtmt mf hit mtpi nags aarl, ht rmfusmd im outmmr mad prmum dt 
mmry ttubborn* dt last mhm a Ik# noli matt in dtmramd upon htm T'X* 
that all if It * nppeimdlp smerst mark mas hon <• Ik# rST t lu J 

hlprtihi firth wt tk. m th$ fapmsst 8mvin<mnt dmti Vet jeoa«ld#K 

'M. t ^ : J ’ V - ' t ' - '* • ' 4 " .'i..---' ; ■ *vjS 

IA# transni lit mm if military tlferamttom m ad #/ ##pf 


•P*y>v: • 

' !■ 
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■EpORDffl)/ 


1 If r. f. f. Thornton 
federal Bureau of Inuesttgatton 

V. 3. Dspartme nt 0/ Justi 00 ,\k 

300 Dillingham Building ■ ... 

Bonolulu 10, Bawaii ‘ . y * 


Augustl9,, 1&43- 


1 ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED;- -v Vi 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , * L V , ,V. * 


Bernard Julius Otto ruohn ot ml 
Is pi o nags 0 and J 


Boar I fr. rfior»t*ai 


£ 


Xu ordor that tko Auroou filot may bo complete on tfco above ^ 
ontttlod case it to deelrod that your office obtain and forward the 
following Information, some of which to prooontly In the exhibit oec ttenj 
of your files. _ .. ^ f .J t . • ^ , , ' U 

1 . All eorroeponde nee regardleoo of whether it wot ■ • - - 

incorporated into the investigative roporto ohould bo tent . If t hit 
matter to voluminous it to requested that It be reduced to a 3S mil-: 
limeter film and forwarded In that manner. Secure alto photographs 
or photoetate of all o f luehn’e correspondence in the possession of 
OH. 

* 3, The copy of Mrs. luehn's address booh and the German 

dictionary which was used as a eode booh ars to be forwarded with the 
correspondence, : - o *... y y- •-= 


’ 3. The photographs of the luehne * too homes, the Japanese 

r - cfciSVla-ts and the sail boat should be included . v - 


Mr. E. A. T*mm_ 
Mr. Cl.tS 4. 


4 

The investigative reports »Mck you have forwarded on - ' — -j 
»<r. IMS' yeast, do not reflect a search of the safety depostt box at the * 

Mr. mtofci mj) rat ional Bans which was rented by Otto tuehn in the nano of ktn- '.V 
Mr. —i f end w ife In April, 1040. If this has mot been done a court order . , 
Mr.okoudtf be secured to open the Pox. It should aloo be ascertained whether 
ur.atW Mte has entered thte deposit box subsequent to December 7, 1041., , • 

Mr. Tracy ^ ‘ 7T/:^.£r f- CJ - ! Cf . I.-'-.. V 

Kr . cafT aa — fk» i e p orts in the case reflect that Xiiokn was on ex- 

Mr. cbrpohisft 1 W' ~ : ’i he constructed the dormer window in hie [alamo 

Mr felM’A S careful leearoh Jmade through both the lanikat and taltma 
• "s'* fences to tie if a concealed transmitter was placed In either of 

i* * tn bt hoted tp^Tfyogohu or the consul, rite, fj 














Department of Jl 
United States Peni 

LEAVENWORTH. Kf 

September 7 , 1%3 





I.'t. J. J> 5 72.T hoover 
Director 

Feiercl ^ire^u of Investigation 
.icchi virton, D, 0. 

Re: 


O-hnTii'W, Bernard J. 0. 
Ho. 59603-1. ^ 


Oer.r lir: 


^ Transmitter! herewith for censorship and return to this 

* ^ * nnt.it -it ’O" "re ‘ho follow’*'' letters: letter dated Seoter.ber 

19/i ? IT'- * 

\!y/ 5S - 

;j 5 /^ *^ x.w rs. i-rif . _ ..uiei m, i.nt«rnrent Ca r 'r, Crystal City, Cryst -1 City, 

— — ?o::as to 5 er* .-rd «. >•. luehn, ho. 59603 -L. 

- Very truly yours. 




T /- 






t? 


c_ 


&£T-/£ n, J ' 
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form No- 1 — D. of I. 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 




United States Penitentiary 


LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS 


\?r' l 1 


Mr. J. ^d~?r Moovr 
Director 

?e:>rO Dir-iv: of Invest*. -rti on 
Mashinrrtor., D. C. 

De: PM;'", r.v r ,: D. C. 

DC'. I ,o. 5 -rOL 


For*.- irded ^ercr.it 1 ' for a or r. - n?‘ ret-irr. to this 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

United States Penitentiary 

LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS 

April 3, 19U 


' t • v, s'. r : oovcr 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
'.'ashir^tor., D. C. 


He: !.Tr?T, ’’ernnrd 0. ^2 7^X3 

He’, ro. 59-:-0>-L 


>?r ’:r: 

?'»s- -ded herewith for cer.sorshio • r.5 return to this 
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n' red inr.-te to :>•% Fried cl iuehn, Int-mient C - o, Crystal 
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Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 
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